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Y6rncii"Eritro3 isisnd disputs 
ruling due next July 

(R) - A Wjudge panel will announce in July 
Tilling over die ownership of Hanish Islands in die 
Red Sea at ihe ranm of a dispute between Yemen and 
Enti^ a Yemeni offieitd said on Saturday, ■'me ruling 
wiJfoUow i^ussions of claims by Yemen and Eritrea in 
Febniary and the official at Yemen’s foreign niin- 

isiiy said. He said the panel would issue its veniTci next 
July and dem^uon of marine borders between the two 
countries would follow. Arab Yemen and .African Eritrea, 
on opposite sides of the Red Sea. signed an agreement last 
year settmg up the arbitration body which meets in Lon- 
don. In August, the two countries exchanged claim docu- 
ments were given three months to file their responses 
to Ihe rival claims. Both countries claim .sovereignty over 
[]}e smaU, arid Hanish Islands. 
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Egypt to use army to 
protect tourist sites 

CAIRO (.AFP) — The Eg>’prian army is to \x u«d to 
ensure security' :tround tourist sites followiniz the mas- 
.sacre of 62 pcopk* by IsIamUis earlier this week in 
Luxor, interior Mini.sier Habib .A1 .Adeli said Saturday. 
“Coordination will take place between the interior 
ministry and defence ministry' to lake advaniaye ot die 
openiiiunal capabilities of the armed forces so as kj 
en.sure the security of mounuin, desert and border 
regions where tourist sites are situated.*’ Mr. Adeli told 
parliament. It is the first time ihe army has been used 
in the fight against niiliiunts since Islamist groups 
launched a violent umi-govemment cumpaten in 
March 1992. 
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13th Upper House appointed by 
Royal Decree; Rifai its speaker 


Crown Prince invites British 
investors to capitalise on new 
opportunities in Kingdom 
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Minister Abdul SaJam Majali 
along with three former 
prime ministers — Zeid 
lUfai, Mudar Badran and 
Ab^ Karim Kabariti — 
were among a list of 40 sen- 
aKMS named for the I3th 
Upper House of Pariiament. 
according to a Royal Decree 
issued Saturday. 

Mr. Badran and Mr. Rifai 
aie two of the twelve mcuirt' 
bents while Mr. K^>ariti who 
was a deputy in the 12th Par- 
liament enters the Senate fer 
the first time. 

Another Royal Decree 
named Mr. Rifai as speaker. 
Former Prime Ministers 
Ahmad Obeidat and Taber 
Masri were not included in 
die appointments, nor were 
any Islamists. 

The {xevious Senate 
included one Muslim Broth- 


erhood leader. Dr. Abdul 
Loiif ArabiyaL 
In addition to incumbent 
I^ila Sharaf. two women 
joined the new Senate, Min- 
ister of Planning Rima Kha- 
laf and businesswoman Sub- 
hia Maani. 

Circassians appointed to 
the Senate are: A^ul Baqi 
Gammo (new) and Jamal 
Khoiat (new), with Yanal 
Hikimi losing his seal 
The new list includes four 
Christians: Raja'i Muasher 
(iocumbenii, Kamal Sha'er 
(incumbent). Nader Abul 
Sha’ar (new) Atfib Halasa 
(.new). Two former senators 
Kamel Abu Jaber and Daoud 
Hanania lost their seats. 

Following Senators lost 
their seats in the new Senate: 
Kamel Abu Jaber (presi- 
dent of the Institute of Diplo- 
macy), Maan Abu Nowar, 


Sheikh Mansour Abu Tayeh, 
.‘Ahmad Adwan. Ahmad 
Aqaileh, Sami A1 Fayez, 
Abdul Aziz Khayyat, Ashraf 
Kurdi. Jamal Ma’aitoh, 
Mohammad Odeh Qur’oan. 
Kamel Sharif, Abdul Latif 
ArabiyaL, Nasereddin A1 
Assad. Daoud Hanania. 
Yanal Hikmat, Amer Kham- 
mash, Ahmad LawzL Salem 
Masaadeh, Jamal Naser, 
Qassem Obeidat, Na’Ua 
Rashdan, Abdull^ Saloh, 
Gheith Shbeilat, Abdul 
Majid Shoman. Saeed Tail 
and Ahmad Tarawneh. 

The Senators serving in the 
13th Parliament as of Nov. 
23, 1997 are the follou’ing: 

Dr. Abdul Salam Majali 
(prime minister, incumbent). 

Zeid Rifai (ftxmer prime 
minister, incumbent and 
speaker of the 12^ House), 
Mudar Badran (former 


prime minister, tnaimbem), 
Mr. Abdul Karim Ki^tariti 
(former prime minister) Ai^ 
Fayez (former minister, for- 
mer Speaker of the Lower 
House). Sami JtKieh (former 
minister). Khaled HaJ Has- 
son tfcwnitf minister), 
Thouqan Hindawi (fom'er 
minister. incumbent), 

Mohammad Rasoul Kilani 
(new'). Marwan Hmoud 
(incumbent), Naji Tarawiteh 
(head of the Judicial Ccwnci), 
new), Raja'i Muasher 
( incumbent >. Taher Hikmat 
(incumbent). Jaw:^ Anani 
(incumbent), Ldla Shanif 
(Incumbent), i&iinel Ajlouni 
(former mintsier, new), 
Abdullah &i^ur (deputy 
prime minister, new), Taher 
Kanaan (former miiuster. 
new), Rajai Dajani (former 
minister. newX Hamdi T:^ 
baa (fonner minister, new). 


Abdul Baqi Gammo (former 
deputy who lost the 1997 
elections in Zarqa, new), 
Jawdat Sboul (incumbent). 
Mohammad Adwar (former 
minister, new). Adib Halasa 
(former minister, new), 
Fawwaz Abul Gbanom 
(new). Rima Khalaf (minis- 
ter of planning, new), Tawfiq 
Khreishan (minister, new), 
Nader Abul Sha'er (former 
deputy and minister, new), 
Saadeddin Jiunaa. (former 
minister, new ), Nathir Rashid 
(minister of interior, incum- 
bent), Kamal Sha'er (incum- 
bent), Faisal Jazi (new), 
Jamd Khotat (new), Nayef 
Qadi (ambassador to Egypt, 
new). Ali Qudah (new), 
Assem Ghosheh (new), 
Zubeir Hilmi Kayed (new), 
Daoud Suleiman (new), Sub- 
hia Maani (new). 


No Islamists in new Senate, three women appointed 

AMMAN (J.T. ) — - Prime 


Security Council meets to discuss UNSCOM’s 


LONDON (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Friday 
encouraged British busi- 
nessmen to explore invest- 
mem opportunities in Jor- 
dan and the region and cap- 
italise on opportunities 
wrought by the signing of 
the Euro-Jordanian Associ- 
ation Agreement, expected 
Monday. 

“We are asking you. os 
leaders of your Iwsiness 
community, not to give 
money to Jordan, but to 
come and make money 
there," said Crown Prince 
speaking on behalf of His 
Majesty King Hussein dur- 
ing a dinner at the London 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry'. 

He told potendal 
investors that investment 
oppommides in the country 
have been expanded by the 


Kingdom's privatisation 
programme which ho.s 
already resulted in the gov- 
ernment's sale of interest in 
several enterprises includ- 
ing the Jordan Cement Fac- 
tories Company and se\’eral 
hotels. Other candidates for 
privatisation, he said, are 
the .Aqaba Railways Cor- 
poration. the Public Trans- 
port Company and the Port 
of Aqaba. 

Additionally, he said, the 
trade regime has been 
enhanced by reforms that 
have reduced tariffs and 
simplified import-export 
procures and by the con- 
celladon of all foreign 
exchange controls on cur- 
rent and capital accounts. 

He also outlined several 
finaDcial indicators that 
should inspire investor 
confidence in Jordan and its 
economic policy and which 


indicate that Jordan is 
“ready to participate mean- 
ingfully in [the MENA 
region's private financial] 
flows." 

"Firstly, according to the 
International Monet.'iry 
Fund and the World Bank 
Jordan has for the last few 
years, got the macroeco- 
nomic fundamentals right 
and with the right policy 
mix,” he said. "GDP growth 
in real terms has averaged 
six per cent since 1992 and 
is forecast to reach 6.3 per 
cent In 1997. The fiscal 
deficit was reduced from 
nearly 20 per cent of GDP 
in 1989 to 4.6 per cent in 
1996 and is expected to fall 
to 3.3 per cent this year. 
TTie external debt bur- 
den was reduced from 
double our GDP to 

(Continued on page 3) 


Association accord between 
Jordan, EU to be signed tomorrow 
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recommendations offering Uittle concessions’ 


King, Aziz discuss Iraqi crisis 



Deputy Prime Minister Abdullah Ensour receives visiting 
Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz at Amman Air- 
port, Sahirday (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— The U.N,. Security 
Council on Saturday dis- 
cussed recommendacioos 
from the top weapons 
inspector for Iraq after Rus- 
sia failed to speed the lifi- 
iog of seven-year-old sanc- 
tions on Baghdad. 

The 15-member council 
met to discuss the results of 
prolonged negotiations Fri- 
day by an advisory panel of 
U.N. disannaraent experts 
called to discuss changes in 
U.N. weapons inspections 
following a three-week 
sbowdowm with Iraq. 

The final text from the 
meeting, released here on 
Saturday, made only small 
concessions to Russia. U.N. 
Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) chairman 
Richard Butler of Australia 
presented the report's con- 
clusions to the council. 

The report notably rec- 
ommended that "govern- 
ments, approached on the 
widest geographical basis, 
should be encouraged to 
respond favourably" to 
requests for qualified 
aims inspectors. 

Iraq bad called for a 
change in the composition 
of Ae U.N. inspection 
teams to dilute the Ameri- 
can presence. 

But a U.S. diplomat said 
here Saturday &at even if 
the number of inspectors 
was increased, they would 
be chosen by UNSCOM 
’’purely for their technical 
qualifications” and not 
because of specific nation- 
alities. 

Russia promised Iraq on 
Tuesday that Moscow 
^uld woric for an early 
lifting of sanctions in recum 


for Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein dropping an expul- 
sion order against U.S. 
arms inspectors which led 
(o the pullout last week of 
all U.N. monitors from 
Iraq. 

The monitors were back 
at work on Saturday after 
President Saddam reversed 
his OcL 29 decision. 

The United States insist- 
ed that neither Washington 
nor the United Nations was 
bound by the Iraqi-Russion 
agreement. 

Sources close to Friday's 
meeting of the 16 commis- 
sioners of UNSCOM 
responsible for Iraqi disar- 
mament said that Russia 
was only supported by 
China, and was totally iso- 
lated by the end of the talks 
at midnight. 

The closed-door session 
notably rejected a proposal 
from Russian commission- 
er Gennady Gatilov for the 
UNSCOM deputy chair- 
man, American Charles 
Duelfer, to be flanked by 
two other deputies of dif- 
ferent nationalities. 

While noring progress in 
nuclear disarmament of 
Iraq and in locating unac- 
counted-for long-range 
missiles, the commission- 
ers also refused Russia's 
demand to close the two 
files. Russia aigued that 
closing the files would 
encourage Iraq to coopenie 
further with the U.N. 
inspectors so that Baghdad 
could “see the light at the 
end of the sanctions tun- 
nel.'* 

The sanctions can only be 
lifted when UNSCOM 

(Continued on page 3) 


By Tueq Ayyonb 

Specid to the Jotiian Tones 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein Satuiday met 
with Iraqi Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Taieq Aziz wbo briefed 
him 00 the outcome of Iraq’s 
efforts to resolre the tension 
untb die UJq. over the 
UNSCOM inspecdon team 
and the condnuadon of sanc- 
tions. 

Mr. Aziz, who airived here 
fiom Damascus en route back 
CO Iraq, praised the role played 
by King Hussein to contain the 
crisis with the U.S. 

"We in Iraq ^ifReciale the 
role of the Hash^te King- 
dom of Jordan to stop die raili- 
taiy aggression against Iraq 
and its understanding of our 
position." said Mr. Ariz, who 
was speaking to reporters fol- 
lowing tus arrival at Maika 
AiipoTL 

He said that his trip to 
Amman was to brief Jord^an 
officials about developments 
>riiich look place during his 
(OUT that to(^ him to New 
Yoric. France, Russia, Cairo. 
Morocco and Syria and Ihe 
"point of view of Iraq vis-a-vis 
tte situation that existed before 
OcL 29." 

The arohitect of Iraq's for- 
eign policy said dial the crisis 
with the Uiuted Nations will 
end when the sever>-year-old 
sanctions are lifted. 

''The crisis between Iraq and 
Che UX. Securi^ Council has 
not yet come to an end. 
becai^ of the imbalanced 
position of the Security Coun- 
cil and the sanctions which are 
still imposed. We have a long 


way to go to correct the situa- 
tion that htd lead to our deci- 
sion on Oct 29." sakf Mr. Aziz 
who was refenit^ to Bagh- 
dad's decision to boot txit U.S. 
weapons expens &om Iraq last 
momh. 

“The Iraqi cause has gained 
momentum through out the 
world particuloriy with perma- 
neot members at (he 
Security Council." added Mr. 
Aziz. 

'Tt has become clear to Rus- 
sia and other membCTS in the 
Security Council that dealing 
with Iraq was art^crary and 
unfair and the beha\nour of the 
U.N. Spedal (Commission 
(UNSCOM) (toes not go in 
line with the U insthutions,'' 
Mr. Aziz said. 

The Iraqi official accused 
UNSCOM of prolonging the 
sanctions and “deliberately 
infringing on the securi^ of 
Iraq ^ which was harming 
Iraq even titough it was seri- 
ously cooperating with it" 


Mr. Aziz said chat Russia has 
expressed its “understanding 
of Iraqi complaints and 
promised, as enclosed in the 
joint communique, to mainlain 
an active role in order to speed 
up the lifting of the unjus^ed 
sanctions." 

Mr. Aziz said that Moscow 
has also pledged to. speed up 
the work of UNSCOM in Iraq 
"in a way that would ensure the 
fulfilment of its objectives." 

The Iraqi ofBcial declined to 
say if his visit to Syria, the first 
in 18 years where he held talks 
with Vice President Abdul 
Halim Kbadam and Foreign 
Minister Farouk Sbaraa. has 
achieved a breakthrough in 
relations between the two 
neighbouring states. 

Syria, which took part in the 
U.S. led coalition (hat forced 
the Iraqi army to pullout from 
Kuwait in 1991, opposed U.S. 
[hieais to use miliu^ force to 
resolve its dispute with Bagh- 
dad. 


F amili es of Jordan’s prisoners in Israel call for their release 


By lareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jonian limes 

AMMAN — Relatives of Jw- 
thman prisoners in Israeli jails 
On Saturday staged a sit-in near 
^ Prime Mimstiy and urged 
^ govemmeot to secure tiie 
of their Irin^. 

I^cipants in the 43-minute 
Peaceful sit-in. mostly women 
3Dd (diildrea, earned placards 
Aid pictuies of their relatives 
in Israel and uiged 
die goveromeat to exenrise 
l^'^ssure on the Jewish state to 
i^lease their relatives. 
PlaiDclotbes and anti-riot 
police suiTouDded the partid- 
pAits and detained one of them. 


but only to release him after 15 
minutes. 

Five representatives of the 
^testers were allowed to meet 
with Deputy Prime Minister to 
Services and Minister for 
Administrative Development 
Abdullah Ensour to brief him 
on the plight of Jordanian pris- 
oners who remain in Israeu 


egarion included the 
r-elected members of 
Nasha'at 
I ajuJ Mohamnied 

h Adyeh, head of the 
r for the release of 
said that have a 
'ordanian prisoners in 


Israel 

Mr. Adyeh, wbo was speak- 
ing to reporters following his 
meeting with Dc Ensour. said 
that they lecdved a pledge 
from the government that addi- 
tional effims will be e.xoted to 
secure die release of their rela- 
tives. 

Miiiister of State to Informa- 
tim Atoirs Samir Mutawi told 
reponeis following the weddy 
(labinet session Saturday ih^ 
the government will exercise 
“maximum eftots to release 
Jordanian detainees in Israel" 

‘'There must be some reasons 
tvMiind Israel’s delay to release 
Jevdanian prisoners. We wU 

enquire about these reasons arid 


woik hard to overcome all hur- 
dles ihSL pirrem their release," 
Mr. Mutawi said. 

Members of (be delegation 
that met with Dl Ensour said 
diat to deputy prime minister 
hasinfomi^ ih^ that thegov- 
eroment is fodag difficulties to 
lelease their relatives because 
“they were involved in killing 
ISTffiliS." 

They said'tot Dr. Ensour 
(Old (hem that a 'tow group of 
Jc^danlan prisoners will be 
released sooo but none of those 
to be released is invoh’ed in 
killing Isaelis." 

Following to assasisinatioa 
jutempt of Hamas politburo 
diief Khaled.' NCsha’ol b>' 


Israeli Mossad agents, Jcxdan 
and Israel agreed to exchange 
the' two agents with tens of Jor- 
danian and Palestinian f»ison- 
ers. 

Jordanian officials said that 
to agreehient included to 
release of Jordanian prison- 
ers ’f[pm' Israel" which Israel 
has so fir failed to do. 

At 18 Jodanian prison- 
ers were rdeased fiom Israeli 
detentions. 

De^te govemmeni assur- 
ances that all Jtxdanians will be 
refeased. Israel repeatedly said 
that it will not release Jordani- 
ans whom it described as 
“stained with Mood of Israelis." 


FromGhaliaAltil 
in Bmssels 

JORDAN AND the European 
Union (1^ all set to sign the 
long-awaited association 
agreement here on Monday. 

His Royal Highness Oown 
Prince Hassan was expected 
in Brussels today to witness 
the signing ceremony with 
the 15-EU member states. 

Tbe accotri, which falls 
within the fiamework of the 
Euro-Mediterranean pactner- 
ship called for ^ the 
Barcelona Declaration will 
pave the w'ay for a free zone 
area the year 2010. Minis- 

ter of Foreign Affairs Fayez 
Ihrawneb told reporters upon 


his airK’al in Bmssels on Sat- 
urday. 

Or. Tarawneh said the 
accord will encourage more 
direct Euroi^ investment in 
Jordan, fai^taie technology 
transfer and provide fito 
access to EU markets for the 
Kingdom's agricultural and 
industrial products. But, he 
stressed the imporcance of the 
political dimension, saying 
that political security w’iU'be u 
vital aspea of the partnership. 

“Europe is aware that secu- 
rity in to Middle East and 
Ncmh Afiican countries is 
directly connected to secuiiri' 
in Europe." said Dr. 
Thraw'neh. 

Dr. Tarawneh armounced 


that the government estab- 
lished two committees which 
will be targeted towards fol- 
lowing up on the three pillars 
of the a.ssodaiion ogreemem. 

A commiaee which will 
coordinaie and follow up on 
political and security mutters 
will be headed by the minister 
of foreign affairs, said Dr. 
Tarawneh. 

The second committee, 
which will follow' up on the 
financial economic, educa- 
tional and cultural issues, will 
be headed by to minister of 
planning. Both cennmittees 
will commence wcvk upon 
signing the accord. Dr. 
Tarawneh said. 


Two Palestinians dead in 


West Bank blast, shooting 



Aimed Israeli bordei^policeman (right) checks the identi- 
fication card of a Palestinian as another checks his clothes 
after making him stand against a wall in the Old City of 
Jerusalem Saturday (Reuters photo) 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
0^) — A Palestinian was killed 
in on explosion while ^^paiem- 
ly making a bomb in hb West 
Bank home, an Israeli militaiy 
scKiice said Saturday. 

In a separate incident. Israeli 
paramilitaiy border police shot 
dead the Palestinian driver of a 
cardiat tried to run a loadUock 
near the Wst Bank town of 
Bethlehem, a police 

spokesman said. 

Several hours later in the 
walled Old of Jerusalem, a 

Palestinian pulled out a 
penknife and “lightly 
scratched" a 20-year-old Israeli 
during a brawl between Jewish 
and Arab youths, the 

spokesman said. 

It was not immediately clear 
whai touched off the incident 
near the scene of a shooting 
attack on Thursday in which a 
Jewish seminary student was 
killed and another wounded. 

The military S(3urce said a 
Palestinian chemistry and 
physics tetteher was killed in a 
14^ in to West Bank village 
of Rato late on Friday. 

“He was ^Tparcnlly malting a 
bomb," to SQuree said, identi- 
fying to dead man as Badran 
Abdullah Ahmad Abu Asabah. 

Israel Radio descn*bed the 
(tillage as a bastion of to 
Islamist group Hamas that has 
killed scores of Jewish in sui- 
cide bombings in Israel. 

Rafat is home to the tonily of 
Yahya Ayyash, tbe Hamas mas- 
tem^ behind a wave of 
Isl amis t bombings against 
Israel. Ayyash was assassinated 
in Gaza'in 1996 when his 
bool:^ crapped cellular phone 
blew up. 

Israeli soldiers who entered 


Rato after hearing the explo- 
sion found shaipnel acetone, 
batteries and ektetrical wires 
near to teacher's body. 

Soldiers made several arrests 
in Raiat and closed off the vil- 
lage, which is under Israeli 
security control in accordance 
with interim peace deals with 
the Rilestinian National 
Authority (PNA), the source 
said. 

In ihe West Bank shooting 
incident, border police opened 
fire after the driver of a vehicle 
being chased b>’ police through 
Jenisalem tried to crash 
through a securit>' roadblock 


outside PNA-controlled Beth- 
lehem. 

The driver, Jimmy Kunawati, 
a 37->'ear’Old Filestinian with 
Salvadoran citizenship, was 
killed and to passenger next to 
him was unhurt, the police 
spokesman said, correcting his 
earlier statement (hat tbe pas- 
senger was the one shot dead. 
Both men were ftimn Bethle- 
hem. 

In to West Bank town of 
Hebron, more than 2,000 sup- 
poners of ftoeh took to the 
streets chanting their backing 
for Iraqi lYesidcm Saddam 
Hussein, wtiinesses said. 
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Gunmen kill 13 civilians in Algeria 


PARIS ( Agencies 1 — .Anackers 
using guns, knifes and a bomb 
killed 13 civilians, including an 
eight-monih-old baby, in separate 
attacks in the Algerian capita! and in 
a village south of .Algiers. Algerian 
newspapers said on Saturday. 

Gunmen stormed Oued_Zitoun 
hamlet in Medea province, 70 kilo- 
metres south of Algiers, and cut the 
throats of eight villagers overnight 
Thursday-Friday. said Libene 
newspaper. 

The newspaper said the assailants 
shot and wounded nine villager; 
trying to flee the bloodshed. 

Among the dead were four chil- 
dren aged between eight monih,s 
and 10 years, it said. 

In Algiers, gunmen cut the throats 
of two girls at the Casbah. the old 
main district in the city, and shot 
dead a woman in the some area on 
Thursdav, said .Al Khabar newspa- 
per. 

Gunmen set off a bomb at a house 
in Bab A1 Oued district in central 
Algiers on Friday, killing a couple 


and wounding two people. Libene 
and .A1 Khabar said. 

No one claimed responsibility for 
the killings. The authorities made 
no commcnt.s. 

Thoasands of civilians have been 
killed in ma.ssacres in the past li 
months mainly in the poor dLsiricLs 
of .Algiers and nearby towns and viN 
lages. 

Grisly massacres increased in 
September and October in the same 
areas, prompting human rights 
groups at home and abroad to ques- 
tion the willingness of the army and 
security forces to protect civilians 
from more massacres. 

Leading human rights organisa- 
tions abroad asked the iniemaiional 
community to probe the massacres 
in .Algeria but the government dis- 
missed the calls as interference in 
.Algeria's internal affairs. 

More than 65,000 people have 
been killed in .Algeria's violence 
since 1992 when the authorities 
cancelled a genera! election in 
which Islamists had taken a com- 


manding lead. 

20 sentenced to death 

In another develt^meni on Friday. 
20 suspected Islamist guerrillas, on 
trial in their absence for arms smug- 
gling. were condemned to death 
an .•^giers coun. 

Those sentenced include three 
leaders of /Ugerian Islamist groups 
abroad. 

Eighteen other people were sen- 
tenced to between I S months and 20 
years in ppon. while eight others 
were acquitted over the case, which 
came from the discovery in 1994 of 
weapons smuggled in fnxn Europe 
aboard a state-ow ned boat and a car 
at the Algerion-Moroccan border. 

Pronouncing the sentences, the 
court said it believed the arms were 
destined for the .Armed Islamic 
Group tCIAl. considered one of the 
most violent protagonists in Alge- 
ria's five years of bloodshed. 

The 20 sentenced to death include 
.Anouar Haddom. a self-appointed 


spokesman of the banned Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) political 
group who is being detained in the 
United Slates by immigration 
authorities. 

Others were su.spected GI.A mem- 
ber Ahmed Zaoui. who is currently 
in Switzerland where he had 
requested asylum, and Djamel 
Lounici. a suspected coordinator of 
Islamist group.s in Europe and an 
aims smuggler currently held in 
Italy on a French arrest warrant. 
Lounici has already been sentenced 
to death once befems by .Algeria, in 
1993. for a bomb attack on Algiers* 
international airpoti. 

Another of those condemned to 
death, an armed militant leader 
named Said Makhloufi. ho.s been 
repented already dead by the .Alger- 
ian pness. 

A sailor who was .said to have con- 
fessed to having helped transpon 
the oniLs was given 15 years in 
prison. The two people in the car at 
the border were each given 20 
years. 


Qatar blames 
Egypt over 
cancellation 
of Doha 
meeting 

EX)HA (AFP) — A Qatari 
newspaper blamed Egypt 
on Saturday for the cancel- 
lation of a meeting between 
the Gulf Arab states. Egypt 
U!id Syria that was sched- 
uled to take place here next 
month. 

The A1 Raya newspaper, 
which reflects the view of 
the Qatari government, 
accused Egypt of ‘'manipu- 
lation.** saying it played a 
key role in getting the meet- 
ing cancell^ because it was 
being held in Doha. 

A war of words has Ixo- 
ken out between Egypt and 
Qatar over Cairo's criticism 
of die Middle East econorh- 
ic conference which Doha 
hosted lost week. The foram 
was boycotted by most 
Arab countries because of 
Israel's participation. 

A Gulf diplomat said on 
Friday that the meeting 
between the so-called Dam" 
ascus Declaration countries 
which was due to take place 
here on Dec. 1st had b^n 
called off because of the 
row. 

The diplomat said the 
meeting of the eight coun- 
tries — which were united 
in opposing Iraq's 1990 
invasion of Kuwait — u'as 
to be postponed until late 
December or early January. 

"Egypt has used pressure 
against Arab countries to 
boycott the Doha confer- 
ence and now it is trying to 
prevent the staging in Qatar 
of a meeting of the Damas- 
cus Declaration countries," 
A1 Raya said. Egyptian For- 
eign Minister Musa 
said on Wednes^y that the 
meeting of the foreign min- 
isters the eight coun- 
tries would not take place in 
Qatar. 


Eight Bahraini opposition leaders get jail terms 


MA.\'.AiMA l.AFP) — 
Bahrain's state security court 
on Saturday sentenced eight 
leaders of the exiled ojiposi- 
Don to between five and 15 
years in prison for attempting 
to overthrow the regime, the 
officio! GN.A news agency 
.said. 

The eight were tried in 
absentia without defence 
lawyers in a closed-door trial 
which (^ned .N’ov. 7. 

Five Bahrainis — Mansour 
Jamri. Said Shehabi, Adel 
Shoala. Khalil Sultan and 
Mohammad Mansour 
Mohammad — w«re each 
sentenced to 15 years jail and 
were fined SI3.500. GNA 
reponed. 


Five-year prison terms were 
handed down to three others. 
Sheikh .Ali SalmaiL Sheikh 
Hamza Diri and Sheikh 
Haider Sizri. 

The first six defendants w ere 
also ordered to pay a total of 
around $15 imlUcm for dam- 
aging public proper^'. GN.A 
s^d. 

The verdicts of die security 
coun cannot be appealed 

Bahrain diarged the eight of 
'‘incitement to acts of sabo- 
tage.” "^ing ftr a foeign 
country.” leading an illegal 
organism named "Hizbol- 
lah-Bahrain." and 
ing false and hostile rumours 
of a .sort likely to harm the 
seneral interests of the coun- 


try.” the Bahrain media has 
reponed 

Sieikb Salman. Sheikh Diri 
and Sheikh Sitzi Mr. Jamri 
and Mr. ShebaU all live in 
e.xile in Britain. Mr. Jamri is 
the spokesman for the Lon- 
don-based Bahrain Freedran 
.Movement and Mr. ShdiaH a 
member ctf the ^Dup. 

The whererfoouts of the 
odier three defendants are not 
known. 

The charge sheet does not 
specif' which foreign country 
the accused are alleged to have 
worked fm But in June 1996 
Bahraini authorities accused 
Iran of seeking to overdirow 
diem by financing the so- 
called ‘'HizboUa^Bahiain.” 


Iran rejected the accusation 
and denied any knowledge of 
the existence of any such 
oganisatioD. 

The five defendants in Lon- 
don said last month they had 
not been notified of the trial, a 
charge derued by the Bahraini 
authcffities. 

Sheildi Salman's arrest in 
December 1994 prompted 
riots against the government 
which ctxidnue intermittently 
to this day. Thirty-eight people 
have been killed in the unrest. 

The opposition Is campaign- 
ing for the lestoration of 
Bahrain's parliameni. which 
wasdissohed in 1975 by Emir 
Sheikh Isni Ben Salman Khal- 
ifa. 



Masked Palestinian activists burn Israeli and American flags as they shoot anti- 
Israeli slogans during a rally in the 'West Bank dty of Nablus Sabantey. Palestiid- 
ans protested against Israel's detention of Palesti^n woman Itaf Aiayan, who is 
iink^ to the Islamisl Jihad group and who bss been on a hanger sti^ in an Israeli 
prison for the Ia.st three weeks. Palestinians say ber condkion is rary serioas 
(Reuters photo i 


Lebanon marks independence day Egyptian, Swiss survivors of Luxor 
with call for Israel’s withdrawal massacre say they played dead 


BEIRUT (.AFP) — 
Lebanon on Saturday 
marked ite 54th anniversary 
of independence on Satur- 
day amid calls for Israel to 
withdraw from occupied 
southern territory and 
heightened concern over 
the countr>''s economic 
woes. 

Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi, Prime .Minister 
Rafik Hariri and Parliamen- 
tary Speaker Nabih Berri 
anended a military parade 
in Beiruu along with a 
high-ranking delegation 
from the Syrian army, 
which maintains a 35.0()b 
strong force on three-quar- 
ters of Lebanon's territory. 

In a national address Fri- 
day evening. President 
Hrawi deplored 

"international laxity" 
toward "daily aggression” 
by Israel, which has refused 
to comply with a U.N. 
Security Council resolution 
requiring its uncondidonaJ 
withdrawal from southern 
Lebanon. 

"The seneral mobilisation 


again.st Iraq should not 
make [anyone] forget the 
intemaDonal responsibility 
to mobilise against Israel's 
persistence in continuing its 
aggression." he said. 

Israel bos maintained a 
self-declared "security 
zone” in southern Lebanon 
since 1985 to protect its 
northern territory foom 
cross-border attaclu. 

Mr. Hrawi devoted a large 
part of his address to 
Lebanon's economic crisis 
as it struggles to rebuild 
after the 1975-1990 civil 
war. saying that "solving 
the economic problems is 
difficult” 

"In 16 years of war. 
Lebanon lost S30 billion 
according to the World 
Bank." he said. 

Mr. Hrawi also said that 
"the basis of a solution 
should be rapidly laid 
down” and underlined the 
necessity for a "global pro- 
gramme of reforms.” par- 
ticularly administrative. 
"Democracy is no cover for 
corruption” and diversion 


of public funds, he added. 

Mr. Hariri and Mr. Berri 
met sev'eral times last week 
to try to establish a reform 
plan to reduce expenses, 
launch administrative 
reforms, and reabsorb part 
of the public debt. 

The state finance minis- 
ter. Fuad Sanioia. recently 
said that if Lebanon's 
narional debt which was 
more than SIO billion at the 
end of 1996. is not con- 
trolled, it will continue to 
rise steadily, eroding buy- 
ing power and increasing 
soci^ problems. 

Lebanese independence, 
proclaimed in 1^1 while 
the country was adminis- 
tered by France under a 
League of Nations' man- 
date. was confiimed in 
1943. 

The country's indepen- 
dence was not folly effec- 
tive until the withdrawal of 
Bench troops in 1946 fol- 
lowing a series of national 
uprisings. 


CAIRO (R) — .An Egypt- 
ian and a Swiss who sur- 
vived a Islamisl nuLSsacre 
at the tourist town of Laxor 
escaped with their lives by 
playing dead, state security 
investigators said on Satur- 
day. 

The investigators are try- 
ing to piece together the 
bloody events outside 
Queen Hatsbepsut's Tem- 
ple in Luxor last Monday 
when six ossaiianis shot 
and knifed to death 58 for- 
eign tourists and four 
Egyptians. 

Local guard Mohammad 
Marei Mahmoud. 32. told 
investigators he w'alked 
over to one of the temple 
entrances to drink a cup of 
tea with another guard, a 
policeman and the temple's 
ticket vendor when four 
men walked through. 

The men were wearing 
civilian clothes. Mr. Marei 
said. Some witnesses have 
told police the Luxor gun- 
men wore police uniforms. 

When Mr. Marei asked 
the fost of the men for their 


[icket.<;. the man pointed to 
the other three behind him 
who opened fire with their 
weapons, shooting Mr. 
Marei in the leg. 

The guard said the 
policeman tried to pull his 
pistol out but the three gun- 
men opened fire at random. 

"The policeman, the tick- 
et vendor and the guard fell 
on top of me and f pretend- 
ed to be dead.” investiga- 
tors quoted .Mr. .Marei. 

He said the gunmen kept 
on shooting for about 15 
minutes. afTer which he ran 
to hide in a nearby tomb 
until locals came to tell him 
it was safe to come out. 

Mr. Marei said he 
believed other gunmen 
took part in the attack 
because he heard shots 
being fired at another tem- 
ple entrance. 

The interior ministry said 
six gunmen were behind 
the assault and that they 
were all killed. 

AJ Gamaa .A1 Islamiyah 
(Islamic group) claimed 
responsibility for the slay- 


ing. It w as their biggest and 
dcodlic.st attack since they 
took up arms in 1992 to 
overthrow Pre.sident Hosni 
Mubarak's government and 
insull a strict Islamic .stale. 

A Swiss tourist told 
investigators he was inside 
the temple along with a 
group of compatriots when 
three men wearing police 
uniform.s approached them. 

"I thought they were 
coming to protect us 
becau.se we had heard shoLs 
in another pan of the tem- 
ple. One of them told us in 
English to go to a comer. I 
noticed they were pointing 
weapons at us and I told 
my friends in German they 
were terrorists." investiga- 
tors quoted the unnamed 
tourist as saying. 

He was interviewed on 
Thursday night and has 
since flown back to 
Switzerland. 

The tourist told invesdga- 
tors he was shot on the 
right side of his body when 
the gunmen opened fire. 

‘Two people fell on top 


of me and 1 pretended to be 
dead. That's what saved 
me. I heard shcKs for 10 
minutes." he said. 

Security sources said a 
witness in Luxor told pros- 
ecutors there that he saw 
six men wearing civilian 
clothes over pK^icc uni- 
forms get off a truck taxi, 
pay the fare and ^Tproach 
Hat.sbepsut*s Temple. 

The witness said four of 
the men entered, while two 
remained behind. Shots 
were heard inside the tem- 
ple area soon after. The two 
men outside the temple 
then opened fire on two 
policemen. It is clear if 
one or both policemen 
died. 

Mr. Mubarak has 
replaced his interior minis- 
ter and promised to boost 
security at tourist sites in a 
bid to control damage to 
Egypt's lucruive tourism 
industry. 
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Z<1 


TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 


14:10 

XittleRose}' 

114:30.. 
i 14:50 

.... Jonny Quest 

15:00 


15:30 


' 17.-00 


1 19:00 


i 19-JO. 
19:35 
20:00 
20:30 

— News Headline 

— Fresh Prince-of-Belair 
.Cinema, Cinema. Gnema 

i 21:10 . 


22:00 

22:30 

23:15. 

.............News in English 

.The Bourne Identity 

PRAYER TIMES 

' 04:45.. 

Fn|r 

.06:06. 

.... CSunrisei Diiha 

. rUii.hr 

14:1.3 


16i38._ 

Maghreb 


............. ‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

j St. Maiy of Nazareth Church 
I Sweifidi. TeL S10740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
j 632785. 

' St Joseph Cbtndi TeL 624590 
Church of die Annunicatioii 


TeL 637440. 

De la Sane Church Tel. 661757. 
TenaSanda CbunhTd. 622366 
AngBcan Church TeL 652826. 
Arm enian Catholic Chnrdi Tel. 
771331. 

Anneman Ordiodox Churdi 
TeL 775261. 

St Epheahn Church TeL 77I7S1. 

Amman luteniational Churdi 
TeL 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Qiurch 
TeL S24328. 

Gennan-qieakii^ Evai^elical 
Congr^atkmTel. 688404 
The Latler-Dav Samts Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazareue TeL 
675691. 

The Evangeh'cal Local Qusrdi 

in Amman TeL 81 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish TeL 

614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supj^ied by the Depan- 
mem of Meteorohsy 
Hne weather cemditions will pre- 
vail with clouds appealing ai dif- 
ferent altitudes and winds .south- 
easterly moderate. In .Aqaba, winds 
will be nordieriy moderate and 
seas calm. 


MinJMax. temp. 


Amman 

09/20 

Aqaba. . 

Deserts.. - 

, . .. I6C5 
06/21 


Jordan Valley. 


Yesterday's bi^ temperaiutes: 
.Amman 19, Aqaba 25 Humidity 
readings: Amman 47 per cent. 
Aqaba 40 peroeru. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. MazenNbaU 

Dc FakberKIbBsi ... 

Dn Arfnan Ta^lwil 

Dr FayezDabbas ... 
Firas pharmacy ....... 

Ferdow's pharmacy .. 
Al Asema pharmacy .. 
.Ndroukh pharmacy . 
Al Salam pharmacy .. 
Yacoub pharmacy ... 
Shmeisani ^^larmacy . 

Najib pharmacy 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad (2ami .. 
AI Quds {diannacy ... 


.....>830435 

5522233 

898140 

759155 

661912 

778336 

637055 

623672 

636730 

.644945 

637660 

.......847632 

2SI484 


ZARQA: 

Dr Zuhoor Al Qaifi >-906606 
Khalileh pharmacy 9SS41 

EMERGENCIES 

FoodCootrol Centre. 637111 

Gvil Defence Depommi 661111 

Ci%'il Defence Inunediaie Rescue 

63034! 

G%il Defence Emergency. 199 

Rescue Pnfty. 192,621111.637777 

Hre Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police...... 843402 

Traffic ^Itce 896390 

Public SecuriQ’ DepL>.>. 63032 1 

Hotel Con^laints 605800 

Rice Complabits...>.....66I176 
VKaer & Sewa^ Cbn|)faiEls -897467 
Amman Munidpali^ Complaints 

.787111 

Telqdxme Infbnn^on (directoiy 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs ..... 623101 

AbdaliTeLRqairs. 661101 

Jordan TeleNision ..... ..773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Audxxiiy 680100 

J. Electiidw Authority 815615 

Electric Po^ Co....... 636381 

RJ Flight Infbrmatioa ..08-53200 
(Jueen Alia IntL Airport OS-S3200 


IDE AND CALENDAR 


11:30 Amsterdam. New Yoric (RJ) 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussrin Mecfical Centre .-813SI3/32 

Khahdi Maternity 644281/6 

Akileh Maiemiw. -.-642441/2 

Jabal Amman Matemi^’ -642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 60707 1 

Sbmeisani Hospital 669131 

Uoiversny Hos{HiaI ......845845 

Al-Muasber Ho^tnl —667227/9 
Ihe Islamic. Abddi ...666126/37 

AI-Ahn. Abdali .664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajteen ...777101/3 

AI-Bashit .775111/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

(^ueen Alia Mortal ...602240/50 

Amal Hosfriial 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgerv 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Gov^ Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sioa Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma .Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

- (02)275555 

CJreek Catholic HosintaJ 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hosiriial 


.—(02)247100 20:00. Vienna (RJ) 

AQABA: 20:00 Jeddah (addURJ) 

Princess Hava Hospital 21ri)5 Erankfurr (RJ) 

(03)314111 ' 00:05 Caiio(R3) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER Other Fn^ts 


QL'EENALIA 

03:25 

.Rome (AZ) 

INTERNATIONAL 

10:00 

Sanaa (TY) 

AIRPORT 

12d5 



13.-00 

Moscow fSLT) 


This injormaion is su/^ied by 
Royal Jotdanian iRJ) ^formation 
department at the Queen Alia 
Imemaional Airpon TeL 
(08^3200-5. where b should 
dways he verified. Ir^ormatim on 
other fliglas can he supplied on 
phone 08 l32700i 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordaman (RJ) FBghts 


08:03-. 


ns.x? rPTl 

09:15 

Dhahran. Rivadh (RJ) 

09:50 .... 

...Dubai, Abu CMiabt ( RJ 1 

10:05 .... 


16:45 New York. AmaenJam (RJ) 
17:00 .......Brussels. Geneva (RJ) 

17:05 ... 


17:30 ... 


ITtAS ... 


ISdiS - 



15:00 JDoha (QR) 

17:45 ......Jeddah (SV) 

20:00 .Tel Aviv fL\") 

20:10 - Beirut (ME) 

20>40 Cairo (MS I 

23:10 .............. Istanbul (TK) 


R(^*al (RW) 

07rf5 .Aqaba (KW) 

09:05 — Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
0950 Amman (Marka .'\ixpnt) (R)^*) 

17:20 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

18:30 — -Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

21:20 -.Aqaba (RW) 

22:50 Amman (Marka Airport) (RWi 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) p lights 

06-J0 £ciiur(RJ) 

10:00 .Aqaba, Vienna (RJ) 

lOslO Rome. Frankfort (RJ) 

11:30 ......Tunis. r.-» s a b lgnca (RJ) 


12:15 

12:20. 


15K)0 

IlwMah /a.U\ rCTl 

20:10 


•m.gn 


20:30 

21ri)0 

New Delhi (RJ) 

nnhfri (RJ) 

22:00 

22:30 

Bangkok (RJ) 

23ri)0. 

Jakarta (RJ) 

23:50 AbuIXutB.Kt:^LBaqwr(RII 

Other Elicits 

04:20 

06:15 

RranelAZ) 

Rnmr(ME) 

06-40 


07:50. 

11:00 

.-Loudon (BA) 

Ssnun/FY) 

13:15 

.DnhalGF) 

14:50. 
15:35 . 

«Moscow(SU) 

nnha((3R) 

19:15 

tarWahtSV) 

•tl-TA 


21:40 

CarolMS) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

06^45 Amm3a(Mvk8A8port)(R^ 
08:15. .. . Aqda(BW) 


09-J0 .....Aniiran(QAIA)(BV^*) 
16M5 Anunan(MadoiAxrporOl7^. 

17:55 

20:30 ... Amman (QAIA) (R^ 
21:50 Aqa^OBW) 













. . t 










I 


I, Sunday, 





Home News 


Jordan Times, Sunday, November 23, 1997 


* *od \nuri.;.M, 

u1> ii) N.ililas '‘uturda*. PaJt} 
« Ptiiesiuiu]) it.,1 

« ^ hern .Ml j lifiNyi-r Mrikn'nanhij 

iWiU*^ V4i\ her I tiiiiiisiiiii i« \en Hn 


ors of Luxor 
ed dead 


{ ji . 
i ’.I'p.'f 

tn '.•*'*1 • 
■hitv.i H ■ ; 
fTiinv}- ... . 

nUj-'.’ft 

i 

'*•1 ■ 

pf'-f..'.: 

.d JV: 




■T'i i i 


.. . - • il'l^ 


■ 


— 












.. 

. - ji -' 




^ 1 

1 : • ; - 

•••' 


. . , [■'.■ll** 







* : 1^' 





v" • 



■ ^ »■' 


V. 






' 


• ■ 




a . 




! * 


1 r.l-.r: i ' 

/L ’ 

% 

• f 

; i ^ • 


. 


ji. . .. 

*■ 


;>'■ 



1 1":’' 

V'' 




« 1 

•1 



4-' • * 

•l ‘J ' 
, I- 

iV . i 





:.'s\ 

t! Jfl 

1 ' 

*• 

t, 






f 

1V'"- 




. v'V • 

• 




I*.-*' 


JK-1." ' 


i<-- - ’ 

t- 


" i 


r-' 

« 3 • ^ ) 



A 




Seminar on details of Jordan-EU Next year's state budget focus 
agreement to open here tomorrow of regular Cabinet meeting 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A seminar on 
the "ins and outs" of the 
Euro-Jordanian Association 
Agreement will open beie 
Monday, shordy following 
the signing of the agreement 
in Brussels. 

Ramon Mestres, economic 
counsellor at the European 
Commssion (EC), said the 
objective of the seminar, 
b^ted jointly by the Jordan 
Businessmen Association 
(JBA) and the EC, is to 
“allow the Jordanian private 
secan* to acquire increased 
IcDOwled^ of the agreement, 
its implications, opportuni- 
ties and challenges." 

JBA Chairman Hamdi 
Tabba' said the "feeling 
amo ng most businessmen is 
that there is a lack of knowl- 
edge tdxHit the contents and 
ibe impact of this agreement 
OD die economy. 


"The seminar is expected 
to open a channel for diar 
logue between the private 
sector and the concerned par- 
ties to reach a level of aware- 
ness and get more informa- 
tion about the agreement he 
explained. 

Two main themes will be 
highlighted at the seminar 
the general outline of the 
Euro-Jordanian Association 
agreement and intellectual 
property rights and the 
impact of the agreement on 
particular sectors. 

The agreement is the out- 
come of what is known as 
the "Barcelona process." ini- 
tiated in 1994 by the 15 EU 
member states and the 
Meditenanean countries to 
enhance economic partner- 
ship, a main pillar of the 
resulting Barcelona Declara- 
tion. 

Mr. Mesties said that the 
idea of partnership will "sub- 
stitute the original philoso- 


phy of donor and recipient 
and introduce a Itigh, 
demanding idea of associa- 
tion." 

The association agreement, 
w'luch has been und^ negoti- 
ation for nearly two years, 
includes aiticl« concerning 
the establishment of a hue 
trade area and political dia- 
logue, as well as enlarged 
cooperation in the culii^, 
social, and human resource 
sectors. 

Additionally, it lays out 
new standards for intellectual 
prppen>’ righis and rules of 
origin for Jordanian exports. 
It will be signed Monday by 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Fuyez Torawneh and the for- 
eign affairs ministers of the 
EU's IS member states. 

Both local and European 
experts on the agreement’s 
various aspects will di.scuss 
the main features of iniellec- 
tual property rights with ref- 
erence to the agreemenL the 


agreement’s effect on the 
tourism, phannaceutical, and 
agricultural sectors and rules 
of origin and Jordan’s access 
to the Worid Trade Oiganisa- 
tion. 

Among speakers from Jor- 
dan are Mr. Tabba’, Com- 
missioner of the Jordan 
Securities Commission Thy- 
seer Abdul Jaber. Deputy 
Chairman of the Arab Bank- 
ing Corporation Jawad 
Hadid, Secretary General of 
the Minisuy of Industry and 
Trade Mohammad Halaiqa, 
and Director of the Aid Coor- 
dination Unit/Director of 
Technical Support Unit at the 
Ministry of Planning Yousef 
Mansour. 

Bernard Philippe, Garrick 
Aird, and John Taylor, 
experts on customs and ta.xa- 
tion, tourism develi^ment, 
and rules of origin, respec- 
tively, will also be addres.sing 
the seminar. 


Texas Tech delegation reviews academic 
cooperation with University of Jordan officials 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A delega- 
tion from Texas Tech Univer- 
sity in tiie U.S. Ssourday held 
tafe witi) senior University 
Jodan (UJ) ofifidals at the 
outset of their visit to the 
Kiogdom. 

UJ Presideni Fawzi 
Gfaaiaibdi received the Amer- 
ican delegation, which is 
beaded by Donald Haragan. 
the Texas Tech presidenL The 
two sides reviewed bilateral 
cooperation in scientific and 
aca^mic fields and means of 
further developing them. 

Also discussed was the 
exchange of expertise in sev- 
eral fields. Dr. Gharaibeh and 
Dr. Haragan discussed the 
rde of the Univeiaty of Jor- 
dan in teaching A^ic at 
Texas Tech. 

The delegation also met 
with De»n of the Higher Edu- 
cation Faculty Lewis Mukat- 
tash, with whom they held 
talks on exchanging higher 
education programmes and 
charting plans of study. 



UJ President Fawzi Gharaibeh, Texas Tech President Donald Haragan, and delega- 
tion member Mohammad Maqqousi Saturday discuss cooperation between the two 
schools in several fields (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


King congratulates 
Lebanese presideni on 
independence day 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
sent a cable to Lebanese 
President Elias Hrawi 
congratulating him on 
behalf of the Jordanian 
government and people 
on the Lebanese indepen- 
dence day. King Hussein 
wished Mr. Hrawi good 
health and continued hap- 
piness and the Lebanese 
people prosperity and 
further development. 

Officers honoured for 
part in captaring 
woold-be assassins 

AMMAN (Petra) — Pub- 
lic Security Department 
(PSD) Director General 
Nasouh Muhieddin Sat- 
urday honoured two 
police officers for their 


efforts in apprehending 
the assailants of Khaled 
Misha'al. The officers 
were As'ad Na'eem Khat- 
ib and Mohammad Abu 
Seif. 

Workshop on use of iso- 
topes in water resources 
opens tomorrow 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Water Authority, in coop- 
eration with the 
International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA), 
will bold a regional 
workshop Monday on the 
uses of radioactive iso- 
topes in water resources. 
Water Authority Under- 
secretary for Technical 
Affairs Raja Jad'oun said 
the four-^y workshop 
will focus on papers and 
studies carried out in the 
region. Dr. Jad'oun said 
researchers from 

Lebanon, Egypt, Oman, 


Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates, Yemen, 
Syria, Iraq, Iran, Turkey. 
Afghanistan, and Jordan 
are taking part. 

Part of electric linkage 
between Jordan, Egypt 
to be completed by 
year’s end 

CAIRO (Petra) — Egypt- 
ian Minister of Electrici- 
ty and Energy Maher 
Abaza Saturday said the 
electric grid between sev- 
eral Mediterranean coun- 
tries will play an impor- 
tant role in the economies 
of the region. In a state- 
ment to the pre.ss, Mr. 
Abaza said the first step 
of the electric linkage 
between Jordan and 
Egypt is expected to be 
completed by the end of 
1997. 


LUHflT’S GOING ON 


FIFE JORDANIAN THE.ATRE 
FESTIVAL 

* “Two plays entitled "The House of 
Grier and "The Last Tale of 
Shahrazad" at the Royal Cultural Centre 
at 8:00 p.m. and 6:00' p.m., respectively. 

TWELFTH ITALIAN FILM WEEK 

* Two films entitled "Buon Naiale, 
Buon Anno" (Merry Chrismas, Happy 
New Year) and “Lo specchio delle mer- 
aviglie" (Through the Wonder Glass), 
with subtitles in English, at Samir A1 
Rifa’i auditorium. University of Jofdan 
at 5:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m., respectively. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Paintings by Saadi AI-Kaabi at On- 
em Gallery (Tel. 681303/4), until Dec. 

* Exhibitions of prints by Algerian 
3riist Rashid Koraishi and calligraphy 

by Iraqi artist HassanMas’oudi atD^t 

M Funun, Jabal Weibdeh until Dec. . J- 


Also displaying paintings by Jordanian 
artist Nasr Abdul Aziz and works by 
contemporary Arab artists. 

* "Portrait ‘97" — works by over thir- 
ty Arab artists at Orfali Axt Gallery. 
Umm Utheina, until Nov. 30. 

* Works by Khalid Khreis at Institute 
Cervantes, Jabal Amman, until Dec. 10. 

* Exhibition of wallhangings and 
weavings by Bashar Kathem and others 
at Noor Al Hussein Foundation, off 
Wadi Saqta Street (Tel. 699131/2) until 
Dec. 4. 

* "Journey Within" by Pakistani artist 
Gulgee and his son, sculptor Amin Gul- 
gee. at the Jordan National Gallery of 
Fine Ans (Tel. 630128), until Dec. 15. 

* Bani Hamida fall exhibition 
"Encounter” (displaying rugs designed 
by Japanese textile designer Tomoko 
lyoda) at Bani Hamida House, Jabal 
Amman, until Nov. 25 (Tel. 658696/7). 

* Exhibition of wicker accessories 
from Wadi Rayan, handicrafts and gift 
items at the Jordan Rivers Designs 
showroom (Tel. 613081), until Nov. 23. 


New 

11-member 
bloc in 
Parliament 
formed 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
new parliamentary bloc 
was formed Saturday 
under the name of 
“Democratic Solidarity,” 

The new bloc includes 
deputies Sa'd Hayel 
Srour, Ghaleb Zou’bi, 
Hamad Abu Zeid, Boijis 
Hadid, Fawzi Tueimeh, 
Abdullah Zureikat, 
Ghazi Fayez, Munir 
Sobar, Nayef Moula, 
Saleh Jbour, Sami Kha- 
sawneh, Fawaz Zou’bi, 
Bakhit Manayoh, 

Youssef Shreidah, Man- 
sour Ben Tarif, and 
Ahmad Ajarmeh. 

The 11 -member bloc 
will hold a meeting 
Monday to announce Us 
new members and its 
position on the Lower 
House presidency elec- 
tions. 

Meanwhile, the “Al 
Wifaq” parliamentary 
bloc held a meeting with 
the attendance of 13 out 
of its 20 members and 
reviewed their policy on 
the upcoming session. 

During the meeting. 
Deputy Abdul Hadi 
Majali was elected pres- 
ident, Hashem Faouri as 
secretary, and Abdullah 
Jazi as the bloc’s 
spokesperson. 

The "National Bloc” is 
scheduled to hold a 
meeting today to discuss 
its parliamentary agen- 
da. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
1998 state budget was the 
focus of discussions during 
the regular Cabinet session 
Saturday, according to 
Minister of State for Infor- 
mation Affairs Samir 
Mutawi. 

Speaking after the Coun- 
cil of Ministers' session, he 
said the ministers conduct- 
ed a first reading of the 
draft and expressed hope 
that the budget would be 


ready by the end of next 
week. 

Referring to the visit to 
Jordan by Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Toreq Aziz, 
Dr. Mutawi said the Iraqi 
official is coming here os 
part of a tour of Arab states 
to discuss developments in 
the Iraq-U.N. crisis over 
the issue of weapons 
inspection teams. 

Tlie Cabinet also heard a 
report on the outcome of 


the Middle East and North 
Africa economic confer- 
ence in Doha, according to 
Dr. Mutawi. 

He said Jordan will 
attend the upcoming 
Organisation of Islamic 
Conference summit to be 
held in Tehran from Dec. 
9-11, but DO decision h^ 
been taken yet on who will 
lead the Jordanian delega- 
tion. 

The Council of Ministers 


approved an agreement on 
a SIO million grant from 
Oman, which will be paid 
to Jordan in three insioll- 
ments over a period of five 
months. 

The Cabinet formed Jor- 
dan’s delegation to the 
third meeting on climate 
changes, due to open in 
Japan on Dec. I, and 
another delegation to 
attend the meeting of Arab 
justice ministers in Cairo. 


Mediation committee begins negotiations 
between health professionals, ministry 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special ro the Jordan Ttmea 

AMMAN — A mediation 
committee has initiated 
contacts between public 
sector health profession- 
als and the Ministry of 
Health and Medical Care 
to reach a settlement in 
their dispute on 
allowances and better 
work conditions. 

The committee, chaired 
by former Health Minister 
Zuhair Malhas, met with 
Minister of Health and 
Medical Care Ashraf 
Kurd! Friday in a prelimi- 
nary .session to attempt to 
reach a compromise in 
this dispute, which had 
prompted the dentists, 
doctors, and pharmacists 
working in government 
hospitals and health cen- 


Former Health Minister 
Zubair Malhas (File 
photo) 

tres to stage several small 
strikes. 

Basem Dajani, the 

spokesperson for the 


health professionals, last 
week said the health pro- 
fessionals decided to sus- 
pend their work stoppage 
action in order to give the 
mediation committee suf- 
ficient time to reach an 
agreement with the gov- 
ernment. 

Dr. Dajani, who is also 
president of the Jordan 
Medical Association 
(JMA), said the profes- 
sionals will meet with the 
newly-elected members of 
the Lower House of Par- 
liament to explain their 
demands but gave no 
dates. 

After the preliminary 
meeting with Dr. Kurdi, 
Dr. Malhas said the meet- 
ing was cordial and held 
in a favourable atmos- 
phere. He added that the 
committee will hold a 


series of meetings with 
the minister in order to 
reach a final solution that 
will safeguard the inter- 
ests of all parlies. 

Dr. Kurdi said the gov- 
ernment’s door will 
remain open to the media- 
tion committee, whose 
efforts to ensure uninter- 
rupted work by the health 
professionals are appreci- 
ated. 

Apart from Dr. Malhas, 
the committee comprises 
the following physicians: 
former health ministers 
Zeid Hamzeh and Adnan 
Jaijouli, Hassan Khreis, 
secretary general of the 
Arab Doctors Union, and 
former JMA presidents 
Ishaq Farhan, Fuad 
Kilani, and Musallam 
Qasero. 


Tourism society to open meeting here today 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Jordanian chapter of the 
Golden Helm Society, an 
organisation dedicated to 
pFomoting international 
tourism, will open its 32nd 
meeting at the Amman 
Cbamt^ of Industry today 
under the patronage of 
HRH Prince Abdullah, the 
society's honorary presi- 
dent. 

The two-day meeting, 
which is to be attended by 
tourism experts as well as 


society members, will dis- 
cuss a range of subjects 
related to encouraging and 
promoting tourism, 

international tourism rela- 
tions, exchange of exper- 
tise, and tourism as an 
indusny that bolsters 
□aiionaJ economies, 
according to the organisers. 

The delegates will also 
discuss the job opportuni- 
ties that the tourism indus- 
try can create and the capi- 
tal invested in tourism pro- 


jects. 

Both Minister of Tourism 
and Antiquities Akel Biltaji 
and RoyoJ Jordanian (RJ) 
Chief Executive Officer 
Nader Dababi. who is also 
president of the Jordanian 
Chapter of the Golden 
Helm Society, will address 
the opening session and 
outline the tourism seaor’s 
activities in the Kingdom. 

Eight Jordanian personal- 
ities and an unspecified 
number of foreign repre- 


sentatives will be honoured 
during the meetings in 
recognition of their distin- 
guished efforts to promote 
tiie tourism, hotel, and 
restaurant sectors. 

The Golden Helm Soci- 
ety, which was founded in 
Ittily in 1974, presents 
annual awruris to persons 
who make distinguished 
contributions to the tourism 
industry at the local, 
regional, and international 
levels. 


Crown Prince invites British investors 
to capitalise on new opportunities in Kingdom 


(Continued firom page 1) 

96 per cent. Inflation dur- 
ing 1997 is forecast at four 
per cent . . .and the stabili- 
ty of the dinar exchange 
rate has been maintained." 

The Crown Prince 
allayed concerns that the 
size of the Jordanian mar- 
ket made foreign invest- 
ment in the country unfea- 
sible. 

"It should be stated that 
in addition to our associa- 
tion with the EU, we have 
recently, at Doha, conclud- 
ed an agreement on the so- 
called Qualifying Industri- 
al Zones (QIZ). This pro- 
vides Jordanian-Israeli 
joint ventures access 
to the U.S. market. Trilat- 
eral joint ventures with 
U.K. investors can, in this 
way, have Iree access for 
their products not only to 
local markets, but also the 
USA and EU. This unique 
feature should be tapped 
immediately." 

"As we approach the 
final stages in the peace- 
making process, planting 
the se^s for peace build- 


ing was very much on our 
mind," In this regard, we 
directed our efforts to the 
preparation of comprehen- 
sive tenns of reference for 
the development of the Jor- 
dan Rift Valley. The com- 
prehensiveness of the 
approach was not limited 
to the nature of the sectors 
to be developed," said the 
Crown Prince, r^erring to 
the Palestinians, Lebanese 
and the Syrians. "Much 
has been achieved." 

"The feasibility studies 
for the projects on the fast 
track list are completed. So 
is the pre-feasibility of 
long-term projects. The 
first of these projects, (he 
Aqaba Peace Airport, is 
currently under trial opera- 
tion. Downstream indus- 
tries from the Dead Sea to 
hotels, construction, elec- 
trical power generation, 
deep underground water 
utilisation and specialised 
agricultural activities are 
but some of these projects. 
These and other projects 
deserve your attention and 
are open for your direct 
participation and invest- 


ment," he told his audi- 
ence. 

The Crown Prince, who 
will witness the signing of 
the association agreement 
in Brussels tomorrow, told 
chamber members that the 
UK.*s assumption in Janu- 
ary of the EU presidency 
"augurs well for the launch 
of [Jordan’s] partnership 
with Europe." 

‘Traditional ties of coop- 
eration between Jordan and 
Britain will surely provide 
a solid foundation for our 
new relationship with 
Europe.” he said. 

Prince Hassan said that 
“[the Middle East’s] pros- 
perity depends on regional 
and international politics." 

"The Euro-Mediter- 
ranean Partnership, as well 
as Jordan’s Association 
with the European Club are 
surely the most important 
buildmg blocs for evolving 
security, cooperation and 
civilised code of conduct 
in the Middle EasL" 

The Crown Prince also 
expressed concern for the 
humanitarian crisis in Iraq 
saying that a time frame 


for lifting sanctions should 
be established. 

“I just like to point out 
very clearly, that the Russ- 
ian initiative that has been 
received in Geneva by Sec- 
retary of State Madeleine 
Albright and (British) For- 
eign Secretary Robin 
Cook, included an urgency 
in terms of the technical 
point, in terms of trans- 
parency and in terras of 
timing. It is saying very 
clearly to start an end with- 
in a specific time frame." 

‘There is a feeling 
among ihe people that 
sanctions will go on forev- 
er,” he said. “TOs is unten- 
able. Security is about 
involving people." 

"There is a need for con- 
structive thinking to 
address the situation in 
Iraq, in all its aspects, and 
end the suffering of the 
Iraqi people," he said. 

Also anending the event 
were Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sarvatb, His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Faisal and Sir Brian Jenk- 
ins. 


Security Council meets to discuss UNSCOM’s 
recommendations offering ^little concessions’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

certifies that all Iraqi 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion — nuclear, biological, 
chemical and long-range 
missiles — have been dis- 
mantled. 

The commissioners 
repeated that Iraq must pro- 
vide the UJ^. inspectors 
with full, unconditional and 
immediate access to all 
sites they wish to visit, and 
blamed Baghdad for any 


delays in their work. 

In another small conces- 
sion to Russia, the commis- 
sioners noted that “addi- 
tional aerial surveillance, 
with ad^tional aircraft 
could enhance UNSCOM 
effectiveness, including 
night surveillance, if possi- 
ble." 

This was an indirect refer- 
ence to Iraqi charges that a 
U.S. spy plane, loaned to 
UNSCOM, was woricing 
for Washington. Iraq has 


threatened to shoot down 
the U-2 and Russia on Fri- 
day called for reconnais- 
sance planes from txber 
countries to be used on a 
rotation basis. 

The United States insists 
that the crisis will only be 
resolved when Iraq cooper- 
ates fully with the inspec- 
tracking down Iraqi 
weapons of mass desizuc- 

tiCMl. 

Ir^ has consistently 
denied access to the inspec- 


tors in recent months, and 
Mr. Butler has expressed 
the fear that Baghd^ may 
have profited from the 
three-week pause in inspec- 
tions to step up production 
of banned biological and 
chemical weaponry. 

One uncertainty remmned 
on Saturday — how the 
Iraqi president would react 
after Russia failed to deliv- 
er on its promise to speed 
the lifting of sanctions. 




4 World News 


Jordan Times, Sunday, November 23, 1997 


French Socialists 
stress unity at congress 



BREST. France (R) — 
France’s Socialist Party, 
catapulted to power in last 
June's snap general elec- 
tion, holds a national con- 
gress this weekend aimed at 
building on Lionel Jospin's 
strong start as prime minis- 
ter. 

The party, which governs 
in a coalition with Greens 
and Communists, has 
shown itself unusually unit- 
ed as it prepared for the two 
days of debate in the 
Atlantic port of Brest. 

With 'Vealism of the left” 
as ±eir slogan, the 
Socialists hope Brest will 
mark die beginning of a 
“new era” in which the 
party works together to sup- 
port Mr. Jospin rather tb^ 
slide back into the bickering 
that has weakened it in the 
past. 

*nt's a new era that's start- 
ing,” Francois Hollande, 
the designated new leader 
of the party, told Reuters. 

“Party unity must be 
respected, and at the same 
time the pony has to contin- 
ue what it does best, that is 
to produce ideas,” said Mr. 
HoUaode who will succeed 
Mr. Jospin as first secretary 
of the party after the con- 
gress. 

“I want the Socialist Party 
to be useful, both for the left 
and the country.” 

The PS, as the party is 
known in fhench, has not 
always been as useful as it 
can be now. Under the late 
President Francois 

Mitterrand, the party was 
split into several rival fac- 
tions and seemed to have 
lost its way. 

Only one issue — 
France's shortage of jobs — 


threatened tiie smooth run- 
ning of the congress. 

About a thousand people 
demonstrated Friday out- 
side the Brest conference 
centre where the Socialist 
congress is being held, to 
protest against job insecuri- 
ty and France's 12.S per 
cent unemployment 

Brest has been particular- 
ly hard hit due to job cuts at 
its shipyards triggered by 
cuts in the state defence 
budget 

Mr. Hollande told tbe pro- 
testers he would meet trade 
union Fepresentatives later 
to discuss the jobless issue. 

E)espite xh& unemploy- 
ment problem overshadow- 
ing the economy, tbe “red- 
pink-green” coaUtion which 
Mr. Jospin put together 
after winning die early elec- 
tions called by conservative 
President Jacques Oiirac 
has had some successes. 

It pulled off what its con- 
servative predecessor did 
not dare — trimming the 
state budget to ensure 
France would qualify for 
Europe's planned single 
currency under Economic 
and Monetary Union 
(EMU). 

After nearly six months in 
power, a CSA opinion poll 
published Friday in tbe 
daily Le Parisien said Mr. 
Jospin remained popular, 
wi^ 61 per cent of people 
voicing confidence in 
to 39 per cent who did noL 

His prot6g6 Hollande. 43. 
has di^layed tbe same mix 
of pragmatism and left- 
wing v^ues that has made 
Mr. Jospin far more popular 
than conservative Alain 
Juppe, the technocratic 
prime minister swept away 


Belgian pastor and 
daughter killed 5 
relatives — police 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — A 
murder investigation of a 71- 
year-old pastor in Belgium 
took a gruesome new twist 
Saturday when police 
aoDOunced his daughter had 
confessed to helping him kin 
several of their fan^y mem- 
bers. 

Agnes f^andy, 39. who was 
beiself anested Friday one 
month after having her father. 
Andras Pandy, arrested last 
month, admitted to the mur- 
der of five relative Brussels 
public piosecutor Frao 9 ois 
Monsieur said. 

Two of the victims were 
killed with a slec^ehammer. 
while three — including 
Agnes Pandy 's mother Dona 
Sores — were shot, Mr. 
Monaeursaid. 

He added that Agnes Pandy 
said ^ had herself killed her 
mother and that tbe victims' 
bodies had been cut up and 
disposed of to prevent discov- 
ery. 

“Some bits had been dis- 
solved in acid. Others were 
put in plastic bags and placed 
near abattoirs” in Brussels. 
Mr. Monsieur said. 

It was the daugher's testi- 
mony to police about her 
father tiiat led to die arrest of 
tbe Hungarian-bom pastor 
last mondi. 

Andras Rindy has been 
chaiged with murdering two 
ex-wives and four of tus eight 
diildien between 1986 ^ 
1990. He has denied tiie 
chaiges and has refused to 
speak to prosecutors for the 
past month. 

Andras Pandy's ex-wives, 
two sons and two daughreis 
disappeared without nace 
betw^ 1986 and 1990. He 
was said to have hired 
Hungarian “actors” to play 
the role of misang fenuly 
members on seve^ occa- 
sions to divert susf^on. 

During the investigation, 
police ftxind traces of Uood 
on a stairwell and flesh of 
undetermined origm in reftig- 
erators at two of Mn Pandy’s 
three homes in Bnissels. 

Bones from at least three 
bodies were found under a 
concrete slab in the basement 
of one of the hcnnes in late 
October. DNA tests were said 


to be still underway. 

A seaich of the third home 
turned up an um axitaicung 
what he said were tiie ashes of 
a sister who <hed in Hungary 
in 1994. 

Even before Agnes Pandy's 
statements, Belgian's press 
had described the father and 
daughter as a murdering duo. 
or **Dracula and R^putin 
oimbiDed.” as the daily Le 
Soir wrote. 

Another paper. La Demi&TS 
Heure, said the pair may have 
killed nuxe than 10 people. 

It said that the tests on the 
bones found in Mr. Pandy's 
basement indicated they were 
not relatives and ^le^ated 
that tiiey may be the remains 
of four Hungarian women 
lured ftrxn Eastern Europe. 

De Standaard new^aper, 
which bad written that Agnes 
Pandy had admitted killizig 
*1ier mother and one of her 
brodiers.'' said she and 
Andras Pandy had conducted 
an incestuous relationship. 

On OcL 30, the Brussels 
weekly Blik ran an interview 
whb Agnes Pandy in which 
she was reported as saying; “I 
am asham^ to be the dau^ 
ter of a man who could turn 
out to be (xie of tbe worst ser- 
ial killers of the cemuiy." 

The case been compli- 
cated by reports that tbe 
Andras Pandy detained mi^ 
b fact be Pandy's younger 
brother and tiiat Pa^ ^ 
di«l in 1956. Belgian investi- 
gators have since largely dis- 
counted that ibeoiy. 

The hofritic oanire of tbe 
case and the increasingly 
bizarre details uncovered ^ 
reported have added to a 
st^ of other recent night* 
marishvkiUings in BelgiuriL 

In liide over a year, the 
countiyybas been I^ reeling 
by the case of paedophile 
Mate Dutroux, cbaiged over 
tbe abduction and deaths of 
six Belgian girls, the case of 
Patrick Deroebette, char;^ 
witit the abduction and jefte of 
a nine-year-old girl, and the 
discovery that a stiU-at-laige 
serial toiler has b^ leaving 
plastic containing the 
cui-up remains of four 
women in the southern city of 
h^xis. 


by tbe early poll. 

His pack^ of draft poli- 
cy motions for the congress 
to approve won a startling 
85 per cent support in pre- 
congress meetings of local 
socialist organisations 

around the country. 

“This is the first time in a 
long lime that there has 
been such a l^e majority 
in the Socialist Party,” a 
senior party official, Jean- 
Christophe Cambadelis, 

said a^r the results were 
announced Monday. 

“There is now a stable 
majority in ±e party, some- 
thing we lost in the early 
1990s.” he added. 

While Mr. Hollande's res- 
olutions are neither govern- 
ment policy nor binding on 
Mr. Jospin, they reflect the 
opinion of the main party in 
Che French government. 

They echo the govern- 
ment's determination to put 
jobs at the top of its agenda 
and support Italy and Spain 
in their bid to join the first 
wave of EMU. 

Two sensitive EMU top- 
ics that raise deep suspi- 
cions in Germany — &e 
French proposal for an 
“economic government” as 
a counterpart to the 
European Central Bank, 
and questions about the 
value of the future euro cur- 
rency against the U.S. dol- 
lar — are also mentioned as 
“objects for negotiation 
within the community.” 

The resolutions also firm- 
ly support the reduced 35- 
hour work week already 
decided by the government 
amid howls of protest from 
business, and declare the 
party's goal is a four-day 
work week. 

China to 
fulfil key 
rights 

covenants in 
Hong Kong 

BEIJING (AFP) — China 
said Sanuday it would coop- 
erate with the United Nations 
in implementing cwo key 
human rights covenants in 
Hong Kong, even through 
Beijing is not yet a signatory 
to either ce^. 

“Quna wiU {xovide rele- 
vant UJ^. departments with 
infonnation on the impie- 
mentation of the 

Intetnational Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights 
and the laiemational 

Covenant on Ecoooraic. 
Socitd and Cultural Rights in 
Hong Kong,” stud Foreign 
MiitisQy spokesman SbCT 
Guofang. 

'This is in order to enable 
the UJ^. and tbe internation- 
al community to have a bet- 
ter understanding.” he sbd in 
a dispatch carri^ ^ Xinhua. 

Alan Paul British team 
leader of the Sino-British 
Joint Liaison Group, said 
Thursday that China was 
under an obligation to submit 
a human rights report to tbe 
U.N. under the 1984 Joint 
Declaration between London 
and Beijing, which paved the 
way Hong Kong’s return 
to tiie mainland on July 1. 
'*Beijing was obliged by the 
joint declaration to subnut 
the report under the 
btemational Goviozanc on 
Civil and Political Rights,'* 
Mr. Paul said. 

China has previously dis- 
puted the obUgation. saying 
only that die articles ftom the 
two covenants that are “suit- 
able” to Hong Kong will be 
implentented there. 

“China will cooperale with 
tbe UJ^. to give an expres- 
sion to tbe principle of 'one 
country, two systenB* even 
though (he country is not a 
signatory state to the two 
covenants yet,” Mr. Sben 
sakL 

China is close to becoming 
a signatory to the covenant 
on economic, social and cul- 
tural rights, but has yet to 
agree to sign the sister agree- 
ment on civil and political 
rights. 


Staid images 
outshine modem 
icons in new Britain 



Bosnian Serb soldiers register at a polling station in Pale outside Sar^evo (Reuter 
photo) 

Bosnian Muslims vote 
in Bosnian Serb elections 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — 
Muslims who were “ethni- 
cally cleansed” from Sab- 
held areas in Bo^a v<^ed 
Saturday in weekend polls 
for a Bosnian Serb p^a- 
raent. sceptical that their 
votes would be enou^ to 
change the hostile climate 
of tbe region. 

Out of the 1.1 million 
people who registered to 
vote for the parliament of 
the Serb-run Republika 
Srpska — half of p^-war 
Bosnia — many are 
Muslims and Croats now 
living as (tisplaced people in 
tbe MusUm-Croat 

Federation — which makes 
up the other half of the 
country. 

T am voting because i 
believe that is the way for 
me to return home.” smd 
Soima Salan, 61, who voted 
in Vogosca, a Sarajevo sub- 
urb now populated mostly 
with Muslims forced to flee 
from elsewhere in the coun- 
try. 

Ms. Salon, who was 
expelled by Serb forces in 


1992 from the eastern town 
of Rogatica. was neverthe- 
less sceptical the improve- 
ment would happen soon. 

T will die before the time 
for return comes but I came 
to vote today because our 
people that we elect to rep- 
resent us could help the 
process.” she said. 

Of S3 deputies elected in 
the country's first post-war 
elections in September 
1996. 1 7 were Muslims and 
one a Croat, with the rest 
Serbs. The current elections 
were called to attempt to 
settle a feud between hard- 
liners, who dominated the 
last parliament and opposed 
the return of refugees and 
the more pro-Westem 
Bosnian Serb president, 
Biljana Plavsic. 

Ms. Salan was among 
those refugees who decided 
to cast an absentee ballot in 
stations in Sarajevo chat 
recorded rather a low 
mroout in the first hour, not 
helped by below zero tem- 
peratures. 

Some 3S0 people, mostly 


men, gathered to be bussed 
to eastern Bosnia to vote in 
person. 

Omer Zunic, 70, from 
Visegrad said be had voted 
in the same way in the local 
polls this September 
because the Serbs “should 
see we are still here and 
alive.” 

“Of course I want to 
return but I doubt it wiU go 
that easy since the Serbs are 
not allowing it They do not 
respect any politick deal 
but nevertheless we will not 
stop voting,” he said. 

Mr. Zunic was sceptical 
that current rift among the 
Serb leadership would 
improve the prospects for 
refugee return. 

“I don't crust Plavsic, she 
b just as much a nationalist 
as (former Bosnian Serb 
President Radovan) 

Kanuizic”. Mr. Zunic said. 
“And generally all Serb par- 
ties have same programmes. 
They always say it is their 
republic and they always 
advocate ethnic purity,” he 
added. 


LONDON (R) — Cool 
Britannia step aside. Most 
Britons still prefer the tradi- 
tional menu of roast beef, 
prim royals and Charles 
Dickens to all tbe cultish. 
creative images linked to 
the London of the late 
1990s, according to a sur- 
vey published Saturday. 

Be it the Beatles beating 
Oasis, Laura Ashley out- 
fashioning Vivienne 

Westwood or Morris 
Dancers outmanoeuvring 
tbe Spice Girls, Britain has 
confirmed itself to be a 
country of fuddy-duddies. 

“Britons are precisely 
what everyone has sup- 
posed them to be: A nation 
of traditionalists,” accord- 
ing to the Daily Telegraph, 
which commissioned die 
G^uppoU. 

British society has under- 
gone a mini-revolution in 
die 1990s as its creative tal- 
ents helped cum London 
into the most bappening 
city in die worid. 

From film makers to 
bands, fashion designers to 
che^ new talent h^ reju- 
venate a nation that was 
ambivalent about hs place 
in the new world order. 

Even Queen Elizabeth, 
the epitome of old-fesh- 
ioned British reserve, 
detected “an air of confi- 
dence in this country of 
ours” in a speech this week. 

Yet the C^up {toll found 
most people still think 
images associated with die 
old Britain are more persua- 
sive in promoting Britain’s 
image. It polled 1,011 peo- 
ple, asking them to cooipare 
pairs of names, ima^s or 
phrases that reflected both 
Great Britain and cod 
Britannia. 

Tbe (2ueen Mother, matri- 


arch of the monarchy, 
scored 70 per cent against 
28 per cent for working 
modier Cbeiie Blair, wife of 
the charismatic new Labour 
prime minister. 

indeed, it was the election 
of the Labour government 
in may that helped propel 
Britain forward as a party 
run by a clique of 40-some- 
thmgs promised economic 
and social shake-up after 
two decades of 
Conservative rule. 

Yet Britons, while eager 
for political change, ore 
dogg^y loyal to old icons 
in a fe^-efaanging worid. 
“Old beats modem by a 
wide margin. The verdict in 
most cases is emphadc,” 
said die paper. 

So Jane Austen, whose 
works are parroted in class- 
rooms and televised ad- 
infinitum, easily out- 
stripped modem diarist 
Bridget Jones, whose log 
dweUs on cigarettes, calo- 
ries, sex and ^cohol. 

Cwntry Life magazine, 
bible of Che landed gentry, 
scored 68 per cent against 
24 per cent for loaded, lewd 
magazine for “new lads” 
wife attitude. 

Even curry, which wafts 
over every high street, 
scored a poor 16 per cent 
against the traditional 
Sunday roast of “meat and 
two veg”, which polled 82 
per cent 

Country homes, village 
pubs. Lord’s cricka ground 
and beefeater guards: all 
outscored their 1990s 
rivals. In the few excep- 
tions, warm beer lost out to 
cold lager and Richard 
Branson’s thoroughly mod- 
em Virgin Company just 
pipped the posh people's 
store. Harrods. 


Mandela honours Suharto, 
reports ‘progress’ on E. Timor 


Quake death toll rises 
to 6 as Bangladesh 
rocked by more tremors 


CAPE TOWN (AFP) ~ 
President Nelson Mandela 
Saturday bestowed South 
Africa's highest award on 
visiting Indonesian 

President Suharto and 
reported “good progress” in 
discussions on tbe priddy 
East Timor issue. 

At a short ceremor^ at his 
official Geoadendal home 
here, Mr. Mandela present- 
ed Mr. Suharto with tbe 
Order of Good Hope inedai 
in recognition of his 
“invaluable contribution to 
the promotion of fiieodly 
and mutually beneficial 
relations between South 
Africa and Indonesia.” 

Indooesia. he added, had 
supported his African 
National Congress ui its 
anti-apartheid snuggle and 
had strictly applied saite- 
tions against the former 
white minority South 
African government 

In a brief statement Mr. 
Subarto repeated state- 
ments he has made to the 
media throughout his three- 
day state visit to Soufe 
A^ca: that Indonesia and 
South Africa slKHild co- 
operate to help set up a 
world order “baWd on Inde- 
pendence, peace and endur- 
ing social justice.” 

The ceremony wound up 
Mr. Suharto's vist. which 
was focused in the Cape 
Town area and in the emuse 
of which bilateral trade and 
aviation agieemems were 
signed between Soutii 
Africa and Indonesia. 

The visit was critictsol by 
a number of political 
groups as well as the labour 
federation, the Congress of 
South African Trade 
Unions (COSATU), which 
staged pickets and protests 
agains t Indonesia's occu{»- 
tion of East Tuner. 

Mr. Mandela defended his 
decision to honour Mr. 
Suharto, saying he was pre- 
pared to sp^ to any 
leader, “no matter what his 
record.” 

Mr. Suharto was due soon 
later Saturday to leave for 
Vancouver, Canada, for the 



Indonesian President Mohamed Suharto (left) and 
South African President Nelson Mandela sfiroif away 
from die cameras in Cape Town after Mr. Mandria pre- 
sented Mr. Suharto ith tbe Order of Good Hope (Gold 
Class), Sooth Africa's highest award (AFP photo) 


fifth Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) meet- 
ing on Nov. 24-25. 

Speaking to reporters 
aftCT the ceremony, Mr. 
Mandela said would tiy 
later Saturday to contact 
U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan to brief him on 
his discussions with Mr. 
Suharto on East Timor, 
which Indonesia invaded in 
1975 and annexed tbe fol- 
lowing year. 

“1 am going to try to 
speak to (Annan) this ^er- 
DOOD and warn him that I'm 
sending a very confidential 
document to him reporting 
on my discussions with 
President Suharto,” 
Mandela said, without giv- 
ing details. 

^ have not the slightest 
doubt that we have made 
good progress with 
President Suharto ' in 
addressing the difficult and 
sensitive issue of East 
Timor,” be added. 

“And this is all that con- 
cerns me. that we should 
continue to have break- 
throughs” Mr. Mandela 
said, adding that it was cru- 
cial tbe nature of the talks 
should remain confideotial. 

He said be had been act- 
ing in his meetings with Mr. 
Suharto ou behalf of Mr. 


Annan and it was necessary 
first to brief the UJ4. chi^ 
before any public statement 
could be made. 

The South Afiicao leader 
had been expected to renew 
his call on Mr. Suharto to 
release jailed East Timorese 
rebel leader Xanana 
Gusmao. 

Mr. Gusmao was bead of 
the Fretilin independence 
movemenr from 1979 until 
his arrest in tbe East 
Tunorese capital of Dili in 
late 199Z He is currently 
serving a 20-year term in 
prison in Jakarta for plot- 
ting agmnst the state and 
for illegal possession of 
firearms. 

Mr. Mandela, who is call- 
ing for muld-pany talks to 
end the East Timor 
Impasse, believes all role 
players should be free to sit 
around tbe table to discoss 
the issue — as happened in 
South Africa's negotiation 
between 1990 and 1994 of 
a power-sharing deal that 
ended apartheid. 

The 79-year-old South 
African statesman held 
talks with Mr. (3usmao dur- 
ing a state visit to Indonesia 
in July and later called for 
his release. Mr. Suharto has 
not publicly responded to 
the call. 


(^nriAGONG, clear the defxis and rescue 

Bangladesh (Aj^ — The trapped victims from the 
death toQ from an earthquake original tumbler, 
wfaidi struck this southeast- Two flocas of the five- 
etn port ci^ rose to six storey building sank into the 
Sanity, with at least 11 ground in tte quake and 
people stin missing as a cracks appeared in several 
slrc^ afreisbock was felt other b^dings. IMd^’s 

PoUce said they were try- tremor was also felt in nearby 
ing to retrieve two bodies Cox’s Bazar, a tourist resort 
trapped under (he drixis of a tows, the c^tal Dhaka, and 
five-storey building wfaicb Barisal dist^ in soufeem 
partially collsqised in Bangladesh, weather offi- 
Riday's tremoc, estimated by dais said, adding ii lasted for 
tbe Hong Kong observatevy about right secc^. 
to be six on tbe Richter scale. Offidals said its epicentre 

Four dead and 10 injured, was located some 135 kilo- 
aU fait by felling debris, were mdres northeast ^ boo near 
recovered frtm tbe site Bangladesh’s frontier with 
Frid^. Residents and po^ Indfen Mizmam and Tripura 
said a short, sharp jolt states. Hdday’s tremor was 
Saturday monung caused die 13di to stiflEe Bangladesh 
panic in die dty, but there in the past eight months, 
were no reposts of further Previous earthquakes ggtiyad 
serious dflmagn TltX^ VeXC almost do major damag* or 
called in late Friday to be^ casualties. 

Hong Kong’s new 
airport may face 
opening delay — report 


HONG KONG (AFP) — The 
opeomg of Hoog Kong's new 
airport may be posqioiied for 
two memhs until next June 
when the ahpott railway 
comes into service, press 
rqptxts srid Saturd^. 

The South China Moming 
Post quoted sources as saying 
tibe anport amhoii^ was 
rethinldng tbe scheduled 
openiQg date of next April 
after the railway builders, the 
Mass Transit Railway 
Corpora^ (MTRQ, matfe 
it clear it could not open fee 
line fay then. Tbe papa emot- 
ed the source as saying a final 
decisoQ would be wfaftn next 
month, with members of tbe 
auilimity divided oq vfeefea' 
to stk^ to fee original 
timesable. 

The new rirpoct at Chek 
Lap Kric, built on. a largely 
man-made island off fee coast 

of OUdyfeg l -antAfi . 
will be linifpd to the central 

huaness disfnrf fn«d ^wid -a 


344til(xnetie railway. 

The govenaoeDt had ya rd 
several firnes feat it planned 
to op» fee airport next A;xil 
even if the railw^ line was 
mcQQ^ilete. 

Nidaolas Ng, secretaiy for 
transport, told legislaiors last 
moQtfr "It remains fee target 
offeegovennnentacidtheair- 

pGrt authority to open tbe new 
airpoit at Chek Lap Kok in 
Aprill99a” 

The MTRC reportedly 
admitted that fee construction 
driay was due to last year's 
wage dispute involving for- 
eign workers. 

The railway will take trav 

eUexs from centre to tite new 
ahpoct in 23 mmiBBS, 

The cost of fee 10 aopra^ 
core ptqjeris,. indudmg fee 
worid’s k«gest road and rai 
suqienaai brit^ is fegfimaf. 
ed at more than S20 UDka 
and is ooe of the worid*! 
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Indian coalition to fall I 
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next week — MPs 


S,,' 


new D^Hl (AFP I — 
India's ruling coalition will 
fall next week over a probe 
into the assassination of 
j(ajiv Gandhi, pany leaders 
warned Saturday, as Prime 
Minister Inder Kumar 
Gujral hinted elections 
could follow. 

Mani Shankar Aiyar. a 
prominent Congress i 
ixiember. said the minority 
United Front would not be 
able to ward off the crisis 
following a Congress 
threat to withdraw its cru- 
cial support. 

“I r^ly can't see how 
this particular coalition 
comhinaijon can survive. I 
just can't see that happen- 
ing," he said, adding that 
he gave it “until" next 
week" before it collapsed. 

Congress announced it 
would withdraw iLs parlia- 
rneot^ backing from the 
coalition unless the gov- 
ernment ousted one of its 
founding members, the 
DMK party, after an offi- 
cial probe implicated it in 
Gandhi's 1991 murder. 

The report said the 
regional party from south- 
ern India had given “tacit" 
support to Sri Lankan sepa- 
ratist rebels blamed for the 
assassination. 

Inder Kumar Gujral, who 
became prime nunister in 


April after the Congress 
forced the United Front to 
shed H.D. Deve Gowda os 
coalition leader and pre- 
mier. said he too fell ihe 
elections were a possibility. 

"It may be the next elec- 
tions will lake place os ihe 
couniTN' celebrates its 50th 
year of independence." Mr. 
Gujral said, hinting that his 
coalition government may 
not surv'ive it.s full five- 
year term. 

India w'ent to the polls in 
April and May last year. 
New polls would lead to 
the country's fifth govern- 
ment within two years. 

Leftist partnere in the 
multi-party coalition also 
rejected the Congress 
demand for the DMK's 
ouster, killing possibilities 
of a new realignment with- 
in the United Front. 

But Congress officials, 
.speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said there were 
moves to try to form an 
alternative coalition to end 
the deadlock. 

Mani Shankar Aiyar, 
however, said Congress 
President Siiamm Kesri 
would not back down from 
his demand that the DMK 
be ousted from the United 
Front, 

“I don't see any chance 
of a change in the Congress 


stance — Mr. Kesri would 
have to do a complete U- 
tum for that," he said. “It 
would be a tremendous 
loss of face for Mr. Kesri 
and would cause howls of 
protest from the rank and 
file." 

The opposition Hindu 
nationalists — Congress 
rivals who overtook it as 
India's largest parliamen- 
tary party after last year’s 
general elections — mean- 
while. accused the Con- 
gress of trying to forge a 
new coalition. 

“The Congress and the 
Front are crying to cobble 
together yet another unnat- 
ur^ and undemocratic rul- 
ing coalition," Venkaiah 
Naidu, general secretary of 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP, Indian people's 
party i said. 

Mr. Naidu said the Con- 
gress wa.s trying to regain 
power “through the back 
door." 

The BJP, with 162 mem- 
bers in India's 545-seat 
lower house, compared to 
the United Front's 1 80 and 
Congress' 140, got their 
first taste of power after 
lost year's hung elections. 

But their government 
was ousted in 13 days after 
it failed to prove a majori- 
tv. 
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Rock star Michael Hutchence 
found hanged in Sydney hotel 


? death toll risa 
i Bangladesh 
i by more treim 


I 

jp- - :’.v 

«i 

In SiJu'fU.--:-: 

n >ur : ■ >. 

^ . . 

U.-v.ilUl' 


. •J.TT' Ju "■ 
. .. ... ‘Ji’ 

• i' » ! 

-M 

. . joi: • 

> . i';'- 

n:'- r'’- 

LitT 


SYDNEY (AFPi — Rock 
super^ Michael Hutchence, 
lead singer of the band OMXS. 
was fbi^ dead in a luxury 
bote] suite here Saturday after 
^jparently conunitting sul- 
Hie flamboyant 37-;year- 
old Australian, whose band 
.saw woid record sales of 
more than 20 million, was 
found hanging by a leather 
belt in a fif^-fioor suite of the 
Carlton Hotel in the 
exclusive Double Bay har- 
bouiside suburb. 

Crowds quickly gathered 
outside the hotel after hearing 
the news although police 
refused to confirm 
Hutchence's identity. 

The belt was taken away for 
scientific examination, police 
said, but there were no suspi- 
cious circumstances sur- 



j . • cr.' • 
... 

There were a number of 
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prescription drugs in the room 
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but no illegal drugs were 



found. His body was found 
a hotel employee. 
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With his death Hutchence 
joins a long line of rock star?: 



who have enjoyed 


... ■■ 

intemadcKial fame and huge 

4cf*i 


recOTd sales before taking 
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their own lives. 



Kong's new 
mav taee 
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lows most recently the death 
of Kurt Cobain, lead singer 
wMi die group Nirvana who 
shot himself in Seattle in 
i^xil 1994 at the age of 27. 
He took his life after a Icmg 
struggle with drugs and 
depression. 

Hutchence's girlfiiend the 
Bdtish television personality 
Pbula Yales said through 
lawyer in London she had “no 
exp lanarifin " for her 
boyfriend’s death. 

Hubtiience and Yates, also 


37. had a child, Heavenly 
Hirani liger Lily, and she had 
three children by a previous 
marriage to Irish singer Bob 
Geldof. The couple were due 
to m^ in January on (be 
Tahitian island of Bora. 

"We can give no explana- 
tion for bmchael's death." 
lawyer Anthcmy Burton told 
reporters outside the couple’s 
home in the upmarket 
Chelsea district of London. 

'Paula heard this devastat- 
ing new's thnaugh a friend and 
myself a short" while ago... 1 
would ask that she be left 
alone with her children and 
friends to enable her to absorb 
and cope with what has hap- 
pened." he added 
Yates will fly out shortly to 
Sydney, he said 
“She is deqjly upset and 
devastated. It is her intention 
to go to Australia as soon as 
possible with their daughter 
Tiger Lily." 

The lawyer said he had 
himself spoken to Hutchence 
recently and found him 
happy. "I Ia.st spoke to him a 
few weeks ago, he was very 
hs^y," he said 
Hutchence flew into Syd- 
ney Tuesday from London 
.ahead of the 20ih anniversary 
lour for INXS, who have 
recorded 10 ^bums- Ms. 
Yates and their baby were due 
to fly out here next week to 
join him. 

INXS. which was formed in 
Perth after Hutchence teamed 
up with Andrew and Tun Far- 
riss in 1977. have spent the 

last few days rehearsing at the 
Sydney teleNisitHi studios of 
the Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation (ABC). 

He was due to meet fellow 
INXS members Saturday at 
the ABC studios to record a 


telev'ision appearance. 

Hutchence, always seen as 
the focus of the band had a 
similar struaing. pouting style 
to that of Rolling Stones lead 
singer Mick Jagger. 

Hjs associates have said be 
appeared happy witib life in 
the days before his death. 

Hutchence reportedly dined 
with his fatiier and mother at 
a restaurant here the lugbt 
before he ded and again 
£^)peared relaxed and happy. 

Restaurateur Lola Cri^s- 
ingbara told the Channel Ten 
tele>dsioo network be was 
smiling and friendly with the 
staff, although his father 
remarked at one stage he was 
wonried about his son. 

Hutchence’s private life fell 
repeatedly under tiie media 
spotlight in recent years for 
lonnances with glamorous 
showbusiness women, 
including fellow Australian 
soap star and pop singer Kylie 
Minogue and model Helena 
Christensen. 

INXS had major hits in 
Australia early in their career 
wnlh songs includng Bum 
For You. I Send A Message 
and Don't Change. The band 
scored a major success in the 
United States wntb the dbura 
Kick and the singles New 
Sensation, and Need You 
TorughL 

They also performed a sell- 
out show at London's Wemb- 
ley Stadium. 

The band toured constantly 
throughout the world and per- 
form^ at major charity gigs 
including the Australian e^ 
of the Live Aid concert series 
in the 1980s. 

Record soles (cr the group, 
however, fell in recent years 
as tiieir popularity waned 
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Rouge 
genocide a 
Vietnamese 
hoax* 


PHNOM PENH (AFPI — 
The commander of Cam- 
bodia's military resistance 
under ousted F!m 
mier Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh has claimed 
the geoocidal reginu; of 
the Khmer Rouge is a 
product of Vietnamese 
propaganda. 

Thousands of sets of 
human remains in Phnom 
Penh were from people 
killed by Vietnamese 
forces rather than the 
notorious rebel movement 
which ruled here from 
1975 101979, Geneitil 

Nhtek Bun Chay said, 
despite a wealth of evi- 
dence the Khmer Rouge 
was responsible. 

The Khmer Rouge is 
almost universally blamed 
for the deaths of up to two 
million Cambodians, or 
20 per cent of tire popula- 
lioo, during its rule, 
including thoi^ands of 
people killed after being 
detained at the Tuol 
Sleng, or S-21. Interroga- 
(ion centre here. 

Nhiek Bun Chhay. now' 
based on the Thai l>order 
as he leads opposition 
forces against Phnom 
Penh strongman Hun Sen, 
alleged Vieioamese forces 
which ousted the Khmer 
Rouge had presented the 
remains of their victims 
as being people killed by 
Pol Pot’s blo^y regime. 

“You should know that 
the Tuol Sleng genocide 
museum was or^ised by 
Hun Sen and the Viet- 
namese." the commander 
told London's Sunday 
Times, in an interview 
also publiidied by the 
Phnom Peoh Post Satur- 
day. 

"If the Khmer Rouge 
killed the people, they 
would not put the evi- 
dence for people to see," 
added the former deputy 
commander in chief of 
Cambodia's armed forces, 
who has struck an alliance 
with the Khmer Rouge 
against Second Prime 
Minister Hun Sen. 

Prince Ranariddh was 
ousted in two days of 
bloody dashes in I^nom 
Penh last July and Nhiek 
Bun Chhay maintains an 
opposition stronghold in 
the northwest of the coun- 
try. 

His comments echo 
claims of Khmer Rcmge 
leaders — including Pol 
Pot, who has rejrortedly 
been jailed by the move- 
ment — that they knew 
nothing of tire torture and 
killings at Tuol Sleng in 
southern Phnom Penh. 

“The bones displayed at 
Tuol Sleng were collected 
from Pursai province and 
the Oral Mountain." 
Nhiek Bun Chhay said. 

"The Vietnamese killed 
approximately 15,0(^ 
people in Pursat and 
20,000 in Oral" in 1979. 

Hun Sen was a leading 
member of the govem- 
raem installed here after 
Vietnam’s ouster of (he 
Khmer Rouge and the 
rebels cimm he is a pup- 
pet of Hanoi. 

Tuol Sleng. a former 
high school, is maintained 
OS a grim memorial to 
victims. With human 
remains displayed along- 
side pictures of tortured 
corpses. 


North Korea finally 
agrees to formal peace talks 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
North Korea's Stalinist 
regime finally agreed Fri- 
day to sil down at fonnal 
peace talks to replace a 
1953 onnisiice with South 
Korea and discuss an end to 
decades of hostility on the 
peninsula. 

The historic four-way 
talks will open in Geneva 
on Dec. 9, it was officially 
announced here Friday. 

The agenda for the talks 
between the United States, 
China and the two Koreas 
will be “the establishment 
of the peace regime on the 
Korean Peninsula and 
issues concerning tension 
reduction there,*' according 
to the text of a joint com- 
munique. 

It was issued at the end of 
a day of preporatoiy' talks 
between representatives of 
the four countries at New 
York’s Columbia Universt- 
*>•- 

The agenda for the Gene- 
va talks w'as deliberately 
broad and would allow 
“any party to raise any 
issue." said a senior U.S. 
official familiar with the 
talks. 

North Korea had earlier 
insisted that a withdrawal 
of U.S. forces from Asia 
should be part of the agen- 
da. 


•At this meeting, however. 
“North Koreans came with 
the seriousness that hud 
been absent from the last 
meeting'' and that demand 
was dropped, the U.S. offi- 
cial said. 

Friday's agreement was 
"an exuvmely importani 
moment," the official said. 
But he cautioned that 
“there will be many ses- 
sions over a period of at 
least a few years" in Gene- 
va. 

“Believing we could get 
it done in a few months 
would be foolish." he said. 

The Korean Peninsula 
has been divided by an 
unea.sy truce since the 
1950-1953 Korean war. 
with the Communist North 
and capitalist South main- 
taining close ties to their 
backers in the conflict. 
China and the United 
States, respectively. 

Tensions on the peninsula 
have recently risen as the 
isolated, reclusive North 
Korean regime appeared to 
be facing economic col- 
lapse and famine. 

In Seoul. South Korea 
w'elcomed the decision and 
pledged “utmost efforts" 
for their success. 

“It took a long time and 
there were many twists and 
mros before this agreement 


was reached," a spokesman 
for President Kim Young- 
Sam .said. 

“We appreciate the fact 
that it is the result of a 
shared perception by the 
concerned parties that .set- 
tling peace on the peninsu- 
la is more urgent than any- 
thing else." 

In Washington. President 
Bill Clinton welcomed the 
announcement. sa>ing, “1 
am plea.sed with the agree- 
inent reached today in New 
^brk to begin plenary talks 
to achieve a lusting peace 
on (he Korean Peninsula. 

"TTiere is a Jot of hard 
work ahead but this is an 
important first step and the 
United Slates is prepared to 
be a full partner in helping 
the Korean people build a 
future of peace." 

Secre^' of State 
Madeleine Albright said in 
Vancouver that North 
Korea's agreement to take 
port in permanent peace 
talks marked the start of “a 
long road." 

But .she also voiced hope 
for the negotiations, .say- 
ing: “Success is in the 
interest of all the parties as 
it is in the region and the 
world as a whole. 

The United States and 
South Korea first proposed 
peace talks among the four 


Korean war combatants in 
April 1996. 

Two rounds of prelimi- 
nary talks in .August and 
September broke down 
amid North Korean 
demands for massive food 
aid and the drawing-down 
of U.S. forces in Asia. 
Washington has 37.CXX} 
troops stationed on the 
southern side of the world’s 
most heavily armed border. 

Pyongyang has been 
under pressure to open up 
its isolated country follow- 
ing the collapse of the 
Soviet empire and several 
failed harvests that have 
brought many of its 22 mil- 
lion people to the brink of 
starvation. 

North Korea has sought 
to link food aid to any 
talks. This has been reject- 
ed by Washington, but the 
United States has pamci- 
pated in iniemationail aid to 
the North Koreans. 

The North and South 
Korean delegations w'ere 
headed by the countries' 
deputy foreign ministers, 
Kim kye-G>^'an and Song 
Young-Shik, respectively. 
The U.S. team was led by 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of State Charles Kartman 
and the Chinese by Deputy 
Foreign Minister Chen 
Jion. 


Repairs 
give Mir 
crew a 
breath of 
fresh air 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russian cosmonauts 
aboard the Mir space sta- 
tion have installed a new 
air conditioning system 
to run initially in tandem 
with the spacecraft’s 
existing unit. Interfax 
reported Saturday citing 
space officials. 

Mir commander Ana- 
toly Solovyov and engi- 
neer Pavel Vinogradov 
have been working since 
Monday on the system, 
which will go on-line 
after final adjustments 
and testing, omcials at 
Russian flight control 
said. 

The pair worked on the 
defective air condition- 
ing system aboard the 
1 1-year-old craft — 
which has suffered a 
string of breakdowns in 
recent months — during 
space walks on Nov. 3 
and 6. 

The other astronaut 
currently on board Mir, 
NASA’s David Wolf, 
was to conduct scientific 
experiments Saturday. 

His Russian counter- 
parts were to spend the 
day cleaning the craft's 
living quarters ahead of a 
relevision hook-up with 
iheic relatives. 

Mr. Wolf, whose debut 
space walk Dec. 5 could 
be put back a month, is 
due to quit Mir on Jan. 
17. when he will be 
replaced by another 
NASA astronaut Andy 
Thomas who is due to 
arrive aboard the U.S. 
space shuttle Endeavour, 
Interfax said. 


Pakistani army plays conciliator 
between civilian rulers 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Pakistan is looking to the 
army to broker a lasting 
solution to a constitution- 
al crisis after its initial 
intervention eased bitter 
tensions, observers said 
Saturday. 

The country heaved a 
sigh of relief when last- 
minute intervention by 
army chief General 
Jehangir Koramai Thurs- 
day averted a move by 
Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif's party to impeach 
President Farooq Ahmed 
Leghari. 

Behind-the-scenes 
efforts with the help of 
the army are now under 
way to restore working 
relations between the cw'o 
top leaders, sources and 
reports said. 

“The army has to broker 
a permanent peace after 
the temporary ceasefire.” 
said commentator Aslam 
Shikeb. emphasising the 
need to repair the damage 
to relations between the 
two pillars of the state. 

The general has played 
a “positive role," said 
another commentator. 
Waseem Ahmad Shah, 
adding the national inter- 
est demands the power 
centres do not overstep 
their areas of jurisdiction. 

National dailies praised 
the conciliatory role of 
the army, while regretting 
the situation had been 
allowed to worsen to the 
extent that the army chief 
had to step in. 


"It is a supreme irony 
that the army's mediation 
helped to save democra- 
cy." The News comment- 
ed editorially. 

But this "has earned the 
military leadership much 
credit," it said, calling for 
"checks and balances" in 
the interests of democra- 
cy. 

The mass-circulation 
daily Jang said a meeting 
between Mr. Sharif and 
Mr. Leghari could be 
arranged soon as part of 
the reconciliation drive. It 
said there was a proposal 
to form a consultative 
body like the national 
security council w'hich 
was created by Mr. 
Leghari before the elec- 
tions in February but 
rejected by Mr. Sharif 
after assuming office. 

The council, grouping 
th i president, prime min- 
isi'r. services chiefs and 
some key ministers, had 
been formed to advise the 
government on vital 
national issues. 

"As a result of general 
frustration caused by the 
upheaval people are look- 
ing to the army to guide 
things onto the right 
path," a politician and 
former provincial gover- 
nor, Ghulam Mustafa 
Khar. said. 

The showdown three 
days ago loomed as Mr. 
Leghari resisted pressure 
to sign a law hurriedly 
passed by parliament in 
an apparent bid to give 


Mr. Sharif right of appeal 
if is convicted by the 
Supreme Court in a con- 
tempt case. 

Such an appeal would 
put any conviction in 
abeyance, saving him 
from possible disqualifi- 
cation frrom parliament 
and the collapse of his 
nine-month old govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Sharif and several 
of his colleagues were 
formally charged with 
contempt Wednesday for 
allegedly ridiculing the 
judiciary in a sequel to an 
earlier row with the chief 
justice over appointments 
of judges. 

l^e dispute over the 
appointments was 

resolved on Oct. 31 when 
Mr. Sharif backed off and 
Implemented Chief Jus- 
tice Sajjad Ali Shah's 
demand lo elevate five 
high coun judges to the 
Supreme Court. 

As the crisis cooled 
down, a five-judge 
Supreme Court bench 
headed by Mr. Shah 
adjourned the crucial con- 
tempt proceedings for a 
week. 

Much now depends on 
the outcome of the case, 
obseix'ers said. Mr. Sharif 
has personally appeared 
to a.s5ure the court of his 
high regard for the judi- 
ciary and expressing sor- 
row over any remarks 
deemed to be a contempt. 


Sporadic battles continue 
as Tigers mark ‘heroes week’ 


Kinshasa police seize 
duck suspected of sorcery 


. .\l! 


' ^ ,i^n, cits with eirUrieod Paula Yates and 

Australian pop star Michael Hutchen« ( ) q^o- 

Jeu- baby named Heavenly Hiwani Tiger uiy m a h 
‘***’25, 1996 (Reuter photo) 


KINSHASA (AFP) — 
Kinshasa police have token 
into cust^y a duck sus- 
pected of sorcery after 
causing a traffic accident, a 
local newspaper reported 
Saturday. The duck had 
collided with a minibus, 
shattering its windscreen 
and raining broken glass on 
its passengers, the daily La 
Tempeie des Tropiques 
said. 


When the duck landed 
unbanned on a passenger's 
lap, angry commuters sur- 
rounded him and cursed 
him as a devil convinced 
that evil influences had 
caused the accidenL 
The driver rescued the 
duck from the crowd but 
took him to the nearest 
police station "to see jus- 
tice done." The daily gave 
no him of the duck's fate. 


COLOMBO (AFP) — At 
least three Tamil Tiger 
rebels and three security 
personnel died in sporadic 
fighting as the guerrillas 
commemorated comrades 
killed in the 15-year sepa- 
ratist war, the Defence 
Ministry said Saturday. 

A police sub-inspector 
and a constable were 
killed in a confrontation 
with the separatist Libera- 
tion Hgers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) guerrillas 
in the eastern district of 
Ampara, the ministry said. 

It said two rebels were 
also killed by the police- 
men. Another soldier and 
a Tiger guerrilla were 
killed in two separate 
clashes in the north of the 
country. 

The sporadic clashes 


came as the LTTE begun 
its “heroes week" celebra- 
tions Friday and Sri Lanka 
went on maximum alert 
for guerrilla bombings. 

Thousands of troops are 
also attempting to open a 
76-kilometre highway 
throu gh te rritory held by 
the LTTE in the north of 
the country. They have 
only 20 kilometres more 
to go, a Defence Ministry 
.<tpokesman said. 

Spokesman Sarath 
Munasinghe said about 
20,000 soldiers were 
advancing cross-coumiy 
to open the LTTE-held 
land route to the northern 
peninsula of Jaffna, which 
must currently be supplied 
by air and sea. 

He did not say when 
they hoped to establish the 


land route to Jaffna but 
said there had been mini- 
mal resistance in the past 
few days. 

During "heroes week" 
last year, an LTTE suicide 
bomber blew himself up 
in front of a police vehicle 
in the northeastern port 
town of Trincomalee but 
failed to kill his intended 
target, the area's top 
police officer. 

The LTTE's memorial 
week involves religious 
services as well as a 
speech by Tiger supremo 
Velupillai Prabhakaran, 
who turns 43 next 
Wednesday. 

The LTTE lost its first 
fighter to security forces 
on Nov. 27, 1 982. 
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More challenges 
ahead 

NOW THAT 40 senators have been nam ed for the 
Upper House following the election of 80 deputies for 
the Lower House, what remains is to name a govern- 
ment that will take us well into 1998 and even 
beyond. 

Judging from the composition of both Houses of 
Pariiament which excludes the mainstream opposi- 
tion led by the Muslim Brotherhood and other polit- 
ical figures who boycotted the elections, the stage is 
set for a government which is willing and ready to 
undertake the difficult choice of facing two opposi- 
tions. one from within the Lower House and the 
other outside it 

In addition, of course, the government whether 
headed by Dr. Abdul Salam Majali or another prime 
minister, will be confronted with the old new chal- 
lenges of the stalemate on the peace-with-Israel front 
and the economic refonns package which is yet to be 
wrapped np in its entirety. 

On the peace front, Jordan, while persisting in its 
role as a facilitator on the one hand and a role model 
for peace between Arabs and Israelis on the other, 
will have to gear itself for all kinds of possibilities, 
depending on what happens not ody on the 
Palestiiuan track but alw on the Syrian and 
Lebanese fronts. Of importance to Jordan are the 
issues of the final distribution of water shares among 
the parties, a settlement to the Palestinian retirees* 
problem, Jerusalem and the final status of the 
emec^ng Palestinian entity. Also on the peace agen- 
da is comprehensive and functional peace between 
the Arab World and IsraeL 

On the economic reform programme, any new gov- 
ernment will have to continue the readjustment pro- 
gramme that Jordan had agreed with the 
International Monetary Fund following the near col- 
lapse of the economy in 1988 and 1989. While no old 
or new government will easily find qolck fixes to the 
problems of unemployment and poverty, other 
pressing issues can still be dealt with. These include 
privatisation, deregulation and liberalisation of the 
economy in preparation for int^ration with region- 
al and globalised market. 

The next government wiU also have other tasks to 
contend with. Relations with Iraq, Syria, Saudi 
Arabia and the Palestinians need to be nurtured aud 
further strengthened. While it is both necessary and 
logical to maintain peace and relations with Israel, it 
is of the utmost importance for Jordan to enhance its 
Arab relations at the same time. 

With a Parliament that will most probably be pre- 
occupied mainly with service-oriented issues, and au 
opposition that operates and functions outside the 
dome, the next government will have to work doubly 
hard on almost every front — be it social, economii . 
political or otherwise. 

It will be an enormous and iutricate task. Whoever 
the next prime mimster Is. be and his team will h jve 
to be prepared for the tough challenge that lies 
ahead. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra’i'S Fahed Fanek said Iraq has made real gains 
from the latest crisis with the United Nations and that 
the U.S. has met with failure. The crisis showed the 
world that the United States stood alone without allies 
except for Britain in its preparations to strike against 
Iraq, and so the coalition has collapsed, according to the 
writer. Dr. Fanek said the crisis brought the question of 
sanctions once again to the fore, with Russia assuming 
the role of gradually lifting the sanctions on the Arab 
country. On the Arab side most Arab states stood firm in 
the face of any aggression on Iraq, and the crisis helped 
the Arab states to unite their positions and show the U.S. 
to be a nation bent on aggression and lacking real sup- 
port for its actions from the rest of the world communi- 
ty. the writer continued. Furthermore, the head of the 
U.N. inspection team has admitted that the inspectors' 
mission ha.<; taken a long time and that the inspectors 
will focus their attention as the Iraqi nuclear w'eapons 
programmes has been completely destroyed, he said. 
The latest crisis proved that Baghdad still holds the ini- 
tiutive in every move and has achieved these gains, sav- 
ing itself from any possible military strike to its Instal- 
lation.s. Dr. Fanek said. 

A1 Ral^s Fokhri Kawar, criticised the procedures con- 
cerning the medical checks of visitors to the Kingdom in 
light of a recent report about four non-Jordanian citi- 
zens, two men and two women who were allowed to 
enter the country while suspected of being infected with 
AIDS. The writer quoted a report in the local press that 
the four persons have fled from their hotel as soon as the 
health authorities suspected their health condition. He 
said that like all other visitors these persons were 
allowed to stay two weeks upon ente ring Jordan, but 
should undergo an AIDS test if they plan to stay for six 
months, according to Ministry of Health regulations. 
But, Kawar said, during their first few days of their stay 
in the country these persons could have infected other 
people with the disease, which according to the latest 
Ministry of Health statistics has so far infected 121 per- 
sons in Jordan. The writer claimed that it sometimes 
h^pens that the special AIDS test centre which is locat- 
ed in Jabal Hussein is forced to issue visitors an AIDS- 
free certificate without subjecting them to the required 
test due to the great numters of visitors. He said the 
health authorities are to blame for any shortcomings 
which pose grave danger to the Jordanian people. 
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Jordan emerges a winner from Doha 


NOW THAT the 4th Economic Conference of the Middle 
East and North Africa (MENA) has concluded its activi- 
ties. one may ask: What did Jordan gain out of participa- 
tion, at a very high level, in contradiction of the general 
trend led by Egypt and Saudi Arabia to boycott the event 
on the pretext that the peace process has made no mean- 
ingful progress. 

Id my opinion, ±e most important benefit ±at Jordan 
derived from its active participation in the conference is 
cementing its already e.\cellent relations with the state of 
Qatar, which will yield political, economic, and financial 
returns as 1 shall show immediately. 

In the field of manpower, the government of Qatar 
decided to give Jordanians' priority over all other nation- 
alities in filling the vacancies which will occur from now 
on. except when Jordanians are not able or willing to take 
certain jobs. 

Eight thousand Jordanians are currently working in 
Qatar. The Qatari government decided to double the 
number in the coming few months. The government also 
requested that Jordan's ambassador in Doha help in this 
endeavour. 

As far ^ trade is concerned, the Qatari market will be 
wide open to Jordanian agricultural and industrial prod- 


ucts without any restrictions. Exports will of course help 
Jordan in creating more jobs wnthin the country. This is 
very important, taking into account that unemployment 
in Jordan may have reached 27 per cent of manpower, 
according to some surveys conducted by respected insti- 
tutions. The opening up of jobs will reduce poverty 
which afflicts rUmost one quarter of Jordanian families. 

At the financial level, Qatari officials expressed will- 
ingness to resume assistance to Jordan. The amount of 
the annual support will be announced during the visit to 
Doha by HRH Crown Prince Hassan expected -to take 
place soon. 

At a different level, Jordanian officials were given the 
opportunity to address the world directly or through the 
mi^ia. and present the Kingdom's investment-friendly 
climate and opportunities during the fiill three working 
days of the conference. 

Jordanian businesspersons from the private sector were 
also able to present their projects especially in industry 
and tourism in order to attract Arab and foreign partners. 
It is difficult to quantify the results in this area. 

Of course we do not expect Arab and foreign investors 
to rush into signin g contracts on the spot That takes 
time. Suffice it to say that the interest of many potential 


investors was aroused. At least they now know that 
Jordan is ready and open to international business. 

From the national standpoint, Jordan was active and 
successful in putting forward Arab views towards Ae 
peace process and in warning against the destructive 
policies of the present Israeli government. Jordan was 
instrumental in formulating the conference communique. 
In general we were able to put thousands of politicians 
and businesspersons in the picture regarding the situation 
in the Middle E^t from a Jordanian and Arab point of 
view. 

The regrettable absence of the Egyptian and Palestinian 
delegations was, to the Israelis, a blessing. Israel was the 
only beneficiary of the ill-advised boycotL Being absent 
may hurt your own cause and certainly helps achieve 
nothing. A boycott is a bankrupt instrument in today's 
positive approach to issues. 

Finally, it may be worth mentioning that Jordan’s par- 
ticipation in the Doha conference did not undermine any 
issue, it was not costly by any measure. Our absence, 
however, would have been a disaster. 

This, 1 believe, is the judgement of reason and wise 
cost/benefit calculation. Those who specialise in slogans 
have a difTerent viewpoint. 


Clinton’s sway abroad is undermined at home 


By David S. Broder 

WASHINGTON — The showdown with Saddam Hussein 
comes at an awkward time for the United States. Not only 
is the international coalition that George Bush assembled 
when Saddam last played the bully showing signs of unrav- 
elling, but Bill Clinton's foreign policy support at home has 
rarely looked shakier. 

True, the House of Representatives gave President 
Clinton its blessing to use U.S. military forces if diplomacy 
fails to persuade the Iraqi dictator to allow resumption of 
United Nations inspections of suspected chemical and bio- 
logical weapons caches. But that hardly made up for ±e 
damage inflicted on Mr. Clinton in the final weeks of the 
session — and earlier. 

The House of Representatives blocked a vote on giving 
Mr. Clinton the same trade negotiation autiiority that previ- 
ous presidents had been granted, balked at carrying out a 
U.S. commitment to repay its back debt to the United 
Nations, and denied new U.S. funds for the International 
Monetary Fuad's (IMF) currency stabilisation work. 

The first rebuif was administered by Mr. Clinton's fellow 
Democrats, who were dissatisfied with his assurances that 
be would not trade away U.S. jobs to foreign competitors. 
The last two setbacks came from House Republicans, retal- 
iating for Mr. Clinton's refusal to bow to their demand to 
cripple interaational family planning programmes over the 
abortion issue. 

Whatever the source, the impact abroad was the same: To 
raise doubts about Mr. CUmon's ability to act for America 
on the world stage. The wobble in U.S. leadership is the 


worst it has been in decades. 

The day afrer the fast-track lej^slation was pulled to avoid 
defeat in the House, The Washington Post quoted Johannes 
Heirman, an official of the U.N. Economic Commission for 
T j*rin America and the Caribbean: “I think it puts America 
at a major disadvantage in negotiating free trade agreements 
in the future. There is a lack of cor^dence now, an enor- 
mous disillusion." 

When the House refused to ^propriate the $926 million 
that the United States owed in back dues to the United 
Nations and also stripped out authority for S3.S billion in 
loan guarantees to the IMF, The New York Times reported 
that 1^. Clinton **lost two of his top foreign policy initia- 
tives (and) could be hamstrung when it comes to dealing 
with two looming crises," Saddam Hussein's threats and the 
turmoil in Asian currency markets. 

These latest rebuffs to Mr. Clinton's foreign policy under- 
line a little noted pattern of congressional intransigence dur- 
ing his presidency. It began in 1994, when Congress refused 
to endorse his use of U.S. troops in Haiti. Leaders of die 
Senate, then under Democratic control had to scramble to 
prevent a vote formally opposing military intervention. 
After the troops went in, both chambers called for "prompt 
and orderly” withdrawal. 

At the begiiinmg of 1995. Mr. Clinton asked Congress to 
underwrite a $40 billion loan guarantee to Mexico to con- 
tain a peso crisis which be said threatened the economies of 
the whole Western Hemisphere. A week JLaEec,'faci^. wbot 
The Associated Press called “uayieldins opposition in 
Congress.*’ be abandoned the effort and instead -used 
executive authority to provide a smaller loan — all of 


which, incidentally, was repaid with interest ahead of 
schedule. 

T -atp in 1995, Congress balked at backing Mr. Clinton's 
policy in Bosnia. The House voted to oppose his deploy- 
ment of troops: even with the vaziguard of U.S. forces in 
that country, it came witlun eight votes of cutting off funds 
for the operation. The Senate, which earlier forced him to 
veto a bill ending the embargo on aid to Bosnian Muslims, 
defeated a resolution denouncing the use of U.S. forces by 
only five votes. 

When I recited this record of non-support for Mr. 
Clinton's inteniatiODal policies to a senior White Honse 
official last week, bis only comment was: "The cold war is 
over, you know." 

It is certainly the case that the disappearance of a nuclear- 
armed Soviet threat has diminished deference to the presi- 
dent's judgement on matters that he says involve the nation- 
al interest. But his failure to mobilise public opinion behind 
any of these initiatives is also part of the stoiy. And it rais- 
es the question of what wiD l^ppen next spring, when be 
seeks Senate approval of bringing three new countries into 
NATO at the same time that he apparently will ha\’e to try 
to extend the deadline for the promised withdrawal of U.S. 
troops from Bosnia. 

To avoid a truly crippling repudiation of his leadership. 
President Clinton will have to discuss foreign policy with 
the Ameiiican. people in a way that be has avoided fqr five 
years. . , 

. . The \^hirigtan Post 


Israeli press comes down hard on Netanyahu 


By Gideon Samet 

TEL AVIV — I can't speak for the Israeli 
press, but this much I know: There is 
nothing comical about the harsh criticism 
of Prime Mimster Benyamin Netanyahu iu 
the Israeli media. Nor is there anything 
funny about growing doubts among 
Israelis, as well as among world leaders, 
concerning Mr. Netanyahu's political 
mode of operation. 

These references to the ludicrous follow 
a sweeping accusation of the Israeli press 
by A.M. Rosenthal (International Herald 
Tribune, Opinion. Nov, 15-16). While 
highly praising Mr. Netanyahu, the col- 
umn said he is vilified by "a press almost 
comically biased against him." and by for- 
eign governments "that do not forgive him 
for defeating Shimon Peres." 

Concerned observers of the Israeli scene 
may indeed wonder how Mr. Netanyahu's 
domestic and international reputation has 


dropped so far. 

An articulate, well-wishing man with 
scant political experience had in no time 
swept Likud and won the 1996 elections 
against tiie country's most agile states- 
man. 

And then, gradually yet swiftly, so many 
turned against him, severely questioning 
his credibility. The list includes Bill 
Clinton (who intentionally avoiding a 
meeting with Mr. Netanyahu, while 
demonstratively entertaining Lea Rabin 
and Mr. Peres for lunch), European lead- 
ers, almost all of his own party's top ech- 
elon, and most Israelis who anointed him 
as their fastest ascending (and youngest) 
leader ever. 

What in the performance and personal 
makeup of this very talented person has 
made the wheel turn? Well, quite simply, 
too many mistakes too soon in too many 
areas. 

Arguably, the press has its cruel ways 


with leaders everywhere. But it has not 
invented the decline of most economic 
indicators. 

Nor. by any measure, is it an impish 
journalistic concoction that the Netanyahu 
government has conducted tenaciously 
erroneous processes of decision making 
— whether in nominating for 24 hours an 
unqualified attorney general, or in deal- 
ing with the Palestinians. And profusely 
critical media are the result, not the perpe- 
trators. of a new malaise among Israelis. 

Much of it resulted from what Mr. 
Rosenthal calls Mr. Netanyahu's "prob- 
lem" — the personality traits that stand 
between him and an acceptable set of 
political rules of behaviour. It is a prob- 
lem, according to that simplistic assess- 
ment. easily rectifiable if Netanyahu 
would just “teach himself about himself." 

But the problem goes beyond a psycho- 
logical tutorial. The press and other polit- 
ical observers have so far failed to see the 


prime minister's direction. Is he really 
aiming at a final settlement with the 
Pales tinians ? Does he. like bis recent pre- 
decessors, have a reasonably clear con- 
cept of how to go about peace? 

What mystifies, and often worries, many 
Israelis is that Mr. Netanyahu has been a 
devout keeper of this and other crucial 
secrets. Eighteen months into his adminis- 
tration, lacking a defined national agenda, 
he still likes to don the aura of a riddle. 

It is a totally unentertaining duty of the 
press to keep shedding stark, sometimes 
annoying, light on this blurred image. If 
the media should be blamed for anything 
concerning Mr. Netanyahu, it is failure to 
render the picture clearer. 

The writer is a columnist and a member of 
the editorial board of the Israeli daily 
Ha 'aretz. This article is reprinted from the 
Inxemational Herald Tribune. 




Discoveries prove differentiy 

To the Editor: 

IN LETTERS to the editor (Jordan Times, Nov. 20-21, 
1997). under die heading "Raising uncertainties,” Alison 
McQuitty and Madeline Sarley, while applauding the 
increased attention being given to the presentation of 
archaeological sites, sound a note of caution about the 
reconstruction of a wooden dome over the central area 
of the monumental gateway (termed reception hall) 
which led to the Umayyad complex on the Qtadei. They 
mi^tain that there is no architectural evidence for the 
existence of a stone dome, and that some scholars have 
conjectured that there was a light wooden superstructure 
as now seeni 

■^le we appreciate this note of caution, it should be 
pointed out to the uncertainties surrounding such a 
fundamental issue as the existence of a dome are not as 
uncertain as they indicate in Ms. McQuitty and Ms. 
Sarley's letter. Investigation and restoration work car- 
ried out in the last year under the diiection of Dr. 
Antonio Almagto had uncovered window-sills on the 
stone course overlying the frieze which sunounds the 
interior space. Such siUs would not have been necessary 
had the central space been left open. Furthermore, two 
voussoirs. which apparently belonged to one of the cor- 
ner squinches have been recovered. 

The reconstruction of the wooden dome will also serve 
a practical purpose, to of protecting the amazingly rich 
carved stones from the natural elements: Hopefully once 
the project is completed, the interior space of the monu- 
mental gateway will serve as an orientation centre as 
well as a venue for various cultural activities. 

Gfaazi Bisbeh 
Director General 
Department of Antiquities 
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TSfi jollying are oKerpis from an imen’ieK' wifJi South 
ffriam Presides Nelson Mandela conducted t>v the Middle 
East Broadcasting Centre and aired Friday onMBC’s pro‘ 
grammeAgenda. ^ 

Q: Recently you visited several Arab countries in the Mid- 
dle East, but you chose to visit Libya twice — why? 

Mandela: As you know one of the most important issues 
which we have addressed is a matter which has created ten- 
sioDS rar beyond the borders of Libya. I took up this matter 
when I went to Edinburgh and it was necessary therefore for 
me to come back not so much to report but at the same time 
acquaint Col. Qadhafi with the atmosphere in which I dis- 
cus^ die matter with certain individuals. 

Q; You are referring to Tony Blair? 

Mandela: W course it was unavoidable for me to discuss 
the matter with Prime Minister Tony Blair but 'I never 
him to do anything about it. I had gone there to anend the 
Commonwealth Conference. As chairperson of that confer- 
ence be cBlain was very busy with all the heads of state in 
attendance. Of course it would have been unnatural for me 
nm to mention the matter but not from the view of him doing 
anything about iL ^ 

Q. But there is a marked change in the tone of the British 
government after this meeting. Did you play a role? And can 
we expect more? 

Mandela: Well f don’t think it would be fair to say that if 
there is any change in the attitude of the British government 
it was due to me. 'The Labour Party has a very ca pa ble prime 
minister, young, enthusiastic and quite keen to contribute to 
the lessenmg of tensions in the worid — and I believe that it 
is smnediing which be does because he realises how impor- 
tant it is to m a ke this contribution and of course Britain is a 
very inqiortant country. 

Q. Of course the Americans were not too b^ipy with your 
visit to Libya or with the intimacy with which you were 
received by Col. Qadhafi. There were some hostile remarks 
exchanged. Do emotions play a role here? 

Mandela: I have the greatest respect for President Clinton 
— he is undoubtedly one of the roost enlightened leaders of 
the w(»‘Id. And I think, generally speaking, he is playing his 
card very well, and it is difBcult for me to talk about President 
Clinton because emotions do play a part. This was the man 
who suf^rted our struggle against apartheid, and he got in 
touch with me long before 1 was head of state and invited me 
to the Democratic Party Convention, although as a result of 
opp^ition from other quarters I was unable to go (other quar- 
ts in tbe United States). When he became piesid^t, he went 
all out to assist me. The difterences on any issue do not affect 
our relations at ail. 

‘ Q. There aire those who say that the Americans exerted cer- 
tain pressures over tbe arms deal with Syria — to what extent 
is thk true? 

Mandela: Let me say quite clearly we will not allow any 
country, no matter bow pwecftiL to threaten our sovereignly 
and independence, and to try and lay down an agenda for us. 
That we will never accept. On differences on specific issues 
they wall not define our relations — we find the harmonious 
relations between the United States and South Africa to be in 
tbe interest of the countries. 

Q. Regarding tbe Syrian arms deal, following two years of 
oegotiatitxis, is South Afiica backtracking after (U.S. Vice 
Pr^ident) AI Gore’s visit? 

Mandela: Never. There was never any backtracking. What 
happened was that we advertised our technologies and left it 
to Syria to accept it That is all we did — we have never 
changed from ihar There was never any backtracking. If I 
came out openly and said that the United States has no right 
what so ever to dictate to us. that was the position, that was 
the law, and we will never change from that 
Q. During your struggle for fr^dom. you had relations with 
many of the Arab countries, especially, perfa^. .^geria. Ever 
sinc e you came to power your relations with Israel have 
chang ed dramatically. Can we say your relations with the 
Arab World played a role in this — or is it strictly the inter- 
ests of South Africa that have changed, perfa:q)S, in regards to 
Israel? 

Mandela- No. I don't think that is a very accurate analysis, 
lb begin with wbeo we came out of prison, we were invited 
practically tbe entire wwld. 'The only country that did not 
invite us was Israel. But when they invited us, I think it was 
some rime in 1993, we accepted the invitation — I was sup- 
posed to visit Israel for the first time in Febniap' 1 994, some- 
thing happened so I was advised by leaders inside and outside 
Israel not to come, and secondly, when 1 was invited agmn, 
sranetbing happen^ and it became difficult for me to go. I 
must point out I have been in consultation on this question 
with (Palestinian ftesideni) Yasser Arafat and President 
Hosni Mubarak of Egypt Even after the change of govern- 
ment, when Benyamin Netanyahu came to power, they were 
themselves in favour of me going to Israel — but there were 
other issues which made that visit difficult I hope you won t 
pressure me because some of these matters are very sensitive. 
And if one is going to make progress in addressing this issue, 
an element of confidentiality is of crucial inqxirtance. 

Q. Tbe Arab World, obviously leaders and people look up 
to you — and look to you to play a role in certain issu^ tJ^ 
concCTQ them, for example, the peace process wmen 
taken so long and is now going thrwgb a very se^tiye peri- 
od as you mentioned. Another thing is the situation m Iraq. 
Would you ever consider, or have you been approached, to 
play a role in mediatiug in these issues? 

Man^ My attitude has always been that I am a « 
the United Nations and I support^ very fully the decision ot 
the Uniied Nations. I am against individuals actuig outside 
the oiganisatioDs which are there to address there i^u^. Nrt 
only am I a South African but a member of the Umted 
Nations. 1 have tbe greatest respect for Secretary General 
Kofi Annan, who is handling these m^ers very^ well, 
thne be needs me to help I will do so without But 

for me to play tbe role of peace maker as w vi^al 
hy — that I constantly refuse to do. It is only when I am ^ed 
by some oiganisational structure, of which I am a mem r, 

^ agree to imrip-ftaVe an assignment of peace. 

Q. And would you welcome such an approach. 

Mandela: Well you see. I’ve got quite a lot 
steady in Africa and elsewhere and I would not like 
oa more than that But it would depend on the aspect 1^ 
«quiied to attend to and then I will give my answer. Ge^ 
% spsHiStL part of the United Nations and I wiU do 

anything they want me to do. . 

Q/Bdore I move on to more personal 
allow me, I would like to ask about the Muslim 
a South Africa. Obviously they played a role wot criti- 
cal io the straggle for freedom. Would you co^^^ 

Mandela; (^relations with the Muslim commuruj^ in 

South Afiica OT^ best Tliey are part and paroel of the 



South African com- 
munity, and as you 
^ay, they have played 
an important if not a 
ke>' p^. In a cabinet 
of 27 South Africans, 
we have no less thw 
three Muslims hold- 
ing very important 
positions. Thai is an 
indication of the 
important role that 
they ore playing. It is 
an indication by 
South African sociere 
that this community 
must not only be 
appreciated for its 
role it must represent 
us as a community 
from the cabineL 
Q. If you permit me 
now to talk about 
your personal strug- 
gle. Of course the 
world was watching 
you, when you were 
finally released after 
27 years. You 
emerged without bit- 
terness that would 
seem normal. You 
were commined to 
treating whites and 
blacks in Africa 
equally. Where do 
you draw the toler- 
ance and that patience 
from? Is it your tribal 
background — is it 
from your mother or 
is it you. Nelson 
Mandela? 

Mandela: No it 

would be unfair to 
single out individu- 
als, because all of my 
comrades/colleagues 
not only from the 
ANC but from other 

sectors of the liberation movement who have been in jalli 
have little bitterness if any in their hearts, because they 
appreciate that you pass through this wddd only once, and a 
man who has b^ in prison for a long term has mused (he 
o{qx>minity to serve society. Tl^ have come out now, they 
are no longer young, they are thinking of something positive, 
something constructive to give strength and hope to tM mass- 
es of the people. 

Q. Of ail the leaders, when you decided to start negotiating 
with the South African government, you took the decision 
indepeodendy. You did not consult, you did not confirm with 
any of those people you highly regard. Suppose it hadn’t 
wcHked, wasn't this a big risk on your pan, weren't you afraid 
of jeopardising the commitment you made to these people 
and their faith in you? 

Mandela: I had the advantage of having been a lawyer 
before I went to jail and of handling very sensitive matters for 
my clients, where the law would never help me. And 1 had to 
negotiate with the authorities who were in charge with 
regards to those problems. I knew they were ready to start 
negotiations, but at the same time I had a tremendous tusk. I 
could not convince my own colleagues; and if 1 started by 
consulting them and they said “don't do this.** and they would 
have said so, 1 would have been expelled from the movement. 
So it was better to start and confront them with the fait 
accompli. FortunOTly, ray colleagues are people who are 
highly competent with the depth of thinking and a wide 
vision, and once I prepared a memo and smuggled it out of 
jail when 1 reached a critical position where T was confident I 
would never say no, I then told them and those who were in 
prison and various prisons in RoUien Island. I invited them 
and briefed (hem on what was happening, but I had gone so 
far that it was difficult for them to say no. 

Q. And there was no resentment whatsoever on any of their 
parts? You did not feel that some of them were a bit disap- 
pomted that you did not perhaps have the trust in a particular 
person, let us say somebody who was extremely close to you? 

Mandela: Well fortunately in our oigani.sation we have lead- 
ers who are broad-minded and would take everybody as a 
person of integrity, would deal with people on die b^is of 
honesty. I was convinced that once 1 spelt out the details they 
were supported, and that's what happened. Of course in such 
matters you will have a few people with doubts and they 
express those doubts. But 1 reached a better stage when 1 had 
something positive to report to them. 

Q. In your book you question yourself on several occasions. 
We have often heard that you ask yourself whether you have 
taken the right course in your life. Have you reached an 
answer to that question today? 

Mandela: Well there is no doubt that the direction has 
always been correct, the direction that 1 and others with me 
and those who persisted with us. we took the right direcdon. 
In such matters you can never be correct to concentrate on 
just one individual, because I am myself the product of a col- 
lective effort of a team. They shap^ my id^. my outlook, 
and I fit in an oiganisadon which was based on a collective 
efifoit, on tram woik and therefore tbe direction which the 
organisation has taken, and in which I fit, was always conecL 
But. of course, there are times when you think of yourself and 
when you think of your family, your mother, you think of 
your wife and your children arid you see them suffering and 
you ask the question did I take the right decision. You have 
those doubts when you are confronted with problems of your 
family being persecuted, when you are humiliated and your 
children are being hounded by the security forces. You raise 
those questions, and they become something very painful to 
you, but nevertheless, at the end of it you feel there are peo- 
ple who have suffered more than I have. After all I am better 
off than them and therefore I have no reason to complain 
because they are not complaining. 

Q. I want to ask you a question the subject of which I know 
this is a sore subject I will respect your preference not to 
^P^if about it. but I would like to ask you about Winnie. I was 
one of those people, and 1 think many women would feel the 
same, who when we thought of you in prison we thought of 
her. Wfe thought when you were reJetwed you would both get 
a chance to live together and be happy. And then the shock 


came, and I am sure the shock for you is much bigger, but for 
, us is was as we|j., 1 understand that this is a private matter if 
you do not wish to discuss it, but just in perhaps a brief man- 
ner tell us a bit about' Winnie' today in ycair life? 

Mandela: This was a tragedy, because this is a woman 1 
loved. She suffered a great deal she became the running 
point of the movement, and at one of the most difficult peri- 
ods of our struggle. And I did look ftxward to coining out and 


saying to her your days of isolation and loneliness, of pain are 
over, I am here to help you, (o give you love and securiij'. Bui 
there are intimate problems which would not be fair to her for 
me to refer (o and wliich perhaps have led to the breakdown 
of the marriage. .And all 1 can assure you is that I strongly 
resisted taking this decision, but ultimately I had to take the 
decision. To some extent 1 referred (o these things in court, 
but I don't like to repeat them here. 

Q. Would you like to say some thing about Graca Marcel? 

Mandela: There is no doubt she is on outstanding lady. She 
Ls self made — fiercely independent highly motivated. The 
world bodies on which she ser\ e^ have here tra\'elling almost 
eveiy month: either going to Japan, or Vietnam, to Egypt or 
Geneva, to the US. Sweden, to Chile. Eveiy month I must 
miss her becaase she undertakes one trip or other. She has 
received awunls, honorary' degrees, and has led a very rich 
life in her oun right. In fact I got the impression I don’t think 
.she will continue tugging along with me, because on many of 
her trips .she is regarded as the first and most important guest, 
us u head of state. I am merely there to support her. So I am 
asking this question, is it wise to take such a lady along? 

Q. If you were to go to the streets of South Africa today, 
what would you expect the people to say of you as a presi- 
dent, blacks and whites alike? 

Mandela: W'ell, I think it's often better to iea\e this to the 
people themselves. It is not proper that I should say anything 
which appears that I'm biting my own chesL At the same time 
it is not usual for a man to condemn himself, but all that 1 
want to say is that the people of South Africa have given me 
a lot of the strength, a lot of hope from all sections of the pop- 
ulation, and this has been the sobree of my happiness, my 
.strength, and hope for the future. 

Q. One final question. You’ve had a long history as a free- 
dom fighter, you've had a brief history as a president Which 
have you found most difficult and which role have enjoyed 
most? 

Mandela; It's very difficult to say becau.se you can’t sepa- 
rate the -life that you lived outside, which was full of chal- 
lenges and excitement, and the life that you lived in jail. To 
come into contact with the leaders of various political affilia- 
tions. you learn for the first time that the rivd oiganisations 
ha\’e produced very capable leaders, and there's something to 
be learned from tfieir own policies even though they clash 
with yours. But in prison we took the opportunity to sit down 
together to change youth, and 1 think we made a great deal of 
movement towe^ removing the bitterness in our polemics 
and concentrating on things like we should go together, we 
should move the country forward, and therefore it's not easy 
to say 1 found life in prison more difficult than outside 
because you could sit. down and dunk. The opportunity to 
think, is one of the most important aspects of life, and if you 
don't have it you can moke serious mistakes. At least in jail 
you can stand away from yourself and look at yourself from 
a distance and say I could've done so and so b^er, and you 
try to correct those things when you come out. 


NEW BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


MALTA 

TRADE DELEGATION 


Visit us at this venue: 

FORTE GRAND - AMMAN HOTEL 

on 

Saturday 29th November 1997 between 16.00 - 20.00 hrs 
Sunday 30th November 1997 between 16.00 - 20.00 hrs 
or by appointment 

MEET WITH LEADING MALTESE MANUFACTURERS, EXPORTERS AND 
SERVICE PROVIDERS OF: 

Acute hospital services 
Automotive switches and related products 
Banking Services 

Computer sy^ms, parts & IT solutions 
Construction quality, geo-environmental eng. 

Contract & domestic furniture & chairs 
Crown stoppers an^ waste bins 
Design for press & printed material 
Detei^ents, toiletries & perfumery 
Bectrical plugs & sockets 
Fluorescent tube.battens & lamps 
Freeport services & storage 
Geographic infomiation systems & s^ces 
High quality clothing 

Kitchens, parts, & stainless steel kitchen sinks 
Low and medium voltage switchgear 
Market research & management consultancy 
Memory •modules for computers & electronic 
boards 

Offset and screen-printing 
Paints, lacquers, varnishes 

YOUR OPPORTUNITY . 


Pest control products & services 

Plastic accessories for lingerie 

Plastic products (injection, blow-moulding, etc.) 

Productions for TV & 3D visualisation 

Satellite communication services & TV antennas 

Sewage & waste water treatment plants 

Sofhvare consultancy indudingifor the catering & 

textile industries 

Space lirames & steel structures 

Stained glass, aluminium and ironworks 

Steel sandwich panels for construction 

Telecommunication training prog, & services 

Textured nylon yam 

Toys including educational toys 

Uninterrupted Power Supply Units (UPS) 

Video multiplexers for security 
Wall frames & photo frames 
Water filters 

Other consumer & industrial products 
Other services 


Well over 2.6 billion US Dollars worth of Maltese products and services are exported from Malta 
to the Middle EasL Europe and North America every year. Most of the Trade Delegation 
participants are actively seeking agents and distributors in Jordan. This could be your 
opportunity to make contact with established Maltese manufacturers, exporters and service 
providers renowned for their hi^h quality products, competitive prices and reliability. 

For more information please contact 


HONORARY CONSULATE FOR MALTA IN 
JORDAN 

Tel: (6) 4903321 Fax: (6) 4904321 


MALTA EXTERNAL TRADE CORPORATION 
(METCO) IN MALTA 

Tel: (+356)446186/7/8 Fax: (+356) 448401 
Attn: Mr Dennis Vella/Mr Dominic Calleja 


Trade Mission organised by METCO [Malta's national trade promotion organisation) with the mam 
support of the Federation of Jordanian Chambers of Commerce, the Honorary Consulate for 
Malta in Jordan and Bank of Valletta, Malta's leading bank. 



8 Economy 

EU to support food security and 
food aid programmes in Jordan 


Jordan limes, Sunday, November 23, 1997 



By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jonian Times 

AMMAN — Jordan is dis- 
cussing with the European 
Commission the means for 
EU support in food aid and 
food security programmes 
here. ‘The European Com- 
mission is intending to sup- 
port the Kingdom's food 
security activities with a 
budget of two million 
ECOs (European Currency 
Units).” said Comuelis 
Houtman from the Food 
Security Unit at the Euro- 
pean Commission. 

He told the Jordan Times 
that the Commission and 
the Jordanian government - 
are looking at means of ' 
cooperation in food securi- 
ty programmes here. 

One such venture, the 
food security e.xpert said, is 
Jordan's social productivity 
programme which has an 
implicit income-generating 
component stating that the 
activation of this pro- 
gramme implies that food 
security in Jordan will 
improve. 

Food security encompass- 
e.s safeguarding access to 
food, and boosting food 
production. “ Food security, 
apart from the traditiond 
concept of food production 
and stability, now also 
entails access to food,” Mr,| 
Houtman explained. 

Today, food security also 
depends on technical, eco- 
nomic, political, and social 
factors, he stressed. All 


these elements are connect- 
ed at macro-and microeco- 
nomic levels and so each 
programme is designed to 
the needs of each develop- 
tng country. 

Such programmes envis- 
age those who cannot pro- 
duce or buy food to be able 
to do so, he said. 

The food security expert 
added that “in certain cir- 
cumstances food security 
means the generation of 
income and aiding people 
in increasing their food pro- 
duction.” Commission poli- 
cies in food security and 
food aid programmes are 
also concentrating on pro- 
viding balanced diets of 
nutritional value. 

Such acdvities require 
stable economic and politi- 
cal conditions. “Political 
stability is always impor- 
tant for food security," 
commented the expert 
adding that food security 
requires on environment in 
w'hich farmers can produce 
and earn a living. 

The civil war in Africa 
has destroyed the infra- 
strucnire for food produc- 
tion and income generation, 
in il^ manner, political sta- 
bility is a precondidon for 
food securiQr. Mr. Houtman 
explained. 

The European Commis- 
sion and the Ministry of 
A^culiure will be collabo- 
rating together and pan of 
the two million ECUs will 
be spent on insdturional 
infrastructure such as the 


fmaocing of an animal 
health centre and a diagnos- 
tic lab. This. said. Mr. Hout- 
man, is directly related to 
the livelihood of poor farm- 
ers who own sheep and 
goats. 

The Commission also 
aims at financing the exten- 
sion of the agricultural 
training centre. Mr. Hout- 
man noted that “the exten- 
sion building already exists 
but does not have anything 
in it.” 

He explained that once 
this centre begins to operate 
it will be geared at training 
addidonal numbers of per- 
sonnel and farmers. 

Funding direct interven- 
tion acdvities targeting 
poor farmers is also beiqg 
discussed with officials 
including those from the 
Ministry of Social Devel- 
opment, smd the Commis- 
sion official. 

He highlighted that “the 
Commission is looking into 
projects which also involve 
women such as bee keep- 
ing, poultry, and milk pro- 
ducdoQ endeavours.” 

In the case of milk pro- 
ducdon, be said, farmers 
could either sell their prod- 
ucts thus increasing their 
income, or use it for food 
security by storing it and 
consuming it later. 

These plans are expected 
to take off the ground dur- 
ing the course of next year, 
he said. 

Recognising that coun- 
tries have different food aid 


and food security require- 
raems, the Commission 
decided to reoiganise its 
food security programmes 
in 1996, the official said. 

Food aid suf^tied as 
goods and the sp^al 
instruments to support food 
security have been ratio- 
nalised within an overall 
policy frameworit to 
achieve a single inierven- 
tioo strategy tailored to a 
particular region or country, 
the food security ejq^ert 
elaborated. 

According to Ml Hout- 
man, the European Union 
food aid and security pro- 
grammes coopers heavily 
with non-go^mmental 
organisations in targeting 
people of low income .in 
food deficit countries. 

Mr. Houtman mentioned 
that collaboration takes 
place with United N^ons 
organisations such as 
UNRWA which receives 
food aid that is being dis- 
tributed to the special hard- 
ship cases among the 
refugees here. 

“We at the Commission 
have decided to limit our 
assistance to countries who 
are in miKt i^d so as to 
moaitor developments 
more efficicndy” Mr, Hout- 
man emphasised 
. He said that in the past the 
Commission spread its 
assistance to so many coun- 
tries but it could not give 
±ese projects the needed 
attention. 


Palestinian economy facing collapse: World Bank 


OCCUPIE JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The Palestinian 
economy could collapse if 
Israel does not quickly lift 
trade and travel restric- 
tions against the occupied 
territones, the World Bank 
has warned in a report 
issued recently. 

The 45-page report also 
insisted that the Palestin- 
ian National Authority 
(PNA) needs urgently to 
reform its handling of eco- 
nomic matters. 

The World Bank, work- 
ing with the Palestine 
Economic Policy 

Research Institute, painted 
a sobering picture of the 
state of the Palestinian 
economy, which it said 
remained “far below its 
potential” four years after 
the Olso peace accords. 

“The P^estinian econo- 
my is on a razor's edge 
between development and 
collapse.” the report said. 
“Much will depend on the 
evolution of the peace 


process.” 

The bank notably 
expressed alarm at a dra- 
matic fail in family 
income and living stan- 
dards in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, largely 
due to unemployment 
fuelled by Israeli security 
clampdowns. 

The restrictions, 

imposed following major 
attacks by Palestinians in 
Israel, barred tens of thou- 
sands of labourers from 
reaching jobs in the Jew- 
ish state for months at a 
time, hindered merchan- 
dise trade and sometimes 
prevented movement even 
between Palestinian 
towns and cities. 

According to the report 
real per capita consump- 
tion fell 15 per cent 
between 1992 and 1996 
while unemployment rose 
to 28.4 per cent of the 
working-age population 
as of last year 

At the same time salaries 


earned by Palestinians 
working in Israel fell from 
25 per cent of the Palestin- 
ian gross domestic prod- 
uct in 1992 to six percent 
in 1996. 

From 1993 to 1996, the 
bank said, the Israeli clo- 
sures of the Palestinian 
areas caused $2.8 billion 
in direct losses — twice 
the total amount of 
international aid provided 
to the PNA during the 
same period. 

The bank called on 
Israel to honour its com- 
mitments under interim 
peace agreements to allow 
me opening of an airport 
and seaport in the Gaza 
Strip to facilitate trade. 

In its report, the World 
Bank also criticised Pales- 
tinian I^sident Yasser 
Arafat for bloating the 
size of his self-rule admin- 
istration at the expense of 
providing adequate social 
services. 

It said the size of the 


PNA bureaucr^ more 
than tripled from its incep- 
tion in 1993 to 19%, 
growing from 22.000 to 
75,000. The payroll rose 
during the some period 
from S258 millioo to. 
$779 inUboo: 

But badUy needed lave- 
ment in Palestiniah infra- 
structure during the three 
years never rose above 
$70 millioo annually, less 
tban two per cent of gross 
domestic product, com- 
pared to an average of 
four per cent in most 
developing countries. 

The report regretted foe 
weak development of foe 
Palestinian private sector, 
which it attributed in part 
to foe “climate of uncer- 
tainty” caused by foe 
deadlock in foe peace 
process since the national- 
ist right came to power in 
Israel in May 19Sfe. 


Egypt could lose 
one billion in tourist 
dollars from 
Luxor massacre 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt 
stands to lose a billion 
dollars in revenue after 
foe massacre of holiday- 
makers in Luxor by mili- 
tants which struck a heavy 
blow to its vital tourism 
industry, economic 

experts have said. 

But industry officials, 
although reeling under 
waves of tour cancella- 
tions after foe killing of 58 
tourists in Luxor, were 
optimistic that tourism 
would bounce back and 
that long-term damage 
from the carnage would 
be limited. 

“Tourism revenues for 
1996-97 were around S3.5 
billion and it was possible 
revenues for 1997-1998 
would have reached $4 
billion.” said a European 
economist in Cairo. 

“But with this attack, 
my estimation Is Egypt 
will lose around a quarter 
of that, or around a billion 
dollars.” foe economist, 
who asked not to be 
named, told AFP, adding 
that if a second attack 
occurred it would “break 
foe industry.” 

Ihe massacre at one of 
Egypt's top tourist sites on 
the west bank of the Nile 
came at foe beginning of 
the lucrative winter sea- 
son. 

Munir Wissa, sales head 
at Egypt's iaigest tourism 
group Travco, said his 
company had received 
cancellations of more than 
80 per cent of its tours for 
the rest of November. 

A German travel agent 
who asked not to be 
named, said cancellations 
from Germany, which 
sent 500.0(X) tourists to 
E^)^t last year, were run- 
at around 50 per cent. 

Ine economist said foe 
attack will have repercus- 
sions throughout foe 
Egyptian economy, which 
had been boosted by foe 
country's best ever 
tourism season in 1996-97 
after rebuilding from 
damage caused by miU- 
tants' five-year armed 
campaign against foe gov- 
ernment 

“Growth was supposed 
to be around six per cent 
for this year.” but this 
would be lower than 
expected given foe impact 
of a fall in tourism on foe 
economy, foe economist 
said. 

He estimated that some 


five million Egyptians, or 
nearly 10 per cent of foe 
population, live directly 
or indiiectly off tourism. 

But Mr. Wissa said 
although foe Luxor attack 
was worst ever and 
the effects will be worse 
than anything we've had 
since 1992. I think the 
effects will be short term.” 
ans not closing 
down foe country because 
of this,” he said. 

Max Maurer-Loeffler, 
general director Cairo's 
Nile Hilton, echoed that 
optimism, saying foe fall- 
out from the attack “will 
not be long-lasting. I 
would say two or three 
months at the most,” 
although those are foe top 
months of Egypt's winter 
season. 

'The main damage will 
be in the soufo and per- 
haps in the resorts of the 
Rm Sea and Sinai where 
leisure tourism is highest. 
But I don't think Cairo 
will be affected ” he said, 
adding that the Nile 
Hilton remained fully 
booked. 

He said the Hilton was 
going “full steam ahead” 
with eight major buildipg 
projects, including foe 
opening of two new hotels 
on foe Red Sea and Sinai 
over the next 18 months. 

Mr. Wissa said his com- 
pany expected cancella- 
tions to run at around SO 
per cent for December and 
January, but took heart 
from foe determination of 
many tourists to remain in 
foe country. 

“The day after foe attack 
I got a call from a major 
American company say- 
ing they wanteo to send a 
group of 200 tourists to 
Egypt in July next year. I 
was so astonished, I asked 
him if he had the right 
country.” he said. 

Samir Yussef. head of 
the business and manage- 
ment department at 
Cairo's American Univer- 
sity, said foe tourism 
industry was more 
resilient now than it was 
during foe height of mili- 
tant activity and that 
tourists were more “realis- 
tic” about the dangera. 

'The important thing is 
that foe Egyptian govern- 
ment shows that it is tak- 
ing strong security action 
in Older to reassure peo- 
ple,” he said. 
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By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. | 


ARIES: (iSlaich 21 to AprB 19 ) Make, cfaat^ ip your 
partneifoip: your bome,.your caeen Yoa've been -.coo- 
fipndng veiy tough issues. Now, make your dioi c e. The 
decisions you inake couki afiect youE Iffe for yoBis to oOfne. 
Do foe obvious. Choose a Hft you love. Yon have foe 
coora^ to make it b^pen. 

lAURUS: (Apfo 20 to 2C0 Ihe lats are lac^ at waip 

speed today, lliis shows up in your job. You may have to 
apply what you're leamiog vety qui^y in a v^-idated 
simadoo. You always leam better throu^ e^ierienoe. Keep 
your v(dts about ypo today ^ you^ do ji^ fine. 

GEMINI: (M^ 21 to June 21) You don't have a moment 
to waste. You need to settle a maoer pertaining to money 
and your tnie love. Or it could be money and me of your 
children. You've been haggfing about this for day& Ybu and 
foe other person need to stop arguing. Miake up your minds 
and get on with life. 

MOON CBOlJOREN: (June 22 to July 21) You’re in a 
tense situation. There are .mt^ phmrtaiy .uiQueDices on 
Cancer, libra. Ciqvicom and Aiies.'Ever nonce you're 
aOiacted Co those types? Sometimes foe fiir flies too, and 
tins could be one of those days. Don't ^ve up for a minnte. 
You're winning! 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) The situation font's been 
plaguing you all wedt is ffnally ^nxig to be resolved, one 
way or the other. You're in tiie nriddle of a battle^ it's get- 
ting mote obvious Mitt needs to be done next 'You're 
stronger but so is the (^position. Act quiddy but not hasti- 
ly. Be decisive Nit not inflexible. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Sqxember 22) There ate a lot of 
changes gcnng on. Some oi foem a£to your w<xk and 
finart^. It's time to get creative. Loc4c at foe posdbilities 
you pieviousfy igecti^ Tfaeie's dange cmning to your 
borne. It as well be one that you jAan, and ccaanti. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) An oiportunity is 
still avaikfole. It lodes like you've already met the contact 
you need. Buz foe resolis are not quite inJ You feel 
tineatexied by recent rhar^fes, Dm'i get defensive. Iraaead. 
make foe choice you've been thinking abouLDmi'tputfois 
off .any bogfec 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Nowenaber 21) Tbmoirow, 
evoythiiig will change. The good new is fott for you. it 
definitely changies for the betiBL You need to take action 
now. You can't afipid to wait around and dunk about it any 
loogec Do that ttwng you've been boping you wculd do — 
atxl be quick about it 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) ff there 
is somefoing you'd like to leatrange. yoa'd better efo H now. 
Tomonow win be more difficulL Yoia could ™ice a new 
agreeiiiem penaimng to looD^. Anofoer aitt most likely U> 
see action is in your k>ve life. Establish your independence 
txm. or forever hc^d your peace 

CAPRICORN: (Deoember 22 id January 20) This is an 
amazing day. The currem Qisiry of activity isLabout to coroe 
m close. Your panneititiip mt^ be (foanging. Somefoing fo 
your job ireeds modification. Get both of foem straightened 
out insnediately. You've foou^ about fois tong enou^. 
Nowget^ring. 

AQUARIUS: Qanuaty 21 to Fdariiaiy 19) This is a very 
vdaiile day. Tomonow MQ be much mote staUe. Make 
changes li^t now affect your work place and navel Use 
new infonnatioa to beep ahead of the comp aiU on. You're 
not veiy sure of yourself just yet, but that's OK. You're 
leaming by doing. 

PISCES: (Febniaiy 20 to March 20) There’s a lot of activ- 
godng on. Be vesy careful if you're driving in tia£Bc. 
Also, watch your money. There ate all kinds of secret mat- 
ters to deal with. too. Dcm't wony about ic just trust your 
inmhioD. Evoyfoiiig,in due time, will beco^ obvious. 

. BirtfastODe of Noveniber: Ibpaz — Tiger’s Eye 
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0 1997 Titiuna Made Santees, Ine. 
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1 Mardi — 

5 Greek letter 
9 Very important 

14 Network of 
nerves 

15 Nobleman 

16 "...^nothing like 

17 Actor SharM 

18 Mine entrance 

19 Mother-of-pearl 

20 Wealth 

23 Joke 

24 Stow cargo 

25 Dot 

27 Desert dweller 
30 Papas and 
Ryan 
33 Bistros 
37 Chopped 

39 Calamitous 

40 Cupid 

41 A Curie 

42 Distant 

43 Norse goddess 

44 Eve's son 

45 Greek island 

46 Arctic native 

46 Troubadour love 
song 

50 Visionaries 
52 Blackboard item 
57 Self 

59 Woo, in a way 
62 Even 

64 Like the Sahara 

65 Coffeclion of 
Norse poems 

56 Town in N.H. 

67 Criticize harshly 

68 Argued 
earnestly 

69 Went astray 

70 Viliain's look 

71 Turner and 
Koppei 

DOWN 

1 Flagrant 

2 Forgive 
3“-OfTwo 

Cities” 

4 Wart on 

5 Safari member 

6 Inventor James 

rstumble 

8 V(A:es 

9 Mien 


to Town In 
Oklahoma 

11 Kind of dive 

12 King of Israel 

13 Hoflow stem 

21 Gabor and 
LeGallienne 

22 Think 

26 Fragrant tree 

28 Jezebel's 
husbartd 

29 Kentocl^ 
college town 

31 QED word 

32 Withered 

33 Malacca 

34 Hebrew prophet 

36 Pays 

36 Sesame Street 
name 

36 VoTition 

41 New Zealand 
native 

45 Report or credit 

47 Whimpered 

49 DrinUng spree 


SI Growl 

53 Very skilled 

54 Move furtively 

55 Ceased 

56 Enjoys a book 

57 AcUess 
Sommer 


Puzzle solved: 


58 Pe waiton 
portreyer 

60 Border lake 

61 General'S 
hdper 

63 Wind (Erection: 
atfor. 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 



THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 
GLASBBiZ6EiTl 



“I got a vacuum cleaner for rny 
first anniversary. J used it to pick up the 
pieces of my shattered romantic illusions.’ 



Unsciamble these feur Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to fomt 

feurenfnary words. ■ 
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Now arrange the ebeted tottsteto 
fonn the surprtEe answer, as st^ 
posted by th$ ebowe cartoon. . 




I (Answers tomorrow) 
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Answer. Theiesukef spendinsafortaneon 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Sunday, November 23, 1997 


Conference sheds light on glohaUsation of hanks and financial institutions 


By Samir Ghawi 

Jordon Times Ste^ Reporter 

AMMAN — The .se\'enth 
annual conference organised 
by the Arab Academy for 
Banking and Financial Sci- 
ences opened in Ammon 
Saturday and several speak- 
ers presented papers dealing 
>vith privadsodon. financial 
liberalisation and informa- 
tion technology within the 
theme of ‘Globalisation of 
Banks and Financial Instiiu- 
dons.” 

prime Minister Abdul 
S^am Majali opened the 
confeRQce by pointing out 
that Jordan has always been 
among the foremost coun- 
tries in caning its economy 
and going through reform's 
and structural adjustments. 

Such a path. Or. Majali 
said, aims at achieving a 
gradual and well-studied 
approach to the globalisudon 
process. 

Mohammad Said Nabulsi, 
the president of the acade- 
my's board of trustee.^, indi- 
cated that economic blocs 


.such as the European Union, 
the U.S. and the Japanese 
with South East Asia will 
only be a transitional stage 
on the road for a w'ider glob- 
alisation. 

In thi.K regard, all compa- 
nies, iasiituiions and individ- 
uals will be in an open mar- 
ket when* the competition 
will sharpen for the best 
(lualitN' and less costly prod- 
ucts as well as the most 
capable to satisfy the needs. 

Dr. Nabulsi stressed that 
for us in the .Arab World and 
in the developing countries it 
is imperative to study care- 
fully and examine every step 
w’e make towards globalisa- 
tion. 

He also emphasised that 
the desired economic open- 
ness be gradual and in line 
with our capabilities to inter- 
act with the international 
market forces. 

"Our industries, famis. 
banks and financial insuiu- 
tiotLs should be able to com- 
pete In the open market,” Dr. 
Nabul.si said. Olherwi.se. he 
added, the globalisation will 


lum into advanced countries 
overwhelming the develop- 
ing Slates and. as a result, 
national economies will be 
negatively affected. 

Dr. Nabulsi went on to say 
that in u world dominated by 
gigantic blocs, that pave the 
w ay for globalisotiun ui the 
end, "we in the Arab W'orld 
have no choice but lo inte- 
grate economically.” 

He urged that the integra- 
tion be serious and funda- 
memally difl'ercm from the 
previous Arab economic 
driv'e that brought, limited 
achievements. 

Mustafa Hdeib, die acade- 
my's president, presented a 
comprehensive view about 
the meaning and aspects of 
globalisation. He highlight- 
ed the benefits of globalisa- 
tions and pros'ided statistical 
information to indicate the 
growth of the pn.*.seni global- 
isation process and the .speed 
ui w'hich h has progressed 
between 1985 and 1W5. 

Dr. Hdeib also shed light 
on liberalisation policies in 
manv countries and mox'ed 
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Major Currencies & 


us Dollar 

GB Sterling 
'-CHFhane 
JPYen 
'tADoHa- 
rrura 
;itt.<^ld^ 
FR Franc 


Cross 

0.590S 

03332 


Rates 
Y. CHF. 

1.4133 

03124 

2.3992 

1.1190 

1.0011 

0.0828 

72.15 

24.2793 


1.12 

1352.27 

64.41 

21.68 


Prices as at ...... 22/11/i 

CAD ITL I NLQ 

1.4173 1705,00 1.9S90 
08144 978.77 1.1281 

2.4002 2887.42 3.3176 
1.0021 1205.54 138.67 
1.1222 13.S0 155.11 

1207.48 1.3885 
0.8308 - 11.48 

0.7233 870.12 

02435 33.65 33.65001 


22/11/97 18:44 
~t^Q I 

1.9590 5.8190 

1.1281 3.3449 

3.3176 9.BS4S 
138.67 4.1144 

155.11 4.6073 

1.3885 4.1267 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


US Dollar 


0.7085 

3.7503 

BAIili 

0.3m 

:.QAT : 
34400 

0.3032 

34728 

.Jonfim Dinar 

14114 

- 

S2933 

0.5321 

5.1376 

04279 

5.1839 

Saudi Riyal 

0.2666 

0.1889 

- 

0.1005 

0.97 

0.0808 

0.98 

Bahrain Dinar 

9KK ' 

14794 

9.9480 

- 

946 

04043 

9.74 

Emirates Dinar 

0.2723 

' 0.1929 


0.1026 

04911 

0.0826 

- 

LebmcniVlOOl) 

dSB' 

04848 

' 2460B 

OJ24f4 

-24B85 

0.1090 

24100 

Egyptian 

0.2939 

I 0.2082 

1 1.1021 

0.110B 

1 14696 

: 0.0991 

1 1.0793 
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Metal Prices 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 
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Main Equity Indices 
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lo outime several negative 
elTecis from glotulLsation 
such a.s thofi^ resulting from 
capital shifts (m* in the area of 
employment and costs. 

The ^ademy's piesident 
told the audience of senior 
bankers and officials that an 
increasing number of econo- 
mists are warning and cau- 
uonmg the re^ dangers 

sunounding the entry to the 
comprehensive gldxtiisauon 
sphere.** 

The economists, he indi- 
cated, are cautioning against 
riiJl financial Hbef^isation 
before the national economic 
smicnire Is strengthened to 
absorb external shocks and 
iniematiofiai speculations 
which cmly Io<^ after profit 
without any regard to the fate 
of national economres. 

Speaking abcHii the impact 
of privatisation on widening 
globalisation bori^os, Udo 
Steffens, director general of 
BankAcademie in ftank- 
lim/Gennany. defirtaJ pri- 
\‘atisanon and explained why 
do governments privatise. 

Dr. Steffens described pri- 
vatisation as a *Tc^)-down** 
activity and as an intensely 
politick reform. HowevN. 
he stressed that privatisation 
b only a pan of a wide mar- 
ket-based reforms and an 
economic liberalisation. 

The German expeit noted 
that commercialis^on or 
restructuring often fail due to 
conflicting ^Jectives, inap- 
propriate management 
incentives and bek of gen- 
uine autonomy interference 


from governments in vrages, 
prices, employment, invest- 
meoT decisions or customers 
and supftiiers. 

Anoto reason for the fail' 
ure could be ineffective 
monitoring by government 
or corporate governance, he 
said. 

Dr. Steffens listed the fol- 
lowing four additional 
advantages irora privatisa- 
tion: 

1) Capital maricets disci- 
plines 

2) Market in mana^rial 

3) Elimination of govern- 
ment interference 

4) Focus on profit and 
we^tb creation. 

The lecturer covered the 
negative side of privatisation 
as well as the interesting side 
before moving to hi ghligh t 
the importance of competi- 
tion and how to increase iL 

Dr. Steffens concluded by 
explaining the implications 
of privatisation for banks. 

The impact of financial lib- 
eralisation and globalisation 
on naonetaiy policy was then 
presented by Sena Eken, 
division chief of the Middle 
Eastern Depaftment at the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 

Dr. Eken first described the 
changes in the financial envi- 
ronment and the forces that 
are leading to the globalisa- 
tion in financial mokets and 
then spoke about the poten- 
tial be^ts and risks associ- 
ated with the new environ- 
ment 

The senior IMF official 


later examined the impact of 
the changiiig environment 
on macroeconomics man- 
agement, in particular, on 
conduct of monetary policy. 

Dr. Eken stressed ilut lib- 
eralised and globalised 
financial maikels provide 
enormous of^rtunities in 
terms of growth, but also 
entails significant risk and 
challenges associated with 
laige potentially volatile 
capita] flows. 

She said: “in a globlulised 
environment, sound macro- 
economic policies command 
a rising premium and ruar- 
ket-ba^ mooetaiy policy 
management will have to be 
underpinned by well-func- 
tioning domestic finandal 
markets.*' 

“Policy-makers arc con- 
fronted more and mtxe with 
the need to maintain the con- 
fidence of markets and (here 
b a need to pay particular 
attention to advance warning 
signals of looming prob- 
lems," Dr. Eken concluded. 

The third paper was pre- 
sented by T^ de Bree. 
senior accounts officer at 
ABN Amro Bank in Amster- 
dam reganiing: A global 
information technology per- 
spective of the global securi- 
ties business. 

“infexmation technology 
(TT) has been playing and 
will play a more and more 
impcxiant role in the finan- 
cial services industry in a 
period of rapid globalisation 
of (pa^ of) the financial ser- 
vices industry" he said giv- 


ing as an example die Glob- 
al Security Industn. in which 
for ihe last 20 years the use 
of IT has been one of the 
major forces both for high 
rehim on im’esimenLs and 
shakeout (ion out (too much 
non-profiloblc invesimenls 
in IT). 

Although started by the 
U.S. bunks, some of the 
European bariLs have fol- 
lowed, but on a bit more 
reluctant basis, he added. 

Although in the beginning, 
huge FT investments were 
usually made in the paicess- 
ing/athninistraiive area of 
the bank.s, iiwesuneni had to 
shift rapidy towards x'alue- 
added sen'ices. reporting 
and now tailor-made ser- 
vices for customers all over 
the world, be indicated. The 
emancipation of customers 
all over the world (bener 
iifformed, often more locally 
focused) led to what we 
called in marketing “seg- 
ments of one” in which cus- 
tomers and people in general 
are switching suppliers more 
often, have difterem feelings 
on how the>' want to be con- 
tacted and where; this is 
what we cull “what customer 
value in the ser\'icc/ihe prod- 
ucl" 

“Depending on the general 
culture of specific target 
groups, people tend to be 
transaction oriented, infor- 
mation oriented (both more 
the Anglo Saxons and some 
countries is .Asia), whereas 
others (some “Europeans," 
“Arab countries") are more 
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relational and/partnership 
focused he said. 

This greatly influences the 
way they accept the use of 
all kinds of electronic 
devices in their inieractions 
with bunks or other financial 
iastiiutions. Mr. De Bree 
said the use of Internet (and 
therefore the irn'estmenis 
needed) is much more com- 
mon in the way Anglo Sax- 
ons like be contacted then 
some of the other countries. 

The use and the im-esi- 
ments in IT therefore should 
be focused on strengthening 
the “ways you do business 
with your cu.stomcns,” while 
focusing on the way they 
want to contact you. Espe- 
cially if banks and other 
financial institutions do not 
have major investments in IT 
yeL they should also consid- 
er the twying of off-ihe-.shelf 
software (now available for 
most banking functions), Mr. 
De Bree stressed. 

Global securities basiness 
and other global services ure 
often a question of large vol- 
umes and low margins. A 
number of large banks are 
reconsidering their invest- 
ments in these line-of-busi- 
ness (r.o.i on IT impossible 
to pros'e) and focus more and 
more on using IT for quolii}' 
controL wotk flow improve- 
ment and linking up elec- 
tronically with customers. 

Bayer plans 
to invest 
4 . 0 b marks 
in Asia 

LEVERKUSEN. Germany 
(AFP) — Bayer has said it 

planned to invest four bil- 
lion marks (2.32 billion) in 
Asia over the next 10 years. 

The pharmaceutical and 
chemical group was not 
concerned b)^ recent turbu- 
lence in Asia and would 
continue to expand in the 
region, the director respon- 
sible for the Far East, 
Dieter Becher said. 

“So for the crisis in Asia 
has had minimal effects on 
the development of profits 
and sales," he said. 

Soles in Asia os a per- 
centage of all soles would 
rise ^m 16.0 per cent in 
1996 to 25.0 per cent in 
2010, he said. 

In the first nine months of 
the year sales in the Asia- 
Pacrfic region hod 
increased by 1 1 .0 per cent 
from the figure for the 
same period of last year to 
5.6 billion marks. 

Group sales had risen by 
13.0 per cent to 41.3 billion 
marks. 

Bayer's main businesses 
in the region concern poly- 
mers and other chemicals 
which accounted for 43.0 
per cent of regional sales. 
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lAF names Kipketer 
and Jones Athletes of Year 



American sprinter Marion Jones (K) and Denmark's 800 metres recordsman Wilson 
Kipketer are named athletes of the year by the International Amateur Athletic 
Federation flAAF) in Monte Cario. Jones and Kipketer pose with their trophies after 
the lAAF award ceremony gala (Reuters photo) 



Nine-time Olympic gold champion Carl Lenis (R) of the Uidted States is congratu- 
lated by Prince Albert (L) of Monaco as he received an award for his legendary career 
during the International Amateur Athletic Federation (lAAF) award ceremony gal& 
At center is Primo Nebiolo, the President of the International Amateur Athletic 
Federation (lAAF) (Reuters photo) 


MONACO (AFP) — 
Denmark's 800m world 
record holder Wilson 
Kipketer and U.S. sprint 
queen Marion Jones were 
Friday named by the 
International Athletic 
Foundation (lAF) as 
‘Athletes of the Year*. 

Primo Nebiolo, president 
of the lAF. an offshoot of 
the Amateur Athletics 
Federadon (lAAF), 

announced the winners at a 
special gala evening after 
the two easily topped a 
2.000-strong poll of media 
and athletics specialists. 

He also handed over a 
sp^iaJ merit award to ath- 
letics legend Carl Lewis, 
who flew in specially from 
Te.\as. 

The incomparable Lewis, 
winner of nine Olympic and 
eight World Championship 
gold medals and who U 
retiring at the age of 36 after 
a star-studded career span- 
ning almost two decades, 
was visibly moved by his 
award. 

“I have no regrets, just 
fine memories," he told his 
audience, adding he would 
now “increase my involve- 
ment in entertainments." 

Regarding his retirement. 
Lewis, who memorably 
grabbed gold in the 100m. 
2U0m. 4 X KXhn and long 
jump in (he Los Angeles 
Games in 1984, insisted that 
“1‘ve made my final deci- 
sion." 

And he joked that Cuba's 
Ivan Pedroso. the reigiung 
long jump world champion, 
now had the field virtually 
to himself, saying: “I can 
tell Ivan, who is here 
tonight, that he will certain- 
ly be world champion in 
1999." 

On the track. Kenyan- 
born Kipketer. 24, is now 
the name on everyone's Ups 
after an astonishing season 
in which he won everything 
up for grabs, finishing with 
the overall title at the lAAF 
Grand Prix Final. 

But thai was merely the 
cherry on the cake for the 
man who has not tasted 
defeat at the distance since 
the 1995 Grand Prix Final 
following a season in which 
he recorded 12 victories in 
1 2 Stans. 

Winrung the gold medal at 
the world championships in 
.Athens last August was 
only one of several high- 
lights as Kipketer set world 
indoor records twice at the 
Paris world indoor champi- 
onships in March and three 
outdoor world marks in 
Stockholm. Zurich and 


Cologne in the final weeks 
of the season. 

He further distinguished 
himself in turning in three 
sub Imin 42sec perfor- 
mances, eight at below 1 :43 
and 11 under 1:44 across 
the season, an unparaUeied 
feat 

The 21 -year-old Marion 
Jones meanwhile heralded a 
new era in sprinting at lost 
summer's World 

Championships in Athens 
when she claimed gold in 


the 100 metres in the 
absence of 30-year-old Gail 
Devers. who was injured. 

The event wiU long be 
remembered for its chaotic 
finish as race organisers 
first gave the win to 
Ukraine's Zhanna 

Pintusevich before televi- 
sion screens suddenly con- 
firmed Jones had edged her 
at the line in a personal best 
of ]0.83sec, the Ukrainian 
timing 10.85sec. 

Jones, who had to com- 


pete with a screw in her left 
leg after she broke it twice 
last year, had previously 
starred at basketball with 
the University of North 
Carotina. quitting athletics 
before finely decicUng it 
was the sport for her. 

She came back with a 
bong by winning tbe U.S. 
Championship with the 
fastest run of her life at 
10.90 and then ran 10.83 to 
grab glory in Athens. 


Anti-mine 
activist 
to join 
final 
Olympic 
torch relay 

TOKYO (AFP) — Chris 
Moon, an amputated 
British crusader against 
antipersonnel mines, will 
be one of the rioal torch 
relay runners at the 
Nagano Wmter Olympics 
opening ceremony, a 
Japanese producer smd 
Saturday. 

Moon, 35, has accepted 
the task offered at the rec- 
ommendation of a 
Japanese group support- 
ing refugees, according to 
Keita Asari, tbe chief pro- 
ducer of tbe February 7 
ceremony. 

“I hope his appearance 
will help strengthen calls 
for world peace," Asari 
said. 

Moon joined a non-gov- 
emmental group calling 
for a total ban on antiper- 
sonnel mines after retir- 
ing from the Royal Army, 
tbe producer said. 

He had his right arm 
and right leg amputated 
in March 1993 when he 
stepped on a mine during 
a mine-sweeping opera- 
tion in Mozambique, 
Asari added. 

But Moon has since 
managed to finish the 
London marathon with 
artificial limbs in a time 
of five hours 39 minutes. 
Last April, he also com- 
pleted a marathon over 
more than 200 kilome^ 
across the Saliar£ 

Asari said he planned to 
use at least five fmal 
relay runners to hand tbe 
Olympic torch to two run- 
ners, who will climb a set 
of stairs to tbe bottom of 
the cauldron. 

The cauldron will then 
be set alight by 
Albertville Olympic 
women’s figure skating 
silver medalist Midori Ito 
of Japan, according to 
earlier plans unveiled by 
Asari and his group of 
producers. 


Compagnoni dominates 
giant slalom . 

PARK CITY. Utah (AFP) — Italy's Deborah Compagnoni 
continued her overwhelming domination of the giant slalom 
discipline on Friday when she won her sixth in a row — and 
her second of the season — in commanding fashion. 

The 26-yeor-old Olympic champion shrugged off poor vis- 
ibility in the second leg to post an unbeatable 2min 
52.60secs on the CB piste which will be used in the 2lX)2 
Olympics. 

Compagnoni. who has not been beaten in a giant slalom 
since January 3, 1996 in Maribor. Slovenian (she finished 
second to Martina Ertl), led home Alexandra Meissnitzer 
(2:56.01 ) by a huge 3.41$ecs. 

Norway's Andrine Flemmeo claimed her first career podi- 
um by finishing third in 2:56.46, ahead of Swiss Sonja Nef 
(2:56.57) and fifth-placed Birgit Heeb of Liechtenstein 
(2:56.90). 

German Katju Seizinger looked on-course for a podium 
place, but lost control in the heavy snowfall of the second 
run and skied off the course. 

Teammate Enl earned the day's best German showing 
with sixth on 2:57.17. 

The Italian heads the overall standings with 214 points fol- 
lowed by Ertl with 170 points and Meissnitzer with 156. 

Alberto Tomba, the sport's dominant personality, is hoping 
to be fit after a bout of back pain forced him to skip tbe sec- 
ond leg of the men's giant slalom on Thursday. 

The 30-year-old luilian is aiming to use this Woild Cup 
season to prepare for his final career Olympics at Nagano in 
February'. 



Martina Erd of Germany craslie$ into a gate for the second-fastest time in the field 
iinrtng the Grst heat of the World Cnp giant slalom in Park City. She had a time of 
1:27.67 (Reuters photo) 


World Cup qualifiers ■ 

Australia hold on for 


draw in 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Australia held on for a 
1-1 draw in the fust leg of their World Cup 
play-off against Iran here on Saturday to 
give die Socceroos tbe edge in the return leg 
on November 29 in Melbourne. Harry 
Kewell opened the scoring for Terry 
Venables' Australian team in the 18th 
min ute^ but Iran responded strongly and 
i»qiiaii-s^ five minutes before half-time 
through Khodad Azizi. 

Aussie keeper Maik Bosoich pulled off a 
string of fine saves in tbe second half as Iran 
pQed on the pressure, but the draw leaves 
the Socceroos as favourites to become the 
last of the 32 qualifiers at next year's finals 
in Irance. Au^ralia started brightly in front 
of 128,000 fans in the Azari Stadium, 
repeatedly hreakuig tbrou^ a nervous 
Iranian defence in a frenetic opening quarter 
hour. But following Kewell's well-taken 
goal after 18 minutes, a left-footed drive 
fiom an angl e on tbe right after taking a pass 
from Marie Viduka, Iran responded strongly. 


Tehran 

passing the ball around with ccmfidence. 
Socceroos goalkeeper Mark Bosnich kept 
his side ahead wi^ good sax%s. AH Daei 
swivelled and shot in the box but Bo.snich 
managed to keep the ball out on 26 minutes. 

M^di Mehdavi hod a great chance 10 
minotes laler when his fierce shot was 
palmed into the air by Bosnich before 
bouncing on the crossbar to safety. 

Then came the equaliser from .Asian play- 
er of the year Azizi five minutes from the 
break. The ball was floated in and Mehdavi 
crossed from the right for Cologne's Azizi 
to knock home from six yards just inside the 
keeper's ri^t hand post. 

brutes after the break, Daei tested 
Bosnich with a superb teader but the Aussie 
keeper palmed the ball over the bar to safe- 
ty. Then came further saves from Bosnich 
and the Australians held firm to leave them- 
selves favourites to win the tie and qualify 
for the'u* first finals since 1974. 


Bulls win in OT; Spurs lose 


CMAFLOTTE, North 
Carolina (AP) — Chariotte 
gained its fimt comeback 
victory of ■ tbe season 
Fri^y night as Glen Rice 
powe^ a fourth-quarter 
surge that lifted the Hornets 
to a 119-102 victory over 
the Miami Heat 

Rice, held to five points 
in the first half, finished 
with 26, including 13 in the 
last 6:15 as the Hornets 
improved to 7-3, tiie best 
start in franchise history. 

All six of (Charlotte's pre- 
vious victories had come 
a^r the Hornets built leads 
after three quarters, but this 
time they r^ed fixnn a 91- 
87 deficit in the final seven 
minutes and outscored 
Miami 32-11 down tire 
stretch. 

• Knidcs 104, Wizards 
82: In Landover. Maryland, 
Larry Johnson scored 23 
points and New Yoiic used 
a big second' quarter to 
baiidWashingtorMts foi^[^- 
straight loss. Pati^' ' 
Ewing bad 14 poiais and 
10 rebounds for the knicks, 
who have won six straight 
and 21 of Zl against 
Washington. 

Wizards forward Chris 
Webber, returning after a 
three-game absence with 
back spasms, scored 15 
points and Rod Strickland 
added 14. Washington is 
die only Eastern 
Conference team that is 
winless at home (0-4). 

• Cavaliers 103, 

Itmberwolves 80: In 

hdnneapolis, Wesley 
Person scored 22 points, 
Shawn Kemp had 19 and 
Cleveland d^t Minnesota 
its third strai^t home loss. 
Fans at tbe taiget centre 
booed the home team, 
whose two previous home 
losses were at least com- 
petitive — an overtime 
defeat ag^nst tire 
Washington ^zards and a 
loss at buzzer to die San 
Antonio Spurs. 

Tbe Wolves, who entered 
the game ranked third in 
the l^A in scoring, posted 
their lowest total of tibe sea- 
son. Chris Our scored 19 
points and Kevin Garnett 
had 18, but Stephen 
Maibuiy was held to four 
points aid three assists. 

• Oltics 101, Nets 93: 
In Boston, tire Celtics 
avenged a loss to New 
Jersey that broke its four- 
game winning streak and 
beat ±e Nets behind 24 
points and 12 rebounds 
from Antoine Walker. 

lyus Edney and Greg 
Minor came off the bench 
to score 12 points each and 
Ron Mercer, another sub- 
stitute, added II for 
Boston, ^ch didn't win 
its sixth game last season 
until Dec. 30 when it 
already had 21 losses en 



Seatrie Sonic Vin Baker (42) slanu the ball over tbe San 
Antonio Spurs’ David Robinson doring first period 
pl^ at Key Arena in Seattle. Tbe Sonics dominated the 
first half lead leadii^ 60-37 at the break (Reuters 
photo) 


route to a 15-67 record. 

Tbe Nets were led by 
Chris Gatling with 22 
points and Kendall Gill and 
Sam Cassell witii 14 each. 

• Suparsonics SM. Spurs 
74: In Seattle. Vin Baker 
scored 22 points and Gary 
Payton added 17 points and 
14 assists as Seattle -held 
San Antonio to a season- 
low point totaL Seattle 
raced to a 36-16 lead after 
one quarter and the Spurs 
pulled no closer than 17 the 
rest of the way. 

David Robinson, the 
NBA's leading scorer, was 
held to nine points on 4- 
for-12 shooting. He sat out 
the final 16 minutes of the 
game and failed to score in 
double figures for just tbe 
ninth time in 574 career 
games. 

Monty Williams led San 
Antonio with 13 points and 
Cory Alexander had 10. 
they were the only Spurs to 
score in double digits. 

• Grizzlies 99, Nn^ets 
96: In Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Shaieef Abdul- 
Rahim scored 28 points 
and Vancouver rallied to 
avoid becoming the first 
team to Denver this season. 

The Nuggets, who have 
yet to win under rookie 


coach Bill Hanzlik, have 
lost a franchise record 10 
straight to start the season. 
They remain the NBA's 
only winJess te am. 

Eteover. which led by as 
many as 15 points, began 
unravelling late in the third 
quarter. Vancouver 

outscored the NuggeLs 22- 
12 over the final 12 min- 
utes. 

• Bulls 111, Clippers 
102, 2 OT: In Los Angeles. 
Michael Jordan scor^ 49 
points, including all nine of 
Chicago's points in the sec- 
ond overtime, to lead the 
Bulls to their first road vic- 
tory of the season. 

TTie Clippers, losing their 
eighth straight game, 
missed all six ^ their shots 
and failed to score in the 
second extra period. 

Jordan scored the Bulls* 
final nine points in regula- 
tion and their last four in 
the first overtime, bringing 
Chicago from behind on 
both occasions. 

Luc Longley had 22 
points and 17 rebounds for 
C^cago, and Dennis 
Rodman added 10 points 
and 14 rebounds. Lmnond 
Murray led Los Angeles, 
whose record fell to l-ll, 
with 24 points. 


CINEMA TEUbMI-U '« 

|[ FEIIiAnELPHlA "1" 

^ s. y 

/^Cinema ■rn.:634i44 

PHILADELPHIA ■2"^ 

^ CINEMA TEL:6W238 

, PLAZA 

X CINEMA ThL:677420 

^ CONCORD j 

^ ONKHA TEL:07933430 S. 

^ GALLERIA 1 ^ 

^ CINEHA TEL:0» 33430 S. 

^ GALLERIA 2 ^ 


^ fra/i Drescher & 

^ Timothy Dalton ... in 

h 

g THE BEAUTICIAN 
g & THE BEAST 

^ Shows; 12:30,3:30.6:15, 

8:30. 10:30 

V / \ / 

Patrick Stewart & 
Jonathan Frakes ... in 

STAR TREK 
FIRST CONTACT 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10,30 

V 2 

NourAI Sharif & 
Layla Alwi... in 

AL MASEER 
(Arabic) 

Whn&r in tfie 1997 Cannes tesUvai 

Shows: 12:30,3:30. 6:00, 
8:15, 10:30 

k J. 

coacoRS *1* 

Rowan Atkinson... in 
MR. BEAN 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 

COBCORD "2' 

SLEEPWALKERS 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 only ^ 

ABDOUN 
NourAi Sharif & 
LayiaAiwi... in 
AL MASEER 
(Arabic) 

winner In the 1997 Cannes fesll)^ 

Shows 3:30, 6:00, 

8:15, 10>« J 

ABDOUN 

NOTHING TO LOSE 

Shows: 3:30. 6:30, 8:30, 10:M 
2 

mWOHDAlLf 

THE GOVERNMENT IN 
THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 
Starrmg Hisham TStnes 
and Amal Dobbas 

^ForiEKnrailaiBcalI;640LSS.62SI^ ^ 
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Sports 



Southw est Asian Games 

Jordan eliminated from tennis, wrestling 
and badminton competitions 


By Aleen Bannayan in Amman 
and Jordan Sports Madia 
reporters in Tehran 


jORDANIj^ athletes continued a suing of negative 
results on the second day of competition at the 1st South- 
west Asian Games currently underway in Tehran Iran, with 
12 countnes competing in 1 7 sports events 
Iordan wm eliminated from the wrcsHing competilion 
after Ptm-Arab Games medallist AbdurHaldm Abu 
Soeuich lost 7-6 to Turkmenistan. He had lost 14-*> to Kvr- 
gtzstan on the first day. '' 

1 think I lost due to many unforced errors which I could 
have avoided had I been more experienced,*’ a disappoint- 
ed Abu Sneineh told reporters after his defeat. 

“Although we did well at the Pan-Arab Games. Asian 
levels are far better." he added. 

In tennis, Ahmad Al Hadeed showed an improved form in 
losing to Kuwait's Adel Shani. 

Hadeed was leading M, 6-5 as he held serve in the sec- 
ond set. However, Shani broke his serve and went on to win 
the second set and concluded the match by a 6-0 third set 
win. 

Jordan had lost the opening team tennis matches 2-0 to 
Iran and Tajikistan, However, things could not have gone 
better with the team missing the country’s current top ten- 
ois players. Fans and Laith Azzouni who were unable to 
join the team for i>ersonal reasons. 

Wth Al Hadeed the only player left and the team event 
requiring two players at the leasL team manager Mazen 
Hatamleh was registered as player and took a heav 7 beat- 
ing 6-0, 6-0 against Iran and Tajikistan and pulled out 
against Kuwait. 

Jordan also lost all singles matches in the badminton 
event and the team will be returning to Amman Sunday 
alongside the wrestling team. 

The coach of the fencing team will also return for per- 
sonal reasons. leaving behind player Amer Natour who has 
not yet started his event 

Meanwhile, the organising committee promised to look 
into Jordan's request of keying the marathon for which 
only a handful of athletes have turned up. 

Jtmlan also requested the organisers to hold the 10,000 
metres on the third day of the athletics event in order to 
enable Awwad Sreyes to take part in the 5,000 metres on 
tbe first day. 

Officials of the boxing team, which includes five medal 
winners at the Pan-Arab Games, said they would raise the 
issue of disregarding intemationaJ regulations in tbe event. 
Jordan's head coach Haitham Amer expressed his sur- 
mse at the boxing bouts having three rounds when the 
3temadonaJ regulations stipulate that there should be five. 


In athletics, Arab-Games gold medallist Fakruldin Fuad 
was due to arrive in Tehran Saturday morning after he was 
given (he go-ahead by physicians treating his reirent spinal 
injury. 

Open (o men's teams only, the Nov. 19-28 Games have 
brought together athletes from Saudi Arabia. Syria. Pales- 
tine, Oman, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Tuilmienistan, Kuwait. 
Lebanon, Yemen, Jordan and Iran. 

Jordan’s 37-member delegation comprises 19 atUetes 
competing in 8 events: Athletics, boxing, fencing, bad- 
minton. tennis, wrestling, weightlifting and judo. 

The games also include basketball, karate. taMe tennis, 
soccer, handball, taekwondo shooting and swimming. 

The organising committee cancelled cycling and gymnas- 
tics in which Joixhin was to have competed. 

Unable to cover air-fare, many Jordanian fednations 
opted to stay away from the Games. Among the Kingdom’s 
declining federations are equestrian, baodbull, baslreiball, 
volleyball, shooting and table tennis. 

However, in an ^ort to increase the Kingdom’s compet- 
itive chances, the Jordan Olympic Committee IJOC) spon- 
sored excelling players by paying for medal-winning ath- 
letes at July’s Pan-Arab Games, while die rest of the par- 
dcipating federations covered their own expenses. 

Jordan took a total of 40 medals, including JO gold, 8 
ver and 22 bronze medals to finish fifth among the 19 par- 
ticipating countries gaining more gold medals in Beirut 
than in the past seven Pan- Arab Games altogeth^. and cap- 
ping the best Jordanian participation since the ev%m was 
first held in 1953. 

Twelve medal-winners are included in the delegation 
including Fakruldin Fuad and Tareq Najjar (athletics). 
Mousa Khalaf (judo), Mohammad Abu Kh^ijeh, Ayman 
Nadi. Kama] Abdul Hamid. Khaldouo Abdul Hamid and 
Basel Hiodawi (boxing). Abdul Hakim Abu Sneineh and 
Ismail Sheikh (wrestling). Ayed Khawaldeh (weightlifting), 
and Amer Natour (fencing). 

Only three of the eight federations participating in the 
Tehran Games were impressive in Beirut 

The boxing, athletics and weightlifting uams earned five 
medals each while the wrestlers took four. Judo and fenc- 
ing earned a medal each. 

Others like badminton and tennis who have already been 
eliminated from competition, were not seriously tested in 
competition recently and their competitive form was 
unknown prior to the Tehran Games. 

On the other hand, some of the declining federations had 
impressive results at the Pan-Arab Games UIre the gold 
medal-winniag soccer team and table tennis who took two 
bronze medals. . . ; . 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


lAAF to form 'Golden League* 

OSLO (AFP ) — Athletics’ four prestigious "Golden Four’’ 
meedogs in Oslo, Zurich. Brussels and Berlin, are to form 
an "lAAF Golden League" alongside meets in Rome. Paris 
and Monte-Carlo, a spokesmanTor tbe Oslo leg said here 
Friday. “We are very h^py to be invited to take part in a 
series of such exclusive events,*' said Tom Fremstad of 
Bislett Alliansen, the organisation which deals with the 
Oslo event Fremstad said prize money of S 1 million will 
be on offer for athletes winning their specialised event 
with “Golden League" world records each worth SSO.OOO. 

Galarraga signes with Braves 

ATLANTA (AFP) — Andres Galarraga, unhappy the Col- 
orado Rockies would not offer him a three-year guarant^d 
contract signed a three-year contract worth $24.75 mUlion 
to join tbe Atlanta Braves. Galarraga, 36, led the Nation^ 
League at batting in runs the past two seasons and will 
replace Fred McGriff at first base for the perennial title 


contenders. McGriif and his S5 million 1998 contract were 
traded to ‘Thmpa Bay on Tuesday. Galarraga was aided by 
playing baseball in the high altitude at Denver and in a 
ballpark beloved by barters. He hit .318 with 41 borne runs 
and 140 RBI fiiis year, finishing sevendi in die NL in bat- 
ting and third in homers. Galarraga sec career highs and 
club records in 1996 when he had 47 homers and l^RBL 
the most by a National Leaguer since 1962. Nicknamed the 
“Big Cat." Galarraga turned his career around during five 
years in Colorado. In 1993, his first season with the Rodc- 
ies. he hit a career-best .370 with 22 homers and 98 RBI. 

Fulham climb higher 

LONDON (AFP) — The ’Fulham rcviral’ roU^ on here 
Friday when the London club climbed to eighth place in 
the English second diNnsion — their highest position since 
Kevin Keegan and Ray WiUdns arrived at Craven Cottage 
two months ago — after scoring a 3-0 victory over Gilling- 
ham. 


Metz back on top as first title beckons 


PARIS (AFP) — Unfash- 
ionable Metz went back to 
the top of the French first 
division on Friday with a 2- 
1 home win over TouIou.re 
which left them one point 
clear of Marseille and two 
ahead of reigning champi- 
6os Monaco. 

Monaco ensured they 
grabbed third spot with a 
fine 3-0 win against Paris 
Saint Germain, who drop to 
fourth, three points behind 
the lexers. 

Marseille, who had gone 
clear a week ago with a 4-0 
ihrashing of Auxerre, con- 
pole position after 
their 2-0 loss at Strasbourg 
On Thursday to leave the 
door open for Metz, who 
have never won the cham- 
pionship, to take advantage. 

And the northerners, who 
were top for most of Sep- 


tember and October, duly 
did so as goals tirora Vladan 
Lukic in the 25th minute 
and a Robert Pires penalty 
eight minutes from the end 
cancelled out a Joel Tlehi 
strike for the visitors, who 
had Nicolas Paviot dis- 
missed after barely half an 
hour. 

Metz are now well-placed 
to dream of a long-awaited 
title as in the past ten sea- 
sons, the side leading at the 
midway point has gone on 
to lift the crown. 

Bordeaux are fifth one 

point behind PSG but will 
be kicking themselves for 
missing the chance to move 
up three places after losing 
1-0 at promoted Ch^eau- 
roux, for whom Nicolas 
Weber scored the only goal 
on 66 minutes. 

It was Bordeaux's first 


NEUJLV HRRIUED BV PLRNE 
FROM ITHLV 

Excelsa Christmas Trees (in* soil). 
Height: 1.30 m -3 m. 

Suitable in houses or gardens. 

For securing your order, 
please call Suha 
at Tel.: 688574, 688641 


defeat since September 5. 

The win took unheralded 
Chateauroux out of the bot- 
tom four, a point clear of 
1995 champions Nantes, 
who crashed 3-0 at fellow 
scrugglers Rennes. 

Cannes remain bottom on 
14 points but boosted their 


chances of survival by 
beating Lyon 1-0. 

Strasboing’s sur^se win 
over Marseille still left 
them in the bottom six but 
provided a tonic prior to 
next week’s UEFA Cup 
clash with Inter Milan. 



The- Water Quality Improvement and Conservation 
Project at the Ministry of Water and Irrigation invites 
qu^ed Jordanian firms to si^m'it proposals for offering 
the following advanced computer training courses by 
trainers certifidd by Microsoft and Grade respectively to 
teach the following courses: 

Windows NT courses 

1. Administering MS Windows NT 4.0 

2. Support MS Windows NT Gore Tech 

3. Intemetworfdng on MS TCP/IP 

4. Supporting MS Windows NT- Enterprise Networking 

5. Supporting MS System Mgt Server 1.2 

6. Core Tech of MS Exchange Server 
Oracle 7.0 courses 

1 . Develop Complex Data Models & Design Databases 

2. Oracle 7 Database Administration 

3. Oracle 7 Backup and Recovery 

4. Oracle 7 Perfonnance Tuning Workshop 
Lotus Notes 4.5 courses 

1 . Basic & Advanced Lotus Notes Administration 

2. Advanced Users training 

The bidders proposals should rndude: course outrme, 
certified trainers qualifications and certificates, venue of 
training, previous experience, and cost 



Novotna, Spirlea win to 
complete semifinal pairings 



Spain’s Arantxa Sanchez \'icario returns a shot from 
the Czech Republic’s Jana No\'otna in their quarterfi- 
nal round match of the Chase Championships at New 
York’s Madison Square Garden (Reuters photo) 


NEW YORK (AP) — A 
cool and calm iiina Spirlea 
surviv^ an upset bid 
Mary Joe Fernandez to join 
Jana Novotna in the semifi- 
nals of the season-ending 
Chase Championships. 

Spirlea, the No. 8 seed 
from Romania, fought off 
ihree match points in lOih 
game of the match before 
defeating Fernandez 5-7. 6- 
2. 7-5 Friday night at Madi- 
son Square Garden. 

Earlier, the second-seed- 
ed Novotna ousted Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario 6-4, 3-6, 6- 
1 . 

Spirlea and Novotna will 
meet in one of the semifi- 
nals. while No. 7 Mary 
Pierce iake.s on her French 
Fed Cup teammate. 
Nathalie *rau 2 iat, in the 
other. 

Spirlea probably should 
have wrapped up the victo- 
ry long before she did, two 
hours and seven minutes 
after they began play. The 
Romanian, best known for 
her bump with Venus 
Williams at the U.S. Open, 
led 4-1 in the opening set. 
only to have Fernandez, a 
right-hander from Miami, 
win six of the next seven 
games. 

The eventual winner had 
four-game nins in both the 
second and third sets. In the 
middle set. the two held 
serve through the first four 
games before Spirlea lev- 
eled the match. 

Fernandez took a S-3 lead 
in the third set and 
appeared ready to contin- 
ued her remiatfcable run 
through a sea of seeded 
players. After Spiriea held 
m the ninth game, pulling 
to S>4, Fernaj^ez. the last 
remaining American in the 
.tournament, won the first 
two points. ■ 

On the next point, she 
attempted to serve and vol- 
ley. moving to the net 
bdiind a strong serve. But 
Spirlea rifled the return 


right at Fernandez's body, 
and she ended up netting 
tbe volley. 

Still, she reached match 
point at 40-30. then two 
more in the next four 
points, each time. Spirlea 
came up with a winner. 

"She wasn’t so aggressive 
so 1 took the chances," spir- 
lea said. 'T was pretty 
cool.’’ 

The steam went out of 
Fernandez's game after 
ihaL winning only one 
point in the next two 
games. 

"She came up with the big 
shots in the end." Fernan- 
dez said. 


Novotna and Sanchez 
Vicario ore iw-o veterans 
wr-ho know each other’s 
game well. T^ey are old 
friends who once were dou- 
bles partners. And they ore 
old foes, facing each other 
for the ISihtime. 

Novotna, who has won 
the last four meetings, has 
beaten Sanchez Vicario 10 
limes overall. 

There were no surprises 
when they- took to the 
bright blue carpet, no new 
strokes they could unveil. 
As always when these two 
face each other across the 
net. it was who’s game was 
on. w ho was moving better. 


who could dig deeper, 
"you always trip to come up 
with something new, and 
ihui’s sometimes not 
good," Novotna stud. "The 
most important thing is just 
to know and rememtwr how 
you beat the pla>x*r and jiLsi 
sick to your game." 

Novotna quickly jumped 
out front, breaking her 
opponent in the opening 
game of the mutch. .Another 
break in the fifth came put 
her up 4- 1 before Sanchez 
Vicario won the next three 
games to pull even. 

No problem for the 
Czech. She broke Sanchez 
Vicario once again, this 
lime at 30, then held to cap- 
ture the opening set. 

The Two have played too 
long and too often, and they 
are too good for one to run 
away from the other, the 
second set was Sanchez 
Vicario's mm. 

Chasing down seemingly 
every ball, always returning 
one more ball for Novotna 
to hit, Sanchez N^cario got 
only one service break, that 
coming in the fourth game. 
But it was all she needed os 
she lost only two points on 
her serve the rest of the set 
to even the match at one set 
apiece. Novotna, whose 
nerves had caused her as 
many problems as the play 
of her opponents, this time 
calmly revved up her game. 

She began by holding 
.serve at 15. 'ITien, after 
Sanchez Vicario matched 
her. Novotna began her 
charge into Saturday’s 
semifinals, dominating the 
next five games. 

In the night’s first match, 
Tauziat and Alexandra 
Fusai of France advanced 
to the doubles final when 
Manon Bollegnif of the 
Netherlands suffered a 
pulled calf muscle in her 
left leg. and she and partner 
nicole arendi of the United 
States, were forced to retire 
with the score at 6-3, 3-2. 


Boxing promoters begin unification talks 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Promoters Don King and 
Dino Duva began talks 
here Friday to try and reach 
terms that would allow 
Evander Holyfield and 
Britain’s Lennox Lewis to 
fight for a unified heavy- 
weight crown. 

Lewis manager Frank 
Maloney and European 
promoter Panes Eliades 
joined Duva, Lew'is' U.S. 
promoter, at the meeting 
with King as the two sides 
wrangle over money for 
reunifying a crowTi that 
was divided in 1992. 

Duva characterised 
King's position by saying 
he sought “Lennox’s first 
bom and mother’’ as pay- 
ment. 

Holyfield beat Michael 


Moorer two weeks ago in 
Las Vegas to claim tbe 
World Boxing Association 
and International Boxing 
Federation titles. 

Lewis stopped Poland’s 
Andrew Golota in 95 sec- 
onds last month in Atlamic 
City to retain his World 
Boxing Council crown. 

A Lewis-Holyfield fight 
would likely be staged next 
April, provided rival tele- 
vision networks Showtime, 
which backs Lewis, and 
HBO. which backs King 
and Holyfield, can come to 
terms on who shows what 
when. 

I>uva sold after tbe Holy- 
field-Moorer fight he 
would expect Holyfield 
will get the lion's share of a 
$35 million total purse, but 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHAWP 
ATMMAHWnCH 


WHZ FINESSE? 


Nprtb-SpuUi vulnenbla. North 
riaalp, 

NORTH 

• 652 
7AJ95 
i>A9S 

• E66 

WEST EAOT 

• 4874 •R1098 

01076 OQ2 

063 0QJIQ8 

«A672 *8X04 

SOUTH 

• AK 
9E843 
9K742 
*Q98 

11>p Uddine 

NOBTH KAST SOUTH WEST 

?MP le Fim 

Se Paw 3NT PM 

49 Pmp Pmm Pmm 

Opemsg Ie*d: Fhor of • 

It might seem that all South 
Deeded to the heart game was 

a sucoeesfid fiBease ibr tbe lady and 

a 34) hmdL However, the eoDlnct 
was made desmte the bet that the 
finesse was wtiaed to lose, and 
tb^ was jwthiag tbe debnders 


could do about ik 

Tiae auction is oec without inter- 
esk Since North can raiae hearu 

with ooly three-eard support, 
Sooth's leap to three no trump 
catered to that poaeibiiity. With 
good fbur^ard support. North's eor 
reetiiHi to the suit gome despite 
baring no ruiTing value has our 
unqualified endoisemeQt. 

West led a low spade, taken in 
the closed hand with the king. 
Declarer cashed the aee oT spadee, 
crossed to the ace oT diamonds and 
ruffed a spade in hand. After cash- 
ing the king of diamonds, dselarw 
exited with a diamond to Elasl's 
jack. Hm! deTcnder could do no bet- 
ter than coDlinue with tbe queen, 
ruffed on the table. 

A eiuh U llte queen was taken 
with tbo ace; and West returned the j 
fnit to duDRiur's Idiig. Declarer exit- 
ed with a ehio, token by Eosth js& 
At this point dodsitr was dom to 
AJ 9 tf trumps in dummy and K8 
4 in hand. Wia the lead in the East 
hand, declarer was able to daim the 
last three tiicka Note that dedanr 
made four hearu without taking a 
finesse, or drawing even a dngle 
round of trumps! 


FOR SALE 

Honda Civic Si (92) 

1.6 Twin Cam 16v (sllvar) * Power steering 
Electric mirrors, windows * Sunroof 
• price: JD3,000 — Duty not paid 

079/53077 


he Still wants the fight if the 
lemis are reasonable. 

This is a busy time for 
King. 

In addition to awaiting 
for July's first chance to 
reinstate banished Mike 
Tyson. King hus a pending 
criminal trial, litigation 


upcoming with fighters 
Orlin Norris and South 
African Frans Botha plus a 
suit in England against pro- 
moter Frank Warren. 
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Jerusalem Waqf protests Israeli 
takeover of Palestinian house 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israel's conEsca- 
(ion of a Palestinian-owned 
house in Jerusalem's Old 
City following the murder 
of a Jewish settler prompted 
protests irom the Islamic 
authorities here Saturday. 

“The Israeli government 
is using security as a pretext 
to reinforce Jewish settle- 
ment" of Jerusalem, said the 
director of the Office of 
Islamic Endowments 

t'Waqf) in Jerusalem, Adnan 
Husseini. 

“This measure will be 


coumerproductive, because 
it will encourage the settlers 
to new provocations." he 
told AFP. 

Israeli police have seized 
the two-storey house near 
the place where the settler 
was killed Thursday and set 
up a guard post on the roof. 

The settler activist who 
was killed, Gabriel 
Hirshbeig, 26, was a student 
at a Talmudic (Jewish scrip- 
tural) seminaiy run by t^ 
extreme right-wing national 
religious group, Ateret 
Cohanim. 


The group is dedicated to 
the Jewish takeover of Arab 
east Jerusalem and has 
bought up several dozen 
Arab homes ±eie. 

The Palestinian-owned 
home was confiscated by 
Israel “for security reasons" 
in 1969. It was taken over 
by Ateret Cohanim students 
who live in a neighbouring 
house in 1991. 

But the settlers had to 
leave the house in 1994 fol- 
lowing legal action by its 
Palestinian owners. It has 
remained empty since then 


because the court asked the 
owners to rent U to Atetet 
Cohanim. a request they 
rejected. 

Israel illegally occupied 
Arab east Jerusalem in 1^7 
and has moved in around 
160.000 Jewish ^tclen. 

The PNA wants to make 
Arab east Jenisalem the 
capital of their future 
Palestinian state. 

Jerusalem is ooc of the 
issues the Israeli-Palestinian 
accords of 1993 left to so- 
called final-status talks on a 
comprehensive setilemenL 


Netanyahu says ‘nucleus’ 
of enemies out to get him 


T1EL AVrv (AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu said Friday that 
the rebellion in his Likud 
Party had been organised 
by a small hardcore of ene- 
mies. 

“I am the target of a small 
nucleus in the heart of my 
party which has not accept- 
ed the democratic mandate 
entrusted to me." Mr. 
Netanyahu told Israeli 
Television. 

He accused his Likud 
opponents of “hypocrisy,” 
saying. “The ones who 
claim in Israel or the world 
that they can'r trust me are 
expressing disagreement 
with my policy." 

According to the public 

•levT'-n station journal- 
ists who interviewed Mr. 
Netanyahu, 15 of the IS 
c^inet members have pri- 
vately said they do not crust 
the prime minister. 

In a bid to defuse a 
mutiny by leaders of his 
Likud bloc. Mr. Netanyahu 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The 
return of German and 
French ambassadors to Iran 
on Saturday ended a seven- 
month crisis between Iran 
and Europe and should 
speed the normalisation of 
ties between Brussels and 
the new govenmient of 
Iranian President 

Mohammad Khatami, 

German Ambassador 
Horst Baechmann and his 
French counterpart Jean- 
Pierre Masset arrived back 
in Tehran after other 
European Union (EU) 
ambassadors returned Nov. 
14 under an agreement 
between the Luxembourg 
EU presidency and Iran. 

The EU states and Tehran 
had recalled their diplomats 
after German judges ruled 
in April that Iranian leaders 
were behind the killing of 
Kurdish Iranian activists in 
a Berlin restaurant in 1992. 

The end of the dispute 
comes as part of a diplomat- 
ic drive by President 
Khatami's new go\'emment 
to solve the ambassadors' 
crisis and a host of other 
diplomatic problems inher- 
ited from Iran's previous 
harder-line government. 

President" Khatami's 
administration, in power 
since August, has pledged 
to ease tension with other 
countries and appears to 
want rapprochement with 
Europe to thwart a U.S. 
drive to isolate the Isl^c 
Republic on charges of 
sponsoring international 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — A 
group seeking to mediate an 
end to the Sudanese civil 
war has put a plan for 
national reconciliation to 
opposition leaders and gov- 
ernment officials, a press 
report said Saturday. 

Hussein Suleiman Abu 
Salih, a former foreign min- 
ister. heads the Popular 
Organisation for National 
Dialogue (POND), and said 
the steps “pave the way for 
national reconciliation." 


bowed Thursday to 
demands he form a com- 
mission to investigate ineg- 
ularities at a recent party 
convention. 

An opinion poll published 
Friday found that only 20 
per cent of Israeli voters 
queried favoured Mr. 
Netanyahu rem ainin g in 
power at the head of his 
current coalition of right- 
wing and religious parties 
until the next scheduled 
elections in the year 2000. 

Forty-four per cent 
favou^ holding immedi- 
ate elections for a new par- 
Uaruent and prime minister. 

Another 34 per cent 
favoured Mr. Netanyahu 
remaining prime minister 
but at the head of a national 
unity government grouping 
his LiJmd bloc with Labour 
and two per cent were 
uadectded. 

Asked by the Gallup 
otganisation if they would 
support Mr. Netanyahu as 
the Likud candidate for 


terrorism and seeking to 
acquire weapons of mass 
destruction. 

The return of the ambas- 
sadors by itself does not sig- 
nal a full normalisation of 
ties between the EU and 
Tehran. The EU member 
states and Iran have yet to 
deterrame the outcome of 
the “critical dialogue" 
which has characterised 
their relations since 1992. 
and was still in place when 
the ambassadors were 
recalled. 

But the two sides “now 
will be able to begin dis- 
cussing what will happen 
with the critical dialogue," 
which was suspended dur- 
ing the diplomatic crisis, a 
European diplomat in 
Tehr^ told AFP. 

Iran's Foreign Minister 
Kamal Kharazi said the 
return of the German and 
French ambassadors should 
permit the continuing 
development of relations 
between Tehran and 
Europe. 

“We hope that with the 
return of the ambassadors, 
the process of development 
of relations can tate its 
course ag^.'’ Mr. Kharazi 
said in a statement to 
Iranian state television. 

Mr. Kharazi also said the 
return of the ambassadors 
“showed Iran was right” in 
the dispute with Europe and 
cooftnned Iran's “stability" 
in the region. 

Iran’s supreme spiritual 
Leader Ayatollah Ali 


according to the A1 Rai A1 
Aam independent daily. 

The pafMr said the initia- 
tive proposes a package of 
steps to be taken by botii the 
government and the opposi- 
tion to prepare for dialogue. 

Recent talks between the 
Islamist government, which 
seized power in 1989, and 
the rctel Sudan People's 
Liberation Army of John 
Garang ended in failure. 

POND appealed to the 
gov’ernment to declare a 


prime minister the next 
time elections are held, 60 
per cent said no and 31 per 
cent said yes. 

If elections were held 
today. 41 per cent said they 
would choose opposition 
Labour Party leader Ehud 
Barak to head the new gov- 
ernment, versus 34 per cent 
for Mr. Netanyahu. 

Ihe poll, published in the 
Maariv newspaper, showed 
that while Mr. Netanyahu's 
bid to defuse the crisis may 
have failed to sway his 
Likud opponents, most vot- 
ers think the rebellion 
against the prime minister 
will fail. 

Asked what they believed 
would be the outcome of 
the latest crisis in Likud, 68 
per cent said Mr. 
Netanyahu “would contin- 
ue to serve in office as 
usual." 

Only 22 per cent said Mr. 
Netanyahu would be ousted 
and 10 per cent hod no 
opinion. 


Khameni had demanded 
choc the German ambas- 
sador be the last to return to 
Iran as a condition for end- 
ing the diplomatic crisis. 
wUch Tehran blamed 

Germany for provoking 
with its court decision. The 
EU originally rejected that 
condition as discriminatory 
and as a compromise it was 
agreed that the German 
ambassador should retuni 
last but would be accompa- 
nied by his French col- 
league. Iran aimounced 

Wednesday that its ambas- 
sadors likewise be 

letuming to their posts in 
EU countries. 

Several European coun- 
tries during the last seven 
months have complained of 
not having ambassadors in 
Tehran to work with 

President Khatami's more 
modern government. 

Iran has praised France 
for having mediated a solu- 
tion to the crisis. Tehran 
said it had taken account of 
the support given by France 
and other Europeans to the 
French oil company Total 
which recently defted U.S. 
sanctions threats to con- 
clude a gas contract with 
Iran worth S400 million. 

The envoys' return comes 
as Tehran prepares to host a 
summit of the Organisation 
of the Islamic Conference 
(OIC) next mon^ which 
the Iranian authorities h<^ 
will mark the normalisation 
of ties with the rest of the 
Islamic World. 


general amnesty, release 
political detainees, remove 
from the statute books 
restrictive legislation and 
unfreeze opposition proper- 
ty- 

It called on the opposition 
to welcome those steps 
when taken by the govem- 
raent and to halt an uprising 
against the government, fol- 
lowed by negotiations for a 
ceasefire and progress on 
deciding a way forward to 
national dialogue. 


Jewish 
monument 
aims to mend 
Greek-Israeli 
relations 

SALONICA (R) — Greece 
will unveil a monument on 
Sunday to the memory of 
some 50,000 Jews from 
this northern port who per- 
ished in Nazi coiKrentr^oD 
camps, in a move aimed at 
mending relations with 
Israel. 

Government officials 
said honouring the 
Holocaust victims would 
help end a series of misun- 
derstandings with Israel 
that have banned ties and 
put pressure on Greece m 
prove it is not cultivating 
anti-Jewish feelings. 

“It is an important event 
of historical meirmry but 
also a settlement of mi^m- 
dersiandings in communi- 
cation damaging the ciedi- 
bility of the counuy 
IGreeceJ — something 
which is wrong and 
unjust" Culture Minister 
Evaogelos V^ni^los told 
reporters. 

The monument will be on 
the intersection of two cen- 
tral Salon^a avenues. 

Dignitaries due to attend 
include IsraeFs Health 
Minister Yebc^ua Matsoi. 
and a U.S. Congressional 
delegation led by the 
Cha^an of the House of 
Representatives Foreign 
Affairs Committee 

Benjamin Gilman. 

The monument will be 
unveiled by Greek 
President Costis 

Stephanopoulos witii 
Foreign Minister 

Theodoros Pantos and 
other senior officials pre- 
sent 

“Israel welconus the 
decision of the Greek gov- 
ernment to hold the unveil- 
ing of the monument to the 
Jewish nrar^rs,” an isruli 
government statement said. 

Greece, which has close 
relations with most Arab 
states, was among tire last 
Western nations to official- 
ly recognise Israel in the 
early 1990s, and has since 
been at odds with Tel Aviv 
several times over mostly 
trivial issues. 

Among the most noted 
disputes was a reftisal by 
former Crmk Foreigu 
Minister Karolos PapcHilias 
to attend the Auschwitz 
commemoration eveats in 
1985 after Poland raised 
among others the flag of 
the fomier Yugoslav 
R^ublic of Macedonia, 
with which Greece is at 
odds. 

Greece vras also upset by 
a recent Israeli-Turklsh 
defence agreement. Athens 
has a long-standing feud 
with Turkey ova- territorial 
rights in ±e Aegean Sea 
and the divitted island of 
Cyprus. 

Salonika, (Ascribed in the 
past as the "mother of 
Israel" and “second 
Jerusalem’’ once had the 
largest Sephardic commu- 
nity. 

About 50,000 Greek 
Jews were killed in the gas 
chambers of Auschwitz 
and Birkenau during the 
1941,44 Nazi occupation 
of Greece. Just over one 
thousand remain from a 
community numbering 
80,000 at the turn of the 
cenuny. 

Salonika's Jewish hisroiy 
stretches back to the sec- 
ond century BC and Sl 
P aul is known to have 
preached ai its synagogue. 


Return of German, French 
envoys to Iran ends EU crisis 


Would-be mediators put plan to 
Sudanese opposition, government 



U.S. space shuttle Columbia's robot arm (right) releases the Spartan-201 satellite 
Friday above the Padhe Ocean. The space shuttle Columbia and her six-person inter- 
national crew are on a 16-day mission that includes the deployment of a Spartan-201 
satellite, several space walks and microgravity experiments (A^ photo) 

Astronauts release faulty 


satellite, then can’t grab it 

Spacewalk may be performed 
to grab $10m satellite by hand 


CAPE CANAVERAL (AP) 
— Space shuule Columbia’s 
astronauts stniggled in vain to 
capture a sun-watetaiog satel- 
lite after the craft malfunc- 
tioned within fflomenis of its 
release. 

NASA quickly lost any 
chance of conducting solar 
observations with the satellite, 
now or later in the mission. 
The space agency still wanted 
the satellite back, however, for 
the trip borne. 

Mission control told the 
astronauts l^iday that they 
might have to perform a 
spacewalk Sunday ni^ to 
^ab the 350kg satellite with 
their gloved hands. The 
crew's two designated space- 
walkers trained before die 
fli^t for just such an eroer- 
gericy. 

The orbital eframa began a 
few minutes after astronaut 
Kalpana Cbawla released the 
satellite. 

Realising it wasn't turning 
the way it should, Ms. Qiawla 
tried to grab the satellite with 
Columtria's 15-nietre robot 
arm. But the arm would not 
latch onto the satellite, and 
when sbe pulled back on the 
ann, she in^veitently sent the 
craft into a slow spin. 

Columbia stay^ at a safe 
disCance ftom the $10 miZlioD 
reusable satellite, but vrithin 
grabbing distance, as the two 
^spacecraft zoomed around the 
world. 

*'\Ve’ie trying the best we 
can,'* pilot Steven Ldnds^ 
assured mission control. 

Ms. Chawla waited for the 


grapple fixture on the satellite 
to f^ the robot ann before 
bying to latch onto it again. 
Mission control, meanwh^ 
debated what to do as the min- 
utes slipped by. 

After an hour, flight con- 
trollers instruct^ the six 
astronauts to give up, at least 
for die day. By that time, 
NASA bad lost ^ chance of 
perfonning solar observations 

laigy jjj the flighr — qq iDteT- 

nal clock shut down the point- 
ing tystem for good 60 min- 
utes after the satellite's 
release. 

Commander Kevin Kregel 
pushed for mme time as he 
tried to line up the two spoce- 
oaft saying the satellite was 
close a^ easDy accessible. 
But eventually, be bad to stop 
rfiaeing the as the 

shuttle fuel reserves dwindled. 
He Steered the ship away. 

Ms. Chawla released the 
Spartan satellite — a 13- 
melze cube with the ends of a 
3-metre telescope {xotruding 
from (^^x)site sides — 
ease. It was si^tposed to per- 
form a piroo^ widun 90 
seconds to demonsoaie its 
systems were woddng, but 
□ever did. 

“We plan to regrapfde,'* Ms. 
Cbawla immediately info- 
nned mtssictfi oontiol. 

Fli^t rules dictate that the 
satellite be retrieved immedi- 
ately if DO pirouette is per- 
fonned. 

The cause Of tbe malfunc- 
tion was not immediately 
known. 

Because the telescope door 


epeoed foDowing the satel- 
lite's release, engineers 
believe sanxt systems were 
working, said missiem control 
commentatex’ Rob Na^tias. 
“However, whether tbe satel- 
lite can right itself so that it 
can stop its rotational ^in or 
whether or not it is a dead 
satellite in orbit is not known 
at this point," he added 

Spartan was supposed to 
obs^e for two dttys tbe sun's 
ionised outer atmosphere, 
known as foe Ccrona, a^ foe 
solar wind, the chatg^ parti- 
cles burtUng from tbe Suil 
The solar vnod can disrupt 
radio communications ai^ 
power stations eailfa. 

If an had gone well, 
Columbia’s U3„ Japanese 
and Ukrainian crew would 
have retrieved Spartan with 
foe sbut^ robot aim Sunday 
night and then geared up ftx a 
spacewalk Mo^y ni^ to 
test equipment for the future 
international space statiem. 
The 16day missioa ends Dec. 
5. 

Spartan was supposed to be 
lel^sed Thursday, but was 
delayed one day because of 
pcoblems vafo another solar 
observraoiy, that one million 
miles away. Tbe two qoce- 
craft were supposed to make 
rimultaneous measurements 
of tbe Sun so sdentisls could 
conqiaie foe results. 

Spartan has fiown several 
times before in without 
any m^cr problems. 

Ms. Cbawla, foe first 
Indiaa-bom woman in space, 
is making ha fiist spacefi^ht- 


5 foreign aid workers kidnapped in Somalia 


HARGEISA (R) — 

Unidentified gunmen have 
kidnapped five foreign aid 
workers in tbe self-declaied 
Republic of Somaliland, an 
official said on Saturday. 

Mohammad Faiah 

Mobammad. Somaliland's 
“interior ministemi." told 
Reuters that five foreigoeis 
— four United Natiems ofifi- 
dals and a European Union 
representative — were 
snatched by guiunen on 
Friday afternoon in Elayo, 
OOTtitem Somalia; 

He said the kidnappos 
were probably after $70, (XX) 
that the ifolegatioo was 
rumoured to be caixylng to 
fund an enviFonmental pro- 
ject in foe area. . 

Somaliland, with a popula- 


tion of atxnjnd one mitiion, 
declared itself indepoident in 
1991 wfoen foe Somalia gov- 
enunent collapsed and foe 
country pluog^ into anar- 
chy. 

"Ml Mohammad named fog 
EU repiesentive as Dennis 
Cassidy and said two of foe 
ofo^ worked l^CEF, 
one foe "a UJ4. operations 
unit” and foe other for habi- 
tat, foe world body’s agency 
responsible for foe environ- 
meoL 

A sp olosswoman for 
UNICEF said in Nairobi t^ 
“an incident has taken place." 
but could provide no oth^ 
detril^. 

Mr. Mo hammad said foe 
had crossed inro 
ilaiid from Efoit^a on 


Riday to continue work on a 
project to try to stop locals 
from destroying woodlands 
in ord^ to niake charcoal. 

Mr. Mohammad said foe 
kidnappers were probably 
from one of two gangs vying 
for a Ingger slice of the lucra- 
tive chfflcoal mark e t . 

While most of Somalia is 
divided by bloorfy. 
internecine fitting between 
clan-based fac t io n s . 

Somaliland has been largely 
at peace since 1991, but 
remains unrecognised by the 
rest of foe worid. 

Somaliland covers foe area 
of foe former Brit^ 
Somaliland protectorate 
which merged with adjoinuig 
Italian Somalia in 1969 to 
form the Somali Rejxil^c. 




Mandela on marriage 
to Graca: 'Whatever 
decides, FU obey’ 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— President Nelson 
Mandela Friday evaded the 
question of marriage to his 
sweetheart. Graca Machel, 
telling journalists here: 
“Whatever she decides. I'll 
obey." “You see these days, 
it's not the men who take 
the initiative, it's the 
ladies," Mandela told a 
Foreign Correspondents' 
Association luncheon. “I 
don't think it'.s fair to ask 
me to answer that question. 
Ask the lady." Mandela. 
79. has been publicly 
courting tbe 52-year-oId 
widow of former 
Mozambican President 
Samora Machel since July 
last year but has been coy 
on the question of mar- 
riage. 

Mickey Mouse is 
p lanning a comeback 

LOS .ANGELES ( AFP) — 
One of the world's original 
cartoon stars, Mickey 
Mouse, is planning a tele- 
vision comeback in little 
over a year, Walt Disney 
announced on the 69th 
anniversary of foe mouse's 
cinema debut. A weekly 
Mickey Mou.se canooo 
will be released for televi- 
sion in Januaiy 1999. foe 
studio said. Created by 
Walt Disney himself, and 
using his own voice. 
Mickey Mouse made his 
film debut on Nov. 18. 
1^8 in New York in 
“Steamboat Willie," the 
first of more than 120 film 
roles. 

Jackson's Debbie 
pregnant with 2nd child 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Pop superstar Michael 
JadcsoD has told Life mag- 
azine -his - wife Debbie - 
Rowe is pregnant with their 
second child. Their first 
diild. Prince Michael 
Junior, was born in 
February. His godparents 
are Elizabeth Taylor and 
Macaulay Culkin. Jackson, 
who wed Rowe last year in 
Australia, told Life that his 
work hurts his family life. 
*lt's very bard." he said. 
“We haven't been able ro 
spend time as a family. Not 
at all." He also maintained ; 
that his first wife Usa 
Marie Presley — wha<!e 
photo remains near his bed- 
side — was sorry that she 
did not have a child during ; 
their brief marriage. “She '^ 
regrets it,” Jackson said. 1 
“She said so.” 

Did Lenin have a 
Swiss bank account? ^ 

geneva (AFP) — On a i 
List of foe owners of dor- . 
mam accounts published 
by Swiss banks figures the 
name Vladimir Ulyanov, 
the real name of Lenin, it 
was learned in Basel. On 
the list of accounts 
untouched since 1945 is the 
name Wladimii Ulianow of 
Zurich, corresponding to . 
the gennanised spelling of 
Vladimir Ulyanov. The 
Russian revolutionary the- 
oretician once lived in 
Zurich. The account shows . 
a credit balance of !^5. 

Man falls off bridge . 
for can of beer 

LONDON (AFP) — ^ 
Lovelorn Aaron Robbiss * 
tumbled 30 metres over a 
bridge after reaching for a \ 
can of beer, just minutes ■ 
after police bad talked him j 
out of jumping off in a sui- ] 
cide bid. The 33-year-old I 
threatened to kill himself I 
after rowing with bis girl- 1 
friend but was talked out of | 
it. Monoents later, be | 
reached do\ra for a beer! 
but missed and fell, thef 
Muror rabloid daily report- 1 
ed. A police s^kesman inf 
Sunderbnd, northern I 
En^and, sa^ Robbins was | 
“luckyto be alive.” I 


